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Call or visit Wallingfords 
online to learn more.

Nordic Traction Group, the parent company of Clark Tracks, Scotland and Nordchain, 
Finland, offers a full line of traction products. Nordic Traction has partnered with 
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for the same products that have 
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known as Gunnebo. Today, NordChain  
product lines offer proven quality 
and are characterized by outstanding 
traction and long service life, as well 
as excellent fit and overall performance.

Clark Tracks specialize in developing and  
manufacturing forest machine tracks to suit 
both cut-to-length machines and skidders. 
We supply  tracks in various sizes and designs 
to suit virtually any terrain, the harshest 
climates and all machine types. From tracks 
for climbing to tracks with extreme flotation, 
Clark Tracks has something to suit your needs.
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LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

Skidding by Horse and Ox
by J. C. Ryan

After watching various rubber-tires skid-
ders demonstrated at the annual TPA log-
ging demonstration and having seen the 
many types of power skidders entering the 
north woods in recent years, one may won-
der how the vast stands of virgin pine in 
northern Minnesota were ever logged, con-
sidering that loggers had to skid mostly 
with horses and oxen.

In the early days, when logs were skid-
ded to the rivers and lakes, quite a few 
oxen were used. They were slow and power-
ful, moved well in the brush, ate less than 
horses, were less expensive and needed less 
care. The oxen were generally paired, but it 
was not uncommon to see four or six oxen 
skidding a large log. 

In Minnesota, oxen were used mostly in 
the southern part of the pine range along 
the St. Croix River, the Rum River and up 
along the Mississippi River to Grand Rap-
ids or to a short distance west. Very few 
were used in the northern part of the pine 
range.

Throughout the northern half of the pine 
range, horses were used for most of the log 
skidding. Two horses were used most often 
but with a small run of timber, sometimes 
a single horse was used. 

When a large butt long log was too much 
for a single team, it was left until all the 
skidding nearby was done. Then four 
horses would go in and skid all the big butt 
logs that had been left on a certain tract. 
This was usually done late in the spring 

clean-up.
I remember one spring at one of the 

Northern Lumber Co. camps run by Tom 
Henderson, an unusual number of pine 
butt logs were skidded. Early in April, they 
were left two and three on a skidway all 
along the railroad track in Section 30-53-
12. Dan McCloud was scaling them as we 
happened along. We were estimating the 
number of board feet in each log. These ran 
from 900 to 1,200 board feet per log. They 
were all loaded at one time and made eight 
cars of the finest pine logs I ever saw.

Skidding tongs were used on most logs 
and they were skidded one at a time. How-
ever, when the logs ran small, a skidding 
chain was used and then two, three or even 
four logs were skidded at a time. Skidding 
usually was confined to about 40 rods from 
the skidway or about half way across a 
forty – logging roads usually went through 
the center of a forty if the terrain was level.

When skidding had to be done for any 
distance, a single-bunk dray with spikes 
along the tops of the bunk was used. The 
butt end of the log was then rolled onto the 
dray and the top end left dragging on the 
ground. Two or three logs could be hauled 
in this manner. With the front end of the 
log on the dray, pulling was much easier for 
the horses.

Ties, pulp, posts and other short prod-
ucts were skidded with a two-bunk dray – 
usually pulled with a team of horses – and 
about a cord was taken out each trip. Here 

skidding was confined to less than one-
fourth of a mile.

Some large logs were peeled or barked 
on one side and then rolled and skidded 
with the smooth side down to make the 
pulling easier for the horses.

Cedar poles, mining poles and long tim-
bers were skidded similarly to logs, with 
the single-bunk dray used for longer dis-
tance skidding.

A team of horses and one man would 
skid up to 150 logs per day. There was usu-
ally one “swamper” cutting trails for each 
skidding team. Often, as many horses skid-
ded as hauled logs in a camp. However, 
plans were to have most of the skidding 
done early in January before the snow got 
deep. Most sleigh-haul logs were decked in 
the woods so a whole load could be loaded 
in one spot and the sleigh not moved with 
half a load or several times while being 
loaded.

