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Join us September 17 – 19 at the Jefferson Street Inn, 
Wausau, WI for the Forest Resources Association 

2018 Lake States Fall Meeting.
Agenda items include:
    • Lake States Region Resource Overview and Growth Opportunities. Peter Coutu of 

Forest2Market will discuss the region’s timber resource situation, and opportunities for 
forest products industry growth in the Lake States.

    • Training Truck Drivers. The United States is facing a truck driver shortage. The American 
Trucking Association estimates nearly 900,000 new drivers will be needed over the next 
decade. Karl Pinter of the Chippewa Valley Technical College (CVTC) will discuss the 
targeted program of the CVTC to train future truck drivers.

    • TEAM Safe Trucking (TST). In the last 5 years, insurance costs for specialized trucking 
(logging) have more than doubled. TST has developed a Forestry Transportation Training 
Program for forestry transportation professionals. Some of the objectives of this program 
are to improve safety and lower insurance rates for forestry transportation businesses. 
Miranda Gowell from TEAM Safe Trucking will present information about this successful 
program.

    • Logger Business Survey for Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan. A successful wood 
supply chain is dependent on a healthy and viable logging workforce. For the first time, 
these States have combined survey methodologies to gather the latest information on 
the region’s logging businesses. Professor Charlie Blinn, University of Minnesota; and 
Professor Mark Rickenbach, University of Wisconsin will discuss the current profile of the 
logging business in the Lake States.

    • Training of New Foresters. Professor Michael Demchick, University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point, will discuss the development of methods to teach students to mark timber 
better, faster and with more confidence in their decisions. He will discuss the basics of 
a new Timber Marketing Certificate that will be offered at the University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point.

    • WI Department of Veterans Affairs (WDVA): Talent Attraction Initiative. The experience 
and education gained in the military is an excellent basis for any business, regardless of 
the specific industry or field served. Steve Janke from the WDVA will discuss the agency’s 
Talent Attraction Initiative to place veterans in the workforce.

There will also be an educational and informative Field Tour, including visits to Kretz Lumber, 
the Northcentral Technical College Wood Science Lab, and McCoy Construction and 
Forestry.

Registration fee $185.00. Please email Claire Gedde at 
cgedde@forestresources.org or call 202-296-3937 for more information. 

First time meeting attendee discounts available.

 www.forestresources.org
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LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

Timberland Ownership
by J. C. Ryan

Many of the people who read my arti-
cles on early loggers in Minnesota ask, 
“How did the loggers get ownership of the 
timber? Did they just go in and cut tim-
ber any place? Did they buy the timber or 
did they lease it, or what?” First I must 
say that the loggers – the people who cut, 
hauled and drove the logs to market–in 
most cases were not the owners of the 
timber. Their job was logging the timber. 
The timber stumpage was owned by deal-
ers in timber stumpage or by the large 
lumber companies which, in many cases, 
were the owners of the sawmills. Most of 
the logging was done for so much per 
thousand board feet for the logs cut, 
hauled, driven or delivered to the sawmill 
companies.

Originally all the land in Minnesota 
was owned by the government. When 
Virginia ceded its western claims in 
1784, all the area of which Minnesota 

is a part became public domain land and 
was under control of the United States 
congress, which had the power to dispose 
of it and make rules for hauling it. 
Congress followed a basic policy of trans-
ferring ownership to the state and to 
individuals and corporations after termi-
nation of the rights of occupancy by the 
Indians. There were many ways in which 
this was done and Agnes Larson’s History 
of the White Pine Industry in Minnesota 
is probably one of the best authorities on 
this subject. 

Some of the methods were as follows: 
Grants to the State of Minnesota. A 

considerable amount of land was granted 
to the State of Minnesota as State Trust 
Fund Lands for the public. Proceeds from 
these trust funds lands had to be used for 
specific purposes. For example, proceeds 
from certain lands were for school pur-
poses. The congressional act which cre-

ated the State of Minnesota reserved Sec. 
16 and 36 of every township for school 
purposes. There were other grants to the 
state for university lands, for internal 
improvement and for salt springs. Under 
the Swamp Land Act of 1860 another 
large group of lands was granted to the 
state. Because of these grants the State 
of Minnesota became the owner of consid-
erable timber lands. 

Railroad Land Grants. Land grants 
were made to railroad companies to aid 
in the construction of railroads to open 
up the area. These amounted to as much 
as every other section of land to a dis-
tance of six miles each side of the rail-
road. Some grants included every other 
section up to 10 miles on each side of the 
railroad. These railroad grants amounted 
to over ten million acres or about 20 per-
cent of all lands in the State of Minnesota 
and were the largest of all railroad land 

A good load of logs in the Duluth area about 1910.
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Red pine harvested by Shermer 
Logging waits to be hauled to the 
mill.  For more on Shermer Logging, 
please see page 8.
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Another summer is ticking away.  The most 
common phrase I hear is “Where does the time 
go?”  This being my first article for the Timber 
Bulletin as President, I have to ask myself, where 
has my time on the Executive committee gone?  I 
truly believe in TPA and the values we hold near 
and dear and will try my best to uphold those 
beliefs.  Your membership and ideas are very 
important to the organization.  Invite a friend 

to join!  We have several 
new members this year, 
thanks, for your interest and 
leadership.  

A big “Thank You” to 
Dave Berthiaume for his 

service to TPA as our past President.  
Also, “Welcome” to Kelly Kimball, 
as our newest member on the 
Executive Committee.

It was nice to visit with so many 
folks at the Annual Meeting held 
in Grand Rapids.  It is always 
interesting for me to hear how other 

areas are dealing with the many challenges this 
industry introduces.  I do hope that many of you 
can make it to the North Star Expo on Sept. 14-
15.  Each year it seems the equipment gets bigger, 
better, and faster!  And as always, it is nice to catch 
up with old friends.  New this year is the event at 
the TimberLake Lodge, starting at 5 PM.  I hope to 
see you there.  

“Thank-You” to our staff.   Wayne, Ray and Ann 
do a great job of keeping our members requests, 
or complaints or questions on the front stage at all 
times.  We appreciate your efforts to keep things 
rolling in this industry honest and fair.

In these last days of summer, please think about 
safety.  All too easily can we start to think about the 
evening or weekend and lose track of what we are 
currently doing or driving.  The work will always 
be there, make sure YOU are.

     

Executive Committee
Kurt Benson: 218-835-4525
Rod Enberg: 218-352-6175
Corey Lovdahl: 218-244-4580
Dave Berthiaume: 218-380-9783
Kelly Kimball: 218-849-5222
TPA Staff
Ray Higgins: 218-722-5013
Wayne Brandt: 218-722-5013

President’s 

Column

Hedstrom Lumber Co., Inc.
1504 Gunflint Trail

Grand Marais, Minnesota

BUYING LOGS:
White, Red and Jack Pine,
Spruce, Balsam and Aspen 

Deliveries accepted at:
Mill Site

Grand Marais, Minn.
FutureWood

South Range, Wis.
Kirscher Transport Yard

Virginia, Minn.

For specifications and a contract call:

MN/WI Area - Doug Magee
218-349-9241

Iron Range Area - Jeff Elliott 
218-750-2700

Canada - Jack Erickson
807-627-8826

Visit our website:
www.hedstromlumber.com
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www.tigercat.com

With six-wheel drive and a massive grapple, the 635G is built for extreme duty and high 

production logging operations.