Only one company used the steam skid-
der with any success in Minnesota. That 
was the Crookston Lumber Co. of Bemidji, 
which did steam skidding in the Kelliher, 
Mizpah, Northome and Blackduck areas 
from 1910 to 1920. Several other compa-
nies tried this high-line cable skidding but 
had little success. The Cloquet Lumber Co. 
tried it in the Cloquet Valley Forest area.

The cost of log skidding was one of the 
factors a lumber camp foreman watched 
very closely. And he always tried to get a 
good straw-boss to handle the crews.
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I hope everyone is having a 
good winter.  It certainly has been 
another challenging one.  Little to 
no frost in the ground has made 
more work and cost for everyone.  
Now with February temps in the 
50s, it could be one of the shortest.  
Thanks goes out to TPA staff for 
working with MnDOT on road 
postings and keeping us informed.

Earlier this winter, RMS brought 
a Komatsu 220 excavator with 
a Quadco Forestpro telescoping 
delimber for us to demo.  It pinned 
on the excavator with no major 
modification.  It uses the same 

valving 
on the 
machine.  
The 
telescoping 
boom 

added length that 
sped up delimbing.  
It’s always fun 
to see how the 
manufacturers are 
trying to make 
logging easier and 
more efficient.

Keep Wednesday June 14 open 
for TPA’s Annual Meeting at 
Ruttger’s on Sugar Lake.  I look 
forward to seeing you there.

Spring is coming and so are 
the MLEP and LogSafe Training 
sessions.  Remember to sign up 
early.

With breakup coming, we need 
to be safe and take time to be with 
our families. 
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BUILDING EQUIPMENT THAT CREATES OPPORTUNITIES

®

WORLD-CLASS
EQUIPMENT & PRODUCT SUPPORT.

   • High-Performance Equipment  • Factory-Trained Technicians  • Parts  • Service
For over 50 years, Morbark has been 
manufacturing the high-performance, 
heavy-duty equipment you need to  
harvest and process wood and other 
materials and convert them into  
profitable products. You can depend on 
Nortrax for world-class product support 
with factory-trained technicians, and an 
extensive line of Morbark equipment 
and parts inventory to keep you  
productive and profitable.

Grand Rapids (218)326-9427  •  Duluth (218) 722-7456   •  Bemidji (218) 759-1996

53’ – 7 axles – Michigan Special
6 bunks,  empty weight 22,500 lbs, (2) FA Lifts and (2) RA Lifts,
445 Michelin tires on aluminum wheels  $94,500 w/FET

Complete 5 Bunk Kits with 
Aluminum Stake and End Gates

For Flatbed or Rail Trailers
Kit includes: 10 Galvanized Bunk Bottoms, 
(20) Alum. 8’ Stakes, Alum. Front and Rear
Gates, Mounting Kit............................$7750
Galvanized Bunk Bottom w/ (2) 8’ Aluminum
Stakes and Hardware............................$600
Alum. Stake, 8’6....................................$140
Alum. Stake, 8’ .....................................$125

New 2016 Galvanized 47’ 3 Axle 
5 Bunk Log Trailer 

All Alum. Wheels, Front and Rear Axles Lift, 30K Axles and
Suspension, LED Lights, Empty Weight: 13,500# Painted,
13,800# Galvanized.

$48,500 w/FET Galvanized

$46,500 w/FET Painted Black

In Stock – Escanaba! 20 bunk trailers in stock
ready to go!

Custom built galvanized truck
racks for loader trucks. 
Call for customized quote.
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Executive Vice 
President’s 

Column

There are a few topics that 
tend to spark lively debates in the 
woods.  One of those is sealed bid 
versus oral auction timber sales.  
In Minnesota, public landowners 
use each to varying degrees.  All 
US Forest Service sales are sealed 
bid.  Our county land departments 
have a mixture though overall 
predominately use oral auctions.  