Ideal for soft or steep ground, long distance skidding, and oversized logs, the 635G 

provide operators with the highest capacity skidder to tackle the most challenging terrain.

A combination of hydrostatic drive and Tigercat built bogie axles deliver unmatched 

performance and durability.

Boost production to new heights. Contact Titan Machinery today.

CONFIDENCE BY DESIGN

www.titanmachinery.com
218.727.3038

635G-Titan 0718-TBM.indd   1 7/30/18   2:48 PM
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Executive Vice 
President’s 

Column

This year’s North Star Expo will 
be held September 14 and 15 at the 
beautiful Itasca County Fairgrounds 
in Grand Rapids.  Our Expo 
Committee and staff have been 
working hard with our vendors to 
make the 2018 Show another great 
one.

What makes a great North Star 
Expo?  There are lot of things go 
 into making a great show.

Vendors – The companies that 
exhibit at the Expo put a lot of time, 
effort and money into getting their 

equipment, 
goods and 
services to 
the Expo.  
They plan, 
transport and 
assemble staff 

to put their best 
feet forward 
to show 
customers, 
potential 
customers 
and the public 
what they have 

to offer.  We are grateful for their 
efforts and support.

Attendees – Hey, without all of 
you, your friends, neighbors and the 
interested public showing up we’d 
have a fairgrounds full of vendors 
and the TPA staff standing around 
looking at each other amongst a 
bunch of shiny equipment and 
fancy booths.  Mark your calendars 
and make sure you get to this year’s 
Expo.

Sponsors – A heartfelt thank you 
to all of the sponsors who make 
the Expo possible from a financial 
standpoint.  Our sponsors support 
the Expo and our industry and 
make ongoing improvements 
possible.  This year we are having 
a sponsored reception at the 
TimberLake Lodge which should 
be a lot of fun and a great chance to 
visit with new and old friends.

Expo Committee – The show 
does not go on without our great 
volunteer committee.  They start 
planning the next year’s show 
literally as this year’s show is going 
on.  Meetings during the fall and 

winter follow as ideas are shared 
of how to make the Expo better 
each year.  Then comes the Expo 
itself when our committee is busy 
helping vendors get set up in the 
days before the Show and helping 
them tear down and cleaning up 
when everyone has left.  Thank you 
to everyone on the committee and to 
those who have served in the past.

TPA Staff – The Expo is a large 
undertaking in our office.  Ann 
Todd and Ray Higgins do a great job 
organizing, following up on details 
and making sure everyone is taken 
care of.  We are lucky to have such 
dedicated and talented staff serving 
our membership and making the 
Expo run smoothly every year.

So those are just a few of the 
things that make the North Star Expo 
great every year.

W     W     W
The West is on fire again this 

season with massive wildfires 
raging in California and other 
states along with fires burning in 
Canada.  The smoke from these fires 

Providing consistent insurance markets for the  
logging industry for over 30 years while  
representing many fine companies including: 

 

Truck - Equipment - General Liability - Work Comp - Life 
607 Northwest 5th Street         Call or email us for a quote! 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744         sam@evansins.com 
www.evansins.com                        don@evansins.com 

218-326-0563 
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hits us and much of the rest of the 
country as firefighters from around 
the country battle these destructive 
blazes.

Crews and equipment are 
mobilized from agencies, including 
here in Minnesota, to fight these 
fires.  I’m sure that you’ve noticed 
people missing from local forestry 
offices as they are assigned to fire 
duty in the West.  This impacts 
the ability to administer sales and 
manage lands in Minnesota and 
other states.

Fortunately we’re seeing more 
movement towards and coverage of 
the need to actively manage forests 
as a deterrent to uncontrolled and 
destructive wildfires.  While the 
large forces of drought and heat 
continue in the West, it’s heartening 
to see leaders and locals speaking 
out in support of harvesting trees 
to make products as one part of the 
effort to decrease the size, intensity 
and destruction caused by wildfires.

W     W     W
Speaking of fires, it’s easy to 

forget about fire safety on the 
job.  If you haven’t purchased the 
new fire extinguishers through the 
TPA/Northern Capital Insurance 
program talk to Jay Eystad or Bill 
Dupont.  They have some great 
discounts available to support 
purchasing these new and improved 
fire extinguishers.  Our focus on 
safety should include our people 
and our equipment.

W     W     W
Minnesota’s Primary Elections 

are done and candidates now head 
to the November General Election.  
Candidates squaring off to be 
Governor are traveling the State and 
speaking to the issues.  One of the 
decisions a new Governor will make 
is whom they will appoint as DNR 
Commissioner to lead this vital 
agency.

It’s too easy to tune out 
candidates with the destructive 
nature of politics in our country 
these days.  But, rest assured that 
people will be elected to all of these 
important offices and they will be 
charged with making decisions that 
will affect our lives and businesses 
every day while they are in office.

IntroducingIntroducing

www.NorthAmericaSupply.com
Your new link to www.tirechainsrequired.com  
and www.harvesterbars.com. These two sites 
are coming together to offer you all the same 
high quality brands you’ve come to know and 
trust in one convenient online location. Tire chains,  
saw bars, saw chain and hot saw teeth delivered 
straight to your door.

sales@northamericasupply.com
Logging and industrial supplies, 

wire rope, chain and  
accessories coming soon!

Visit online or call toll free to speak with one 
of our friendly reps at 1-855-255-0871.

BOX 1008  •  CASS LAKE, MN 56633  •  218-335-2694

www.cassforest.com

Buying Fresh Logs: Red and White Pine
Pine Bolts: Jack, Red and White

For Specifications Call 218-335-2694
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Member Feature...

At first glance, Shermer 
Logging’s job west of Angora 
is pretty typical of harvest sites 
around the state.  There’s a feller 
buncher harvesting timber in one 
spot, a skidder dragging aspen 
and spruce to the landing, a stroke 
delimber removing branches and 
what not.  But there’s something 
different going on here.

“Have you talked to the 
Johnsons?” asks retired DNR 
forester Keith Wallin.

“Yep,” Cliff Shermer responds.  
“That’s probably where we’re going 
next.  That road’s in.  Do you have 
the map built for it?”

A Unique Approach
“I have the electronic map in the 

buncher already,” Wallin says.  I’m 
working on the cutting instructions.  
I’m working on the paper map.  
That won’t take long.”

That Wallin is here at all is what’s 
unique about how Shermer Logging 
operates.  After 39 years at the DNR, 
including 25 years selling timber 
out of the agency’s Orr office, Wallin 
was hired by Shermer to work with 
private landowners, cruising their 
timber to see if a harvest would be 
right for their management goals, 
as well as whether it would be 
profitable for Shermer.  

“To get Keith to come and help 

us,” Cliff says, “it was like holy cow, 
we got more than we asked for.”

It’s an important role.  Roughly 
eighty percent of the timber 
Shermer Logging harvests is on 
private land, so working with 
the landowner, keeping lines of 
communication open, is key.  

“Keith educates landowners as 
to what we can do, what makes 
their land better,” Shermer says.  He 
takes care of all of the background 
work, drawing up maps and cutting 
objectives.  Then we invite the 
landowner to be involved, talk to 
our operators, explain the safety 
part.  It takes some time, and we 

The Shermer Logging crew (L-R): Rick Quaas, Troy Wood, Levi Shermer, Adam Luecken, Richard Luecken, Eric Gabrielson, 
Cliff Shermer, Keith Wallin, and Jerry Wardas.
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probably lose some production 
doing that, but we don’t think 
it’s what you make on today, it’s 
the long term thing.  A private 
landowner normally in his lifetime 
gets to cut his wood once.  So it’s a 
pretty big deal to them, and it’s big 
responsibility for us.”

There’s something else about 
Shermer that’s different from most 
other Minnesota loggers:  He’s not 
from here, at least not originally.

“I’m a pack-sacker,” Cliff likes 
to say, referring to the fact that his 
family lived in Nebraska when he 
was born.  The Shermers spent some 
time in Oregon, before moving to 
Minnesota in 1959, when Cliff was 
nine years old.

“They were always looking for 
greener pastures,” Cliff said of 
his parents Clinton and Syvilla, 
who found the greener pastures in 
the small town of Gheen, located 
between Cook and Orr.  

There, the family had a dairy farm 
and grew small grain.  They also 
logged a little, selling peeled popple 
or balsam by the carload through 
brokers for extra money.

When Cliff graduated high school 
in 1968 he enlisted in the Navy, 
serving four years.  He came back to 
Minnesota, working in a Twin Cities 
slaughterhouse.  He met his future 

Richard Luecken operates the Pro-Pac delimber for Shermer Logging. 

wife and business partner Mary 
in St. Paul, and by 1978, they were 
heading back to Gheen, leasing a 
small farm near Gheen.

“I worked for Luecken Brothers 
Logging in the winter time and 
Mary and I farmed in the summer,” 
Shermer says.  “Farming collapsed 
in 1984, so we bought a slasher and 
started custom slashing for different 
loggers, mainly Luecken Brothers.”

By 1990 the Shermers had their 
first contract with the Potlatch 
oriented strand board mill in nearby 
Cook, and the business grew.  

“We knew we had to get with one 
of the major mills,” he says.  We 
expanded from there.”

The Shermers eventually 
completed their full conventional 
logging operation—including 
crew—harvesting on state, county, 

Rick Quaas drives a John Deere 748H skidder with dual tires, which is perfect for 
soft ground conditions.  Shermer also has two other Deere skidders—a 748G3 and 
an 848H—at his disposal.
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and federal lands.  Business was 
good—right up until the housing 
construction market collapsed 
in 2006.  The OSB mill at Cook—
Shermer’s main customer—was 
eventually shuttered.

Fortunately, the Shermers had 

Eric Gabrielson loads tops and limbs into the RDO Vermeer chipper.  The chips are then blown into a van and will be 
stockpiled on Shermer’s property. 

developed a good reputation, and 
company foresters, as well as fellow 
loggers—competitors, really—
offered to help find markets.  

“Tom McCabe called,” Cliff says.  
“I knew him from being on the TPA 
board of directors.  He asked how 

we were doing.  I told him not so 
good, so he helped us with finding 
markets.  Others did, too.”

The Shermers were able to deliver 
wood to Blandin in Grand Rapids, 
where they had a relationship.  The 
Sappi paper mill in Cloquet bought 

Shermer Logging’s Sirco 300 slasher is operated by Levi Shermer. 
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Jerry Wardas loads timber for delivery to the mill.

some wood, too, as did Boise in International Falls.  Still, 
business was difficult.

“For three years,” Shermer says, “the business was a 
mess.”

That’s when they found a market in chipping.  The 
Laurentian Energy Authority was burning wood to 
power the public utilities in Virginia and Hibbing.  The 
Shermers purchased a chipper and started delivering 
there.  Because private landowners typically wait too 
long to harvest their timber, it becomes over-mature.  So 
the Shermers gravitated away from the younger timber 
on public lands to the wood more suitable for chipping 
found on private lands.  Plus, landowners like all of the 
slash removed too, perfect for a chipping operation.

Take the private sale they’re working today, for 
example.  The timber was getting over mature, so the 
trees were falling down due to blowdown and general 
old age.  Cliff and crew are cutting the older aspen and 
pine and removing the other dead material, leaving 
the nice pine.  They’re also harvesting some birch, 
maple, balsam, and spruce.  Some of the better wood is 
processed and hauled to Hedstrom, Potlatch, Sappi, or 
the East Dhu River mill south of here.  But most of it will 
end up in the chipper.

“They want it to look nice and get all the junk out of 
it,” Cliff says.  

Making the site look nice is good advertising, too.  The 
job is actually three different adjacent tracts, owned by 
two brothers and a son.  All three live on site.  One of the 
brothers wanted his timber harvested, and eventually 
the others followed suit.

“Once they see what we can do and what it looks 
like,” Cliff says, “they want theirs cut, too.”

“Aesthetics is a big deal for us,” Wallin adds.  
“We like working with landowners,” Shermer says.  

“It’s like fulfilling a goal that they have, and we’re 
part of that.  That one-on-one relationship with the 
landowner is important.  You have to look him in the 
eye when the job is finished.  That’s important.”
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As a result of working mostly on 
private land, Shermer Logging’s 
conventional equipment mix is a 
little different.  Aside from having 
an RDO Vermeer chipper at their 
disposal, they also run two John 
Deere feller bunchers.

“It takes more time to cut private 
land than to cut agency land,” 
Shermer says, “because we do a 
lot of little stuff for them.  On this 
site in particular, we came through 
and did a cut, and he said well, you 
better go back and cut a little more 
of that.  And then Mother Nature 
came through and blew a bunch 
of it down, so this is our third time 
back cutting it, so it takes a little bit 
more buncher time.”

The Shermers also utilizes three 
skidders, each with different tire 
equipment: one with dual tires, one 
with single tires and chains, and 
the other with single tires and no 
chains.

“We don’t necessarily need three, 
but this way we have flexibility,” 
he says.  “Like now, we need only 
one skidder, but we might need one 
with duals to get into wet areas, but 
we also may need one with singles 
on it to get through tight areas.  Or 
we can use the one with chains 
on real rocky jobs.  That way we 

don’t have to keep changing things 
around.”

The Shermers lean heavily on a 
veteran crew, which is also versatile.  
Most can operate more than one 
machine, as well as drive truck.  
The crew includes several who’ve 
worked for the business for more 
than twenty years, while Mary does 
the bookkeeping, payroll, and runs 
the office.  And remember Luecken 
Brothers Logging, where Cliff got 
his start in the woods?  One of those 
brothers, Richard, now works in the 
woods for the Shermers.  There’s a 
lot of history throughout Shermer 
Logging.

In many ways, it’s been a good 
year for the business.  In April, 
Shermer Logging was named 
Minnesota Logger of the Year by 
the Sustainable Forestry Initiative’s 
State Implementation Committee 
for his strong forest management 
practices.  They’re now nominated 
for the Lake States Region 
Outstanding Logger Award, to be 
announced in September.

Cliff has also regained his health 
this year.  An avid horseman, he fell 
off his horse in barrel race a year 
ago, breaking his pelvis.  He was 
laid up for most of last summer, but 
now at age 68, Cliff is back to full 

health and back in the woods, as 
well as back riding horses.

But 2018 has also presented its 
challenges.  The Laurentian Energy 
Authority has decided to reduce the 
amount of chips it uses to generate 
energy, greatly harming a main 
market for the Shermers.  They hope 
LEA will increase its purchases in 
the winter months, but nothing is 
certain.  