The Minnesota DNR began 
ramping up sealed bid sale volumes 

more than 
a decade 
ago.  This 
culminated 
with a policy 
of selling 
one-third 

of their volume via 
sealed bid sales.  
TPA members 
expressed significant 
concerns about both 
the manner in which 
sales were being 

selected to be offered as sealed bid 
sales and the total volume being 
sold as sealed bid sales.

With one-third of DNR volume 
being sold via sealed bids our 
members expressed concern that 
these sales were being “cherry 
picked.”  I think it’s clear that they 
were.  I’m not so sure that there was 
bad intent in these decisions.  Area 
foresters tended to fill their quota of 
sealed bids by selecting larger sales.  
This limited the number of sealed 
bid sales they had to offer to meet 
their volume quota.  To purchasers, 
it was clear that the larger, 
frequently better, sales were being 
offered via sealed bids because they 
were. 

This also resulted in a false 
view that sealed bid sales brought 
higher prices to the seller than oral 
auctions.  While this may be what 
the data shows, it is also clear that 
the reason for these sales going for 
higher prices was that they were 
bigger and better sales.  There have 
been many studies in Minnesota 
and around the country of whether 
or not sealed bid or oral auctions 
bring higher prices.  Some of these 
studies show that oral auctions 
bring higher prices.  Some show 
that sealed bids bring higher prices 
and some show that there is no 
difference over time.  My read is 
that there is no difference in prices 

over time for similar sales.
The DNR has implemented a new 

system for selecting which sales will 
be offered via sealed bids to meet 
their volume quotas.  The sales are 
now being randomly selected.  This 
is a big improvement. 

The DNR is also in the process of 
phasing down the volume that will 
be offered via sealed bids.  From the 
current one-third they will move to 
one-fourth, followed by incremental 
steps down to twenty and fifteen 
percent in subsequent fiscal years.  
They intend to continue to seek 
feedback from purchasers on this 
issue as they implement the phase 
down in sealed bid volumes.

TPA has spent a lot of time with 
DNR on these issues over the past 
year.  The TPA Board of Directors 
had a lengthy discussion of this 
topic at its December 2016 meeting.

We appreciate the DNR Division 
of Forestry’s willingness to discuss 
this issue and implement changes 
in the selection process and total 
volumes for sealed bid sales.  

W     W     W

As I write this column we are in 
the midst of the President’s Day 
weekend warm up.  We’ve seen 
this before, some years with very 
bad results.  TPA, particularly 
vice president Ray Higgins, has 
worked very closely with staff 
from the Minnesota Department 
of Transportation on when 
Spring Road Restrictions will be 
implemented.  The relationship that 
we have built with MN DOT has 
given us credibility on this issue.  
They know that we are not in there 
whining every year and asking for 
a few more days.  They know that 

as users of the roads we don’t want 
to see them wrecked.  I believe 
that MN DOT, county highway 
departments and county land 
departments were also impressed 
with the voluntary suspension in 
hauling during this warm period 
that was initiated by many of our 
individual members and individual 
mills.  This helped get us some 
breathing room.  Hard to say what 
the next few days and weeks bring, 
but for now we’re doing the cold 
weather dance here in the office. 

W     W     W

I know many of our members 
have been working sales at night 
when the temperatures drop.  This 
can bring its own set of safety 
concerns.  Working at night is like 
any other change in routine and can 
cause our focus on safety to slip.  
When a routine changes make sure 
you think about and work with your 
crews to keep working safely.

W     W     W

The Legislature is in full swing in 
St. Paul.  Committees are settling 
down to their work and new 
members are getting acclimated.  I 
have had a lot of meetings with 
newly elected members of the 
Legislature who are serving on 
the committees that we deal with 
or who are from the areas where 
we operate.  I have been very 
impressed with this years’ group 
of freshmen.  They come from 
varied backgrounds, but seem quite 
grounded in their communities and 
work.  This has been nice to see.