“For now we’re stockpiling 
chips,” he says, “and we’re taking 
more wood to Sappi and other 
places.  We’re also taking logs to 
Hedstrom.  All of the markets have 
been good to us.”

Looking toward the future, Cliff 
doesn’t anticipate slowing down 
too much.  Despite the challenges, 
he doesn’t see leaving the woods 
anytime soon.

“We don’t want to retire,” he 
says.  “We like the business.  The 
woods are pretty peaceful.  It’s a 
peaceful place to work and you get 
to see what you accomplish.  I drive 
around the country once in a while 
and think, wow we logged that.  
Maybe we can last long enough so 
we can log it one more time, you 
know?“ 
“We really like it.”

Adam Luecken harvests timber with a John Deere 853M feller buncher. 
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Main Street, Rice, MN 56367  •  Phone 320-393-2169  •  Fax 320-393-2164
Contact:  Jim or Al Voigt
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Enforcement Changes for 
Logging Trucks
The Commercial Vehicle 
Enforcement Division of the 
Minnesota State Patrol has made 
two changes in enforcement 
pertaining to the Raw Forest 
Products Permit.

5% Tolerance at Road Side Scale—
Summer Hauling

The Patrol has determined this 5% 
tolerance, long observed for loads 
with the raw forest products/6th 
axle permit, is not supported in state 
statute for “summer” hauls.

This does not change the legal 
“permitted” weight, which remains 
90,000 pounds.  However, the 
5% tolerance meant overweight 
citations couldn’t be issued 
unless the load was more than 5% 
overweight, or greater than 94,500 
pounds.  Going forward, a ticket can 
be issued and a fine can be levied if 
the load exceeds 90,000 pounds.

This new interpretation does not 
affect two aspects of Raw Forest 
Products Permit enforcement:

• The 5% tolerance remains 
in effect during MnDOT’s 
Winter Load Increase period, 
or “winter weights.”  In 
this instance, 99,000 pounds 
remains the legal weight with a 
permit.  However, overweight 
tickets may not be issued when 
a truck is weighed at a roadside 
scale if the total weight of the 
truck and the weight on the 
individual axles are within 5% 
of the legal limit, or 103,950 
pounds GVW.

• The 10% “relevant evidence” 
tolerance remains in effect for 
loads delivered and scaled at 
mills under the Raw Forest 
Products Permit.  This means 
a civil overweight citation 
may not be issued based on 
information gathered at scales 
if the total weight of the loaded 
truck is within 10% of the legal 
limit.  This tolerance is in effect 
year round.  But there is not 
tolerance in statute available 
to loads hauled using the Farm 
Products Permit.

In addition, the 5% tolerance 
remains in effect for unfinished 
forest products on five axles at 
80,000 pounds, meaning a citation 
cannot be issued roadside unless the 
weight exceeds 84,000 pounds.

The Raw Forest Products Permit 
was created through legislation 
in 2004, promoted by TPA and 
supported by MnDOT because the 
total weight of the truck would 
be distributed over an extra axle, 
reducing road wear and tear.  The 
State Patrol has also supported the 
provision because the extra brakes 
on the 6th axle increases stopping 
ability and overall safety.  

TPA members attended a meeting 
in Brainerd to discuss the 5% 
tolerance issue with Commercial 
Vehicle Enforcement staff and 
exchanged viewpoints.  TPA is 
continuing to seek avenues to re-
instate the 5% tolerance for summer 
hauling on the Raw Forest Products 
Permit.

Fine Calculation for Raw Forest 
Products Permit

Earlier this year, the State 
Patrol changed how it determines 
overweight fine amounts under 
the Raw Forest Products Permit.  
Going forward, the fine will be 
calculated by the difference between 

the actual weight of the truck 
and the permitted weight, 90,000 
pounds during summer hauling, for 
example.

Previously, the Patrol had 
determined that an overweight 
ticket voided the permit, and 
determined the fine using 80,000 
pounds as the baseline.

With the new policy, when a 
citation is issued to a truck weighing 
95,000 pounds in the summer, the 
total fine will be calculated as a 
5,000 pound overage, rather than 
15,000 pounds over weight using 
the previous method.

TPA worked with Commercial 
Vehicle Enforcement to get the 
policy changed, including Captain 
Jonathan Olsen, who agreed with 
TPA’s position.

Wheel Loaders, Crawlers, Track Excavators
Loader Backhoes, Skidders, Skid-Steer
Loaders, Engines and Transmissions

“Rely on our experience–Est. 1967”

www.sewlparts.com - parts@sewlparts.com
4535 State Route 3 N • PO Box 136

Wolf Lake, IL 62998

1-800-626-6046

USED REPAIR PARTS
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RDO Equipment Co.
1675 126th Street West
Burnsville, MN 55337
952-890-6144

www.rdoequipment.com/industries/land-clearing

From horizontal grinders, forestry tractors, and whole 
tree chippers to compost turners, tub grinders, and 
trommel screens,RDO Equipment Co. has the recycling 
and forestry equipment you need to get the job done. 
With dedicated Recycling and Forestry Specialists on 
staff, we have the expertise to make sure you get the 
most out of your equipment.

Ask about how our RDO Promise™
keeps you up and running.

Contact us to learn more!

Powerful recycling 
and forestry equipment:
RDO does that.
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65th Annual Expo Headed 
to Grand Rapids!
Friday Night Reception Added! 

For the third straight year, the 
North Star Expo is returning to the 
Itasca County Fairgrounds in Grand 
Rapids.  Minnesota’s largest logging 
equipment show is in its 65th year 
and will be held September 14th and 
15th.   As always, there will be lots 
to see and do, including the latest in 
logging equipment from all of the 
region’s top vendors.  

New at this year’s Expo: A 
reception for all vendors and 
attendees at the TimberLake Lodge 
in Grand Rapids.  The reception will 
feature FREE hors d’oeuvres and a 
cash bar, as well as door prizes.  The 
reception runs from 5 to 7:30PM on 
Friday night September 14th.

Continuing the Expo tradition of 
great food and fellowship, McCoy 
Construction and Forestry will 

A highlight of every Expo is the Best Load competition, in which loggers and 
truckers show off the best of the best of Minnesota’s wood.  Last year, Junker 
Logging of Littlefork was judged the cream of the crop of the Expo’s outstanding 
Best Load entries.
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again provide a free pancake breakfast on Saturday 
morning.

“Grand Rapids loves the Timber Industry,” said  
TPA Expo Committee chair Chad Lovdahl.  “That’s 
why we love coming to the Itasca County Fairgrounds 
each year.  Attendance at last year’s Expo was even 
bigger than the year before, both in terms of vendors 
and people showing up, and it looks like we could 
have even more vendors this year.  We’re looking 
forward to it.”

In addition to the usual Expo events, TPA is again 
hosting Future Forest Stewards, an event for high 
school students from around the region.  It’s an 
opportunity to teach the students about a variety 
of topics related to the timber industry, including 
logging, sustainable forestry, the industry’s economic 
importance to our state, and jobs available in the 
industry.  The students will also visit a timber harvest 
at another site.  It’s the second year the Expo has 
hosted the event, and it’s organized by a coalition 
of organizations:  The Grand Rapids Chamber of 
Commerce, the regional economic development 
organization APEX, the Northeast Minnesota Office 
of Job Training, and the Applied Learning Institute, 
which strives to enhance technical education in 
northeastern Minnesota.

Like at any Expo, there will be plenty of 
competitions:

The Best Load contest is taking place again this 
year.  Only the wood will be judged, not the truck 
it is hauled on.  Points will be scored on the timber 

This year’s Expo is hosting the Future Forest Stewards event for the 2nd straight year.  It’s an opportunity for high school 
students from around the region to learn about our industry.  Above, students at last year’s event visit an active harvest in 
the red pine stand just west of the Itasca County Fairgrounds.

GOOD 
BUSINESS.

WHAT’S RIGHT IS JUST
WHEN DOING

° BUSINESS/CORPORATE LAW °

›› John Gasele  ›› Robert Kanuit
 ›› Daniel Maddy  ›› Paul Loraas

We have an attorney for you.

fryberger.com



Timber Bulletin  July/August 201818

Expo vendors put a lot of time and effort into making sure their displays look 
their best.  In 2017, Laona Machine Supply received the blue ribbon in the Best 
Outdoor Lot division.

quality, product quality, product 
manufacturing, load appearance, 
and load securement.  Monetary 
prizes are awarded to the top 
finishers.

The Loader Contest will also be 
held again this year, as well as the 
Master Loader contest.  Winners 
will receive cash prizes!

Daniel J. Zobel CIC
Certified Insurance Councilor
Duluth / 332 West Superior Street, Suite 700
218.722.7753 -or- 1.800.241.2425

www.otismagie.com

We are staffed to provide the following endorsed programs for
members of the Minnesota Timber Producers Association:

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
Group Health Insurance • Group Dental Insurance

Insurance Section 125 Plans  • Group Life Insurance

Protection, Performance and Peace of Mind.

Let Otis-Magie Help You Get There.

Timber Bulletin 
 

 

TRUSTED PRODUCTS. 
EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. 

CHECK US OUT  
TODAY AT: 

 
MidStatesHydraulics.com 

CORPORATE OFFICE:  
 Medford, WI   ·  715-748-5565 

 
BRANCH OFFICE:         

Appleton, WI  ·  920-687-9750 

Don’t forget to call us for 
all of your hydraulic needs.  

 
Everything you need, all in 

one place.  

The Coloring Contest will take 
place this year as well.  In our last 
issue of the Timber Bulletin, you’ll 
find a pull-out poster for the little 
ones to enter.  Just have them color 
the poster and either bring it to the 
Expo or mail it to the TPA office.  
Entries will be posted at the Expo 
for all to enjoy. We’ll also have blank 

coloring forms at the Expo.
Don’t forget to bring in your 

wood cookies for the Big Cookie 
Contest.  Remember to attach a list 
indicating species, where taken, 
company name and register at the 
Registration Desk first!

Test your visual skills and Guess 
the Weight!  Entry forms will be 
available near one of the Best Load 
trucks.

We’ll have fun for the whole 
family.  See you September 14th and 
15th in Grand Rapids! 
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MEET THE CAT® D SERIES 

Wheel Feller Buncher

877.290.8121
www.zieglercat.com

Greater Reliability and Durability  The Cat Wheel 
Feller Buncher features a robust electrical system, pressurized 
compartments, improved components, and a proven cooling 
system and structure that deliver greater reliability and durability.  

Ziegler Support  Ziegler CAT is dedicated to maximizing 
your equipment uptime with cost-effective product support. We 
back your logging equipment with complete service, parts, and 
resources unmatched in the industry. 

Strong Performance, Higher Efficiency  Cat Wheel 
Feller Bunchers deliver more productivity at a lower operating 
cost. Patented technologies, including the PowerDirect Plus 
System and Transverse Mounted Engine allow the machine to cut 
and carry more wood than before. Advanced hydraulics speed up 
multi-functioning and cycle times to increase productivity and saw 
recovery. 

Cat Wheel Feller Bunchers maneuver easily in dense forest and have the durability to stand up to the demands of 
a high-production operation. From thinning through final harvest, these models are the industry’s most versatile, 
delivering a superior ride and smooth hydraulics in a quiet, comfortable, high-visibility cab.

VISIT US AT THE 
NORTH STAR EXPO
SEPTEMBER 14 –15
Itasca County Fairgrounds 
Grand Rapids, MN
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65th NORTH STAR EXPO
2018

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday, September 14

9:00 am - 5:00 pm Equipment Displays Open
9:00 am - 3:00 pm Log-A-Load For Kids Harvest
9:30 am     Display Contest Judging
10:00 am - 11:00 am Loader Contest (sign up at site)
11:30 am - 12:30 pm Celebrity/Media Loader Contest
12:30 pm - 3:00 pm Loader Contest (sign up at site)
5:00 pm Equipment displays close
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm Cash Bar & Social Hour begins @TimberLake Lodge 
 in the Oak Room with Hors D’oeuvres & Door Prizes

 
Saturday, September 15

7:00 am - 9:00 am        Free Pancake Breakfast (Sponsored by McCoy Construction & Forestry) 
9:00 am - 2:00 pm Equipment displays open
9:00 am - 11:00 am Loader Contest (sign up at site)
11:30 am Coloring contest winners announced
1:00 pm Winners announced for Loader, Master Loader, and Best Load contests
1:30 pm Winners announced for Guess the Weight, Vendor Drawing, 
 Wood I.D. and Big Cookie contests
 2:00 pm Equipment displays close

CONTESTS
Guess the Weight - Guess the weight of a fully loaded truck
Wood Identification - See how many tree species you can identify
Loader - Test your skills against the clock
Masters Division Loader - Loader contest for those 50 and over - sign up at site 
Best Load - Come and see the Best Loads of Wood on Display
Big Cookie- Enter to see if your wood cookie is the biggest of its species.

For additional information, contact:
Minnesota Timber Producers Association

324 W Superior St #903, Duluth, MN  55802
218/722-5013
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8

24/7 Self- 
Unloading 
Drop Site 
Available!

Basswood ONLY
Length: must be 100"

Diameter: 8 inch minimum
Limbs: well trimmed, flush with bole

No Bells, Rot or Crotches
Minimal Cracks and Sweep

Needs to be fresh cut logs
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53’ – 7 axles – Michigan Special
6 bunks,  empty weight 22,500 lbs, (2) FA Lifts and (2) RA Lifts,
445 Michelin tires on aluminum wheels  $94,500 w/FET

Complete 5 Bunk Kits with 
Aluminum Stake and End Gates

For Flatbed or Rail Trailers
Kit includes: 10 Galvanized Bunk Bottoms, 
(20) Alum. 8’ Stakes, Alum. Front and Rear
Gates, Mounting Kit............................$7750
Galvanized Bunk Bottom w/ (2) 8’ Aluminum
Stakes and Hardware............................$600
Alum. Stake, 8’6....................................$140
Alum. Stake, 8’ .....................................$125

New 2016 Galvanized 47’ 3 Axle 
5 Bunk Log Trailer 

All Alum. Wheels, Front and Rear Axles Lift, 30K Axles and
Suspension, LED Lights, Empty Weight: 13,500# Painted,
13,800# Galvanized.

$48,500 w/FET Galvanized

$46,500 w/FET Painted Black

In Stock – Escanaba! 20 bunk trailers in stock
ready to go!