BOX 1008  •  CASS LAKE, MN 56633  •  218-335-2694

www.cassforest.com

Buying Fresh Logs: Red and White Pine
Pine Bolts: Jack, Red and White

For Specifications Call 218-335-2694
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P H O N E 519.753.2000

E M A I L comments@tigercat.com

W E B S I T E www.tigercat.com

S O C I A L www.facebook.com/tigercat

CONFIDENCE BY DESIGN. 
THE PROOF IS IN THE EFFICIENCY, PRODUCTIVITY AND UPTIME.
Tigercat’s hydrostatic driveline is the most efficient, reliable choice for moving timber in tough terrain. 
Optional EHS offers higher travel speed on level ground and more powerful tractive effort when  
the going gets tough. In-house developed axles ensure drivetrain components are well matched to  
ever-increasing performance demands. The Tigercat FPT Tier 4 engine solution is simple and field 
proven, offering greater efficiency and long-term reliability.

Feel confident knowing Tigercat E-series skidders are backed by professionals who care about your 
productivity, uptime and cost per ton.

DULUTH, MN 
218.727.3038

WWW.TITANMACHINERY.COM 
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Member Feature...

By Ray Higgins

Just off of Highway 210 west 
of McGregor sits the intersection 
of DeMenge Lane and Stockpile 
Avenue, at least unofficially.  But 
the names on the street signs are 
appropriate because this is where 
Jerry DeMenge lives and stockpiles 
harvested timber in his yard.

As of the middle of February, 
DeMenge had 300 cords of aspen 
yarded here, with another 1000 cords 
piled at sites not far away, not bad for 
this time of year in a normal winter.

Wimpy February Puts 
Pause on Logging
Loggers, mills, and agencies all respond to 
warmer-than-expected conditions.

But this winter is anything but 
normal.  By the middle of February, 
temperatures were soaring into the 
40s and sometimes higher, causing 
loggers to scramble to harvest 
and stockpile as much wood as 
possible—while still protecting the 
ground and following the forest 
management guidelines—in fear 
that these unseasonably warm 
temperatures would result in an 
early break-up, closing the winter 
logging season.

“This is the worst I’ve ever seen it 
in all my life,” says DeMenge, who’s 

been in the logging business for 50 
years.  “I’ve never seen anything 
like this.

*  *  *

Loggers are constantly monitoring 
forecasts throughout the year, but 
weather reports are watched even 
more closely during the winter 
months so they can not only gauge 
where best to take advantage of 
frozen ground conditions, but also 
predict how long those conditions 
will last.  That’s particularly 

Harvested spruce is offloaded at Verso’s Duluth mill.  With warmer temperatures on the way, loggers attempted to get wood 
delivered as soon as possible. 
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important for those harvesting 
black spruce, which grows in soft, 
swampy ground.

Concerns about the weather 
started to percolate on Monday, 
February 13.  High temperatures 
for later that week were predicted 
to climb above freezing and into 
the 40s in most places in the 
forested regions of the state, even 
in northern-most communities like 
Littlefork, International Falls, Ely, 
and Birchdale.

It’s usually March when these 
conditions hit Minnesota’s north 
woods.  When that happens, 
loggers are used to working over- 
night when it’s the coldest, and 
even hauling through the night in 
order to deliver as much timber as 
possible before the weather gets too 
warm and stays that way.  When 
that happens, MnDOT engineers 
not only remove the winter load 
increases—the extra ten percent 
truckers of all commodities are 
allowed to haul when the ground is 
frozen and road surfaces can handle 
the extra weight—but spring load 
restrictions are also implemented, 
which in many areas results in 

posting roads lower than 10-ton in 
an effort to protect those surfaces.

Three years ago, things were 
different.  An unusually cold 
month of March in 2014 resulted 
in the latest imposition of spring 
load restrictions ever, April 4.  This 
allowed loggers to complete their 
planned winter harvests, and then 
some.  In addition, haulers were 
able to maximize their loads and 
deliver timber to Minnesota’s mills 
more profitably.