Custom built galvanized truck
racks for loader trucks. 
Call for customized quote.
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Young Forest Decline in the 
Lake State’s Farm Bill Offers 
Forest Service Solution  
by Tim O’Hara | FRA Manager, Lake States 
Region and Policy Communications
The 2018 Farm Bill offers a reasonable 
solution to improve young forest habitat 
on federal lands with provisions for a 
categorical exclusion for the purpose of 
creating young forests.

Young forests (less than twenty 
years of age) provide habitat for 
many wildlife species in the Lake 
States. Over the last forty years, 
the amount of young forest in the 
Lake States has shown a significant 
decrease. With the loss of young 
forests, species associated with early 
successional habitat will continue 
to decline in abundance. States such 
as Connecticut have recognized the 
value of early successional forests 
and have implemented initiatives to 
increase young forest habitat. 1

Historically, young forest 
habitat was created by natural 
disturbances, such as insect disease 
outbreaks followed by fires. Today, 
forest management and timber 
harvesting are tools that are used 
to create young forests. Timber 
harvesting has many benefits over 
natural disturbances (e.g., timber 
utilization). It is also less harmful 
to the environment. Furthermore, 
research in the Lake States (MN) 
shows that the species diversity 
of young forests established post-
logging was no different than those 
established post-wildfire.

“For young stands, those 
established post-logging had higher 
vascular plant diversity than those 
post-wildfire. Otherwise, we found 
no evidence of differing species 
diversity (including canopy tree, 
shrub, herbaceous, and bryophyte 
species), composition, productivity, 
or nitrogen cycling in forest stands 
of comparable age and forest 
type that originated after logging 
compared to after wildfire.” 2

In the Lake States, economically 
important wildlife species, such as 
ruffed grouse and white-tail deer, 
are dependent on young forest 
habitat. Each year these species 
generate substantial revenue for the 
Lake States region through license 
sales and all the activities involved 
in pursuing these game species. In 
the Lake States, it is estimated that 
hunting contributes $9.2 billion 
annually to the region’s economy. 3

Additionally, many non-game 
species are associated with young 
forest habitat. The golden-winged 
warbler is one songbird whose 
population has dramatically 
decreased. The decline has been 
directly attributed to the loss of 
young-forest habitat throughout its 
range. 4

What does the data say . . .
Young forest acreage in the Lake 

States region has been trending 
downward. Forest Inventory and 
Analysis (FIA) data shows that the 
region has 6+ million fewer acres 
of young forest habitat than it did 
forty years ago. Over this same time 
period, older forests (greater than 80 

years old) have increased by more 
than 5.7 million acres.

As young forests decrease and old 
forests increase, we will continue to 
see declines in species that depend 
on young forests and increases in 
forest mortality and wildfires.

The solution to increasing the 
wildlife species associated with 
young forests is to create more 
habitat through active forest 
management. This includes forest 
restoration projects to reduce 
fuel loads and timber harvesting. 
In the 2018 Farm Bill, the early 
successional habitat categorical 
exclusion offers a reasonable 
solution to increase the amount 
of young forest habitat on federal 
lands.

The early successional forest 
exclusion would be welcomed in 
the Lake States. It would allow the 
Forest Service to move towards the 
young forest objectives identified 
in its forest plans. Currently, young 
forest habitat on Forest Service 
lands is less than fifty percent of the 
acres recommended by the forest 
plans within the region.
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THE LEGEND.NOTHING 
COMPARES TO

www.wallingfords.com | 800.323.3708 | Dealer inquiries invited

Marketed in North 
America exclusively by

Lube-Direct, Internal oil feeder  
grooves featured in XV® and BC nose/tips  

force the lubrication direct to the bearings,  
keeping them cool which results in longer life. 

New 15 tooth sprocket 
only available on XV® 
sawbars, reduces its 
RPM resulting in less 
friction and wear.

Harvester Chain

Replaceable nose/tip for extended  
use of the bar. 

Machined edge on the nose/tip  
reduces chipping and extends  
nose/tip life (BC bars only).

Ultra high strength Titanium alloy  
steel bar body reduces bending  
and has been proven to be  
the strongest sawbar  
available.

Northern Capital has been serving the Forest
Products Industry for over 20 years specializing in
workers compensation, property, general liability

and truck/auto insurance coverages.

For more information contact Northern Capital at
1-800-676-8818 or info@northerncapital-mn.com

BITCO has been serving the forest products industry for more 
than 70 years and is proud to partner with Northern Capital 

Insurance Group to serve the needs of TPA members.
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 NORTH STAR EXPO   
FRIDAY NIGHT RECEPTION 

TimberLake Lodge—Grand Rapids 

Friday, September 14, 2018 
5PM – 7:30PM 

Free Hors D’oeuvres
Cash Bar 

Door Prizes 

Please join us after a fun-filled day at the Expo! 

Thank You to our Reception Sponsors! 
Compeer Financial 
McCoy  
Norbord 
Northern Capital 
PCA Boise 
Petro Choice 
Pomp’s Tire

Road Machinery & Supplies  
RDO Equipment 
Sappi 
Savanna Pallets 
UPM Blandin 
Verso 
ZieglerCAT

PotlatchDeltic 

Sponsors as of 8/20/18.  More could be added before the event.   
All sponsors will be recognized at the reception. 
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LARGE TRAILER INVENTORY 
WALKING FLOORS • LOWBOYS • TIPPERS 
WALKING FLOOR INSTALLATIONS 

SERVICE • REPAIR • CONVERSIONS 

Easily Move Bulk Material! 
 Wood Chips, Sawdust, Mulch 

 Corn, Grain, Silage 
 Refuse, Recyclables, Waste, Demo 

 Bulk Material & Palletized Cargo 
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The Timber Bulletin publishes 
information regarding results of a 
sampling of recent timber sales and 
other market indicators, as well as 
other market-related news items.

Recent Timber Sales 
Average prices, as reported
by each agency

Agency Regular Intermediate
DNR—NE Region 
June 14—Sealed Bid
Aspen Species 
   (WC) $42.09 $34.61
Aspen Species 
   (PW) $45.02 $35.73
Norway Pine 
   (WMP) $72.77 $61.71
Maple Speices 
   (PW) $20.10 $20.85
40 of the 60 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.

On the Markets
Lake County
July 11—Oral Auction
Aspen P&B $27.53 NA
Birch P&B $  9.17 NA
Spruce P&B  $20.44 NA
Maple P&B $  7.05 NA
7 of the 16 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
DNR—Warroad Area 
May 15—Oral Auction
Aspen Species 
   (WC) $20.98 $32.57
Aspen Species 
   (PW) $10.67 $13.50
Norway Pine 
   (WMP) $43.30 $48.30
Pine Species 
   (WMP) $36.21 NA
30 of the 42 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Cass County 
July 26—Oral Auction
Aspen $41.74 $31.39
Birch $25.36 $20.63
Red Oak $41.56 $27.12
All 6 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.

DNR—NW Region 
June 14—Sealed Bid
Aspen Species 
   (PW) $29.98 $31.12
Norway Pine 
   (PB) $64.60 $48.57
Balsam Fir 
   (PW) $20.63 $17.32
Aspen Speices 
   (WC) $37.47 $28.82
36 of the  41 tracts offered during 
the sale were purchased.
Cass County 
June 28—Sealed Bid
Aspen $40.22 $43.24
Birch $15.26 $39.47
Balsam Fir $19.66 $16.44
All 6 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.
Hubbard County 
July 9—Oral Auction
Aspen Pulp $36.56 NA
Aspen Mixed $44.64 NA
N. Pine Pulp $21.42 NA
N. Pine Bolts $44.89 NA
Maple Pulp $  7.29 NA
All 13 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.

Logging equipment can damage 
underground pipelines. 

Pipeline rights-of-way are not 
designed as roads, and heavy 
machinery—such as logging 
equipment—can damage the 
pipelines below.

Contact Enbridge before working 
on or crossing our pipeline 
right-of-way.  We will work with 
you to establish safe crossing 
and accommodate logging 
requirements.

Call 1 (800) 858-5253 or 
visit enbridge.com/safedigging

Call before you cross
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Koochiching County 
August 1—Oral Auction
Aspen P/B $27.68 $36.62
Spruce P/B $19.24 $17.88
Balsam P/B $  8.69 $10.90
Norway Pine 
   P/B $36.15 $39.86
20 of 22 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.  The two 
unsold tracts were purchased after 
the auction.
Beltrami County 
August 7—Sealed Bid
Aspen Pulp $30.39 NA
Jack Pine Pulp $20.10 NA
2 of the 5 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Beltrami County 
August 9—Oral Auction
Aspen Pulp $38.02 NA
Jack Pine Pulp $38.57 NA
Red Pine Bolts $44.28 NA
Tamrack Pulp $  4.00 NA
All 11tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased, In addition, 3 tracts 
that went unsold during the 8/7 
sealed bid auction were sold at this 
time as well.
St. Louis County 
August 16—Oral Auction
Aspen NA $26.08
Balsam Fir NA $15.01
Black Spruce NA $26.12
Birch NA $  8.05
Ash NA $  3.34
21 of the 28 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Products:
PB= Pulp and Bolts
WMP= Woodsrun mixed Products
WC= Woodsrun cordwood
ST=Sawtimber
WST=Woodsrun Sawtimber
PW=Pulpwood
SLV=Sawlogs/Veneer

“Insuring the Timber Industry since 1946!”
800.934.LOGS
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LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

Timberland
Ownership

by J. C. Ryan

This story is reprinted from an earlier Timber Bulletin–one of the first of “Buzz” 
Ryan’s ever-popular contributions to these pages. The Bulletin will continue to 
reprint selected stories from the memories he recorded for us.–Editor

12

LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

Timberland Ownership
by J. C. Ryan

Many of the people who read my arti-
cles on early loggers in Minnesota ask, 
“How did the loggers get ownership of the 
timber? Did they just go in and cut tim-
ber any place? Did they buy the timber or 
did they lease it, or what?” First I must 
say that the loggers – the people who cut, 
hauled and drove the logs to market–in 
most cases were not the owners of the 
timber. Their job was logging the timber. 
The timber stumpage was owned by deal-
ers in timber stumpage or by the large 
lumber companies which, in many cases, 
were the owners of the sawmills. Most of 
the logging was done for so much per 
thousand board feet for the logs cut, 
hauled, driven or delivered to the sawmill 
companies.

Originally all the land in Minnesota 
was owned by the government. When 
Virginia ceded its western claims in 
1784, all the area of which Minnesota 

is a part became public domain land and 
was under control of the United States 
congress, which had the power to dispose 
of it and make rules for hauling it. 
Congress followed a basic policy of trans-
ferring ownership to the state and to 
individuals and corporations after termi-
nation of the rights of occupancy by the 
Indians. There were many ways in which 
this was done and Agnes Larson’s History 
of the White Pine Industry in Minnesota 
is probably one of the best authorities on 
this subject. 

Some of the methods were as follows: 
Grants to the State of Minnesota. A 

considerable amount of land was granted 
to the State of Minnesota as State Trust 
Fund Lands for the public. Proceeds from 
these trust funds lands had to be used for 
specific purposes. For example, proceeds 
from certain lands were for school pur-
poses. The congressional act which cre-

ated the State of Minnesota reserved Sec. 
16 and 36 of every township for school 
purposes. There were other grants to the 
state for university lands, for internal 
improvement and for salt springs. Under 
the Swamp Land Act of 1860 another 
large group of lands was granted to the 
state. Because of these grants the State 
of Minnesota became the owner of consid-
erable timber lands. 

Railroad Land Grants. Land grants 
were made to railroad companies to aid 
in the construction of railroads to open 
up the area. These amounted to as much 
as every other section of land to a dis-
tance of six miles each side of the rail-
road. Some grants included every other 
section up to 10 miles on each side of the 
railroad. These railroad grants amounted 
to over ten million acres or about 20 per-
cent of all lands in the State of Minnesota 
and were the largest of all railroad land 

A good load of logs in the Duluth area about 1910.
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An early logging camp in northern Minnesota about 1890. Early camp buildings were made of logs.

With yields running up to a million board feet per 40-acre tract, white pine (left) was the timber most desired by the parties buying government lands.
Norway (center) was second in demand. After 1900, good stands of black spruce were sought on land grant and other government timber lands.
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grants. So the railroads became the own-
ers of considerable timber land.

Scrip. There were several types of 
scrip wherein the government gave land 
to soldiers returning from the Civil War. 
This was done under the Military Bounty 
Law. Each soldier could get up to 160 
acres by just applying for it with his army 
discharge as evidence. This applied to 
soldiers of the War of 1812 and other mil-
itary service also. There were other types 
of scrip: Surveyor General Scrip, Indian 
Scrip, etc. Many of the transfers of land to 
individuals in the early days of logging 
along the St. Croix were made by the use 
of scrip and bounty land warrants. 

Homesteads and preemption 
claims. Much of the remaining land in 
northern Minnesota was opened up for 
homesteading and preemption claims 
where individuals could file on 160 acres 
of land and by making a statement of 
intention to farm or make a home on it, 
could get title to it by paying $1.25 per 
acre. Some of the timber outfits sent men 
in to file on these preemption claims and 
then bought the timber from them. The 
preemption claims ended in 1891. How-
ever, the Homestead Law was still in 
effect. To homestead you had to build a 
house and make a clearing and live on 
the land up to five years before acquiring 
title. Much of northern Minnesota was 
settled by homesteaders. Many of these 
homesteaders sold their timber to lumber 
companies, and after the timber was 
removed most of these lands on the better 
soils became fine farm land. 

Reservation lands. On reservations 
Indians were given allotments on land for 
their own use. These individual Indians 
sold their timber to lumber companies. 
Tribal timber was also sold to lumber 
companies under several methods in 

later years.
Besides the methods of land and tim-

ber transfers mentioned above the gov-
ernment held public auctions of both land 
and timber. The first public auction of 
pine lands was held at St. Croix Falls in 
1848, and while the sale was held in Wis-
consin, it was for land in Minnesota, a 
triangle between the Rum, St. Croix, and 
the Mississippi Rivers. A treaty with the 
Indians gave the government the right to 
sell land and timber in this area. Some of 
the finest white pine in Minnesota grew 
in this area and this was the birthplace of 
the logging industry in the state.

Government land offices were set up at 
St. Paul and St. Cloud and they handled 
many of the sales in the southern and 
western parts of the state. In 1857, a gov-
ernment land office was set up at 
Buchanan (present site of Knife River) 
and in 1859 this was moved to Portland 
(which is now part of Duluth) and in 1860 
moved again to Duluth. This land office 
handled mostly sales of timber land. 
Besides handling the auction sales, it 
also handled the stone and timber claims 
where one could file on 160 acres of land 
too rocky for farming and get title by 
paying $2.50 per acre. Very little land 
was bought by timber men until after 
1870. However, by 1873, 49 townships of 
northern Minnesota were sold at an aver-
age price of $2.50 per acre, with the high-
est price being $6.00 per acre.