Not this year.  November was 
damp, and then temperatures 
weren’t cold enough for MnDOT to 
allow higher weights on the state’s 
roads until the middle of December.  
On top of that, most areas of 
the state never saw those frigid 
numbers in the -30 to -40 range that 
most Minnesotans despise, but that 
loggers love because it allows the 
ground—particularly the spruce 
swamps—to freeze solid.

At MnDOT, engineers have 
developed an objective numbers-
based metric to determine when 
winter load increases begin and 
end, and also when spring load 
restrictions are implemented.  

Factors from frost tubes placed in 
the pavement at strategic points 
around the state are viewed, 
temperatures on road surfaces and 
the subgrade are monitored, and 
a variety of other weather-related 
factors are considered.  In addition, 
the agency has developed the 
“cumulative thawing index” (CTI), 
which helps calculate how much 
freezing an area of the state has 
experienced, and also predicts when 
enough thawing will occur—based 
on extended forecasts—to guide the 
decision-making process.

By Monday the 13th, the 
CTI, based on the forecasted 
temperatures in the 50s, was 
telling MnDOT to remove winter 
weights and implement spring load 
restrictions statewide within a week.  
Agency engineers had already 
decided to implement restrictions in 
the areas of the state from the Twin 
Cities and south, and the so-called 
“frost zones” north of the Cities—
the “Central,” North Central,” and 
“North” frost zones wouldn’t be far 
behind.  When loggers and foresters 
realized how warm it was going to 
get, the only chill in the air was the 

Wood is stockpiled at the corner of DeMenge Lane and Stockpile Avenue, just west of McGregor. 
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thought of ending winter logging 
before the end of February, and 
leaving thousands of cords on the 
ground, unable to be hauled—or 
unable to generate revenue—until 
the ground dried up in the summer.  
If then.

But, the folks at MnDOT also 
saw the extended forecasts that 
called for several days, well into 
March, of sub-freezing temperatures 
during the day and single digit 
temperatures and lower at night, 
in the northern third of the state.  If 
these longer-range forecasts proved 
to be correct, loggers would be able 
to get plenty of wood harvested 
well into March.  On the other hand, 
if the warm snap caused MnDOT to 
implement spring load restrictions 
sooner rather than later, much of the 
harvested timber couldn’t be hauled 
on gravel rural roads until summer.

MnDOT engineers weren’t the 
only ones concerned.  County 
highway engineers were also 
watching the situation closely.  
They typically follow MnDOT’s 
lead on road postings, but they 
were eager to protect the roads in 
their respective counties.  And of 
course loggers and truckers also 
understand that damaged roads 
make their jobs more difficult, and 
working conditions less safe.

As the week wore on and daytime 
temps climbed, loggers shifted 
their working hours to overnights 
when it was cooler.  That’s common 
around break-up time, just not in 
February.

Foresters at Minnesota’s forest 
products manufacturers were 
rightfully concerned about an 
early break-up, worried that they 
wouldn’t be able to procure enough 
wood to supply their mills in the 
short term.  Plus, foresters for 
public land agencies were also 
worried that timber sales that had 
been purchased and needed to 
be harvested on frozen ground 
wouldn’t be completed.  Several 
agencies considered extending 
timber permits, particularly those 
expiring during 2017 and requiring 
frozen ground access.

By Thursday the 16th, folks 
started getting creative.  In 
Koochiching County, Land 
Commissioner Nathan Heibel 
wondered what would happen 

Thousands of cords of harvested black spruce around northern Minnesota await 
colder temperatures so it can be hauled to the region’s mills.

Aspen from DeMenge’s woodpile is loaded so it can be delivered to Sappi’s 
Cloquet mill. 



Timber Bulletin  January/February 2017 11

if loggers agreed to haul only at 
night to protect the roads.  After 
consulting with the county highway 
engineer, who recognized how 
devastating an early end to the 
logging season would be to the 
local economy, Kooch officials 
circulated that request.  Officials 
at the Packaging Corporation of 
America paper mill in International 
Falls responded with a message to 
haulers requesting deliveries only 
between 10p.m. and 10a.m.