By 1880 many sales were being made. 
In August of 1882, President Chester A. 
Arthur issued a proclamation that two 
million acres of pine land would be offered 
for sale in Duluth. This included land as 
far west as Itasca County. Much of this 
land was purchased by large timber own-
ers, sawmill operators, and others inter-
ested in the value of holding timber lands 

as well as those interested in the miner-
als to be found on some of these lands. 
T.B. Walker, John Pillsbury, Marshall 
Alworth, John De Lattrie and others pur-
chased land at this Duluth sale.

While some of this pine land was sold 
as land and timber other was sold as tim-
ber only and the purchaser was given a 
timber deed only. Much of these land and 
timber purchases at these sales changed 
hands many times before they were 
logged, and many of these land holders 
were in no way connected with the lum-
bering industry but were just investing 
in timber lands as a business venture. 
However, eventually most of these lands 
were purchased by the sawmill and lum-
ber manufacturers. Considerable money 
was made in the handling of these lands 
before they became the property of the 
sawmill and lumber companies.

Lumber companies eventually pur-
chases timber from the railroad and 
other land grants as well as from lands 
granted to the state. Much of the pine 
was paid for at a good price before it 
reached the hands of the manufacturers.

In the very early days before the land 
was surveyed, some land was probably 
cut without being paid for and there are 
records of a Canadian company coming 
into Minnesota and cutting pine along 
the Little Fork and Big Fork Rivers and 
driving it down the rivers to Rainy Lake 
and towing it across the lake to what is 
now Kenora without paying for the tim-
ber as that area was not surveyed at that 
time. However, this was but a small part 
of the vast pine stands. 

In these and many other ways timber 
lands and rights were transferred from 
government to private ownership–for the 
most part to large logging companies con-
tracted by sawmill owners.

A logging camp in the Virginia area about 1920. These later camps were made of lumber and tar paper.
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Nordic Traction Group, the parent company of Clark Tracks, Scotland and Nordchain, 
Finland, offers a full line of traction products. Nordic Traction has partnered with 
Wallingford's Inc., North America’s largest manufacturer and  
distributor of logging supplies, to market these tested and  
proven products throughout all of USA and Canada. 
www.nordictractiongroup.com

Clark Tracks and NordChain are marketed in  
North America exclusively by Wallingford's Inc.

Find us on

www.wallingfords.com

Call or visit Wallingfords  
online to learn more.

800-323-3708

www.nordchaintirechains.com

NordChain is the new brand name for the  
same products that have been produced  
since 1930, formerly known as Gunnebo.  
Today, NordChain product lines offer proven 
quality and are characterized by outstanding 
traction and long service life, as well as  
excellent fit and overall performance.

Clark Tracks specializes in developing and manufacturing 
forest machine tracks to suit both cut-to-length  
machines and skidders. We supply tracks in various 
sizes and designs to suit virtually any terrain, the 
harshest climates and all machine types. From tracks 
for climbing to tracks with extreme flotation,  
Clark Tracks has something to suit your needs.

www.clarktracksusa.com

TRACTION SOLUTIONS
for Harvesters, Forwarders and Skidders. 

SuperStud ATF
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To serve our readers better, the Timber 
Bulletin offers free classified ads of 
up to 85 words to all members and 
associate members of the Minnesota 
Timber Producers Association. All ads 
must be submitted in writing to the 
Association office. The MTPA assumes 
no responsibility for ad contents and 
accepts free ads on a first-come, first-
served basis within space limitations.
________________________________
HELP WANTED________________________________
Truck driver, full time, year 
around, hauling tree-length wood 
in Southeast Texas, experience 
preferred. 409-489-0113
________________________________
WANTED________________________________

Barrel stave logs – White Oak and 
Burr Oak butt cuts 12-inch diameter 

and up – random lengths
For more information call

Robert Staggemeier at
Staggemeyer Stave Co. Inc.

Caledonia, MN 55921
Office: 507-724-3395
Cell: 608-792-7598

Classifieds
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Ben Mussehl
Financial Services Officer - Timber Specialist
(715) 688-9080
Ben.Mussehl@Compeer.com

Tammy Moon
Associate Timber Lending Specialist
(320) 406-4692
Tammy.Moon@Compeer.com

Your hopes. Your dreams.
WE’RE READY.
We’re Compeer Financial.™  

Profitability doesn’t always come easy when 
you’re trying to harvest timber, sustain logging 
resources, manage the environment and 
produce an excellent wood product.

That’s why we offer operating loans, leases 
and a variety of equipment loans to help you 
with your forestry financing as you plan for 
growth. From dozers to processors, we have 
the financing options and Timber expertise 
you need to help you move forward.

COMPEER.COM/TIMBER

Compeer Financial, ACA is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender and Equal Opportunity Provider. ©2017

COMPEER.COM  |  (844) 426-6733

TIMBER BULLETIN Subscription Order

Make checks payable to:
TPA Services, Inc., 903 Medical Arts Bldg., 324 W. Superior St., Duluth, MN 55802

Note: Existing subscriptions will continue at their current rate until they expire.

Please send my GIFT SUBSCRIPTION to the Minnesota Timber Bulletin (six issues
per year) to be sent to the name below. Payment is enclosed for:

� 1 year $20  � 2 years $33  � 3 years $45
Please type or print clearly.

NAME ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________STATE ____________ZIP____________

Please ENTER my subscription to the Minnesota Timber Bulletin (six issues per
year). Payment is enclosed for:

� 1 year $25  � 2 years $40  � 3 years $55
Please type or print clearly.

NAME ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________STATE ____________ZIP____________

COMPANY/ORGANIZATION ____________________________________________



NEW NAME
SAME GREAT SERVICE

SAVE TIME. COVER MORE AREA.

Bemidji, MN 
218-759-1996 

Duluth, MN 
218-722-7456

Grand Rapids, MN
218-326-9427

Ashland, WI
715-682-5522

Chippewa Falls, WI
715-834-2924 

Merrill, WI
715-536-0633

Escanaba, MI
906-789-9054

mccoycf.com

STOP BY ONE OF OUR SEVEN LOCATIONS TODAY!

EQUIPMENT SALES  |  RENTALS  |  SERVICE  |  PARTS  |  TECHNOLOGY

As a logger, one of your most valuable commodities is uptime. You need fast, accurate diagnosis 
of machine issues, rapid service response, and tracking of equipment and operators to maximize 
efficiency and productivity. We have the John Deere forestry solution to help you do that, and more.



FORESTRY 
QUALITY WITH 
THE KOMATSU 

ADVANTAGE

WWW.RMSEQUIPMENT.COM

DULUTH, MN
218-727-8611

VIRGINIA, MN
218-741-9011

ROAD MACHINERY & SUPPLIES CO.  
PROUDLY SERVING ITS CUSTOMERS SINCE 1926

Komatsu is an engineering company with a dedicated focus on 
forestry that will bring your business distinct advantages, including: 

Komatsu delivers world class quality, reliability and support–All of  
the tools you’ll need to get the job done.

•	 Technical Innovations
•	 Manufacturing Quality

•	 Product Support
•	 A Reliable Partner