Others followed suit.  In Itasca 
County, officials also asked 
haulers to limit themselves, and 
mills discouraged loggers from 
delivering, not only to save the 
roads, but to also send a message 
to decision-makers on road 
restrictions.

“We told our suppliers to be 
careful,” one company procurement 
official said.  “We thought it would 
send a good message to the state 
that we’re good stewards and that 
we want what they want: good, safe 
roads.”

In St. Paul, MnDOT officials 
considered all factors, including 
voluntary actions from the forest 

products community, the extended 
forecast that showed a return to 
colder temperatures, and the CTI.  

Fortunately, two other factors 
were at play.  First, MnDOT’s 
“technical memorandum” on 
starting and ending seasonal load 
limits says to consider not only the 
CTI, but also longer-range forecasts 
when they “predict continued 
warmth.”   Second, MnDOT’s policy 
is to keep spring load restrictions in 
place no longer than eight weeks.  
So, imposing spring load restrictions 
in February would mean removing 
them in April, and if the longer-
range forecasts were correct and 
cooler temperatures were to remain 
well into March, there’d still be 
frost in the ground when road bans 
came off.  MnDOT engineers had 
to consider whether that would 
do more damage to the roads then 
simply delaying their decision.

As a result, MnDOT’s decision 
was to begin the process of 
removing winter load increases in 
the Central Frost Zone—roughly 
south of Highway 210—but leaving 
everything north of there open to 
hauling at full weights, at least 

through the weekend.
“The state really went above and 

beyond the call,” one logger said, 
“That was as sensible a decision as 
they could have made.”

By Friday, the feared warmer 
weather hit the northern part of 
the state, and loggers responded 
in a variety of ways.  Based on the 
voluntary requests from public 
agencies, wood deliveries at the 
state’s mills plummeted, with 
truckers not wanting to risk any 
damage.  Some harvesting work 
was able to continue, but not much.  
Many worked overnight where 
possible.

“We worked overnight until 4:30 
this morning,” said one St. Louis 
County logger.  “We’re willing to 
work again tonight if it gets cold 
enough, but if not, we’ll hold off 
and hope for the best.  If we go now, 
we might not have a road to haul on 
when it does cool down in another 
week.”

Through the weekend, nearly 
every logging operation was 
idle.  Loggers worked in the shop, 
performing routine maintenance 
on their equipment, or just took a 
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rare February day off and enjoyed 
the sunshine—at least as much as a 
logger can when they are normally 
working.  But they also continued 
to keep an eye on weather forecasts 
that were predicting a fair amount 
of rain for Monday which could 
really soften up the ground and pull 
frost from it.

By Monday, the rain did fall, and 
loggers stayed out of the woods.

“We have 6000 cords on the 
ground waiting to be trucked,” said 
one Carlton County logger.  “About 
half of it is already limbed, and we 
need to limb the other half.  But 
if we get in there and disturb the 
ground, we’re just going to take out 
whatever frost is still in there.  So 
we’re probably going to sit tight for 
the week and hope it gets cold.”

Said another logger in St. Louis 
County, “we had thunder and 
lightning this afternoon.  You don’t 
see that very often in February.  It’s 
disheartening for your employees 
because they want to work, and this 
is the time of year when you build 
up inventory to get through the 
summer.”

Back in McGregor at Stockpile 
Avenue, Jerry DeMenge had one 
of his drivers loading aspen to be 
hauled to Sappi’s Cloquet mill.  It 
will be one of the relatively few 
deliveries there on this day.  It’s 
good to get some wood delivered, 
but DeMenge is also worried about 
safety, as he always is this time of 
year.

“Everybody’s in a hurry, trying 
to get as much done as fast as they 
can,” DeMenge says.  “That’s when 
things go wrong that shouldn’t ever 
go wrong.  That’s the way it always 
gets at break-up, but I’m especially 
worried about this year when things 
are warming up so early.  So I’m 
telling my guys to take it easy.”

Fortunately, the working season 
might not be quite over.  The longer- 
range forecasts continue to show 
colder temperatures, and MnDOT 
is remaining patient with reducing 
weight limits in the North frost 
zone, north of Highway 2.  If the 
forecast holds, northern Minnesota 
loggers may get the chance to keep 
working well into March.

As one logger said, “we’re 
keeping our fingers crossed.”

Trucks wait in line at Verso’s Duluth scale, waiting to deliver black spruce.

With break-up quickly approaching, 76-year-old Red Haley jumped in a slasher to 
process wood on the landing for his sons Dean, Jeff, and Dave of Haley Logging.  
Jeff Haley is operating the slasher behind his father’s.
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Main Street, Rice, MN 56367  •  Phone 320-393-2169  •  Fax 320-393-2164
Contact:  Jim or Al Voigt
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Industry Study says Consumers 
Still Prefer Paper
Advances in technology 

and increasing environmental 
awareness are spurring more 
companies to go paperless with 
their communications. Whether 
it’s billing or information sharing, 
businesses view — and often 
promote — paper-free outreach as a 
more sustainable option.

But such claims are often 
inaccurate and misleading. A 
new survey commissioned by 
longtime Domtar partner Two Sides 
North America and conducted 
by leading international research 
firm Toluna shows that a majority 
of Americans want to retain the 
choice for a paper option rather 
than be forced into digital-only 
communications.

The research found that 
consumers are suspicious of 
companies that push paperless 
communication: 85 percent of 
the more than 2,000 American 
respondents said they think 
businesses promote paperless 
campaigns for cost savings, not 
environmental stewardship as 
advertised. Fifty-seven percent 
of respondents questioned 
the truthfulness of such green 
campaigns. And a majority said they 
prefer paper communications over 
electronic-only messages.

Forcing paperless correspondence 
also places undue hardship on 
millions of Americans without 
reliable internet access: 49 percent 
of survey participants did not 
have reliable internet access. 
Eighty percent of participants 
said they wanted to receive paper 
communication because of a sense 
of increased safety and permanence 
over electronic documents, 
especially when it comes to money 
management.

For years, Domtar and Two Sides 
have worked to dispel myths about 
paper production and to educate 
businesses and consumers about the 
earth-friendliness of paper. As Two 
Sides notes, U.S. forests have grown 
3 percent in area and 58 percent 

(L

in wood volume over the past 60 
years. Paper is also among the most 
recycled products on the planet, 
with a 66 percent recovery rate in 
2015.

“Paper is indeed a 
sustainable product,” said 
Bill Koehn, vice president of 
communication for Paper Sales 
and Commercial Printing Papers 
Sales at Domtar and a previous 
chairman of Two Sides North 
America. “Through our work with 
Two Sides, we have helped educate 
customers, business partners and 
the general public about the great 
environmental story that print and 
paper have to tell.”

The work seems to be gaining 
traction. Eighty percent of survey 
respondents agree that it is 
environmentally acceptable to 
use trees to produce construction 
materials and paper when doing 
so is responsibly managed. And 91 

percent of participants agree that 
when it’s responsibly produced, 
used and recycled, print and 
paper are sustainable ways to 
communicate.

While technology evolves, 
consumer preferences don’t always 
follow, and most Americans agree 
that paper communication is both a 
trusted and responsible option for 
ongoing information sharing.

Wheel Loaders, Crawlers, Track Excavators
Loader Backhoes, Skidders, Skid-Steer
Loaders, Engines and Transmissions

“Rely on our experience–Est. 1967”

www.sewlparts.com - parts@sewlparts.com
4535 State Route 3 N • PO Box 136

Wolf Lake, IL 62998

1-800-626-6046

USED REPAIR PARTS
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www.zieglercat.com

PROFITABLE LOGGING. 
SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY. 
Ziegler CAT offers a complete line of forestry equipment to meet 
your application needs — from core machines that help with road 
building, millyard, and reforestation, to purpose-built machines that 
harvest, extract, and load. We have what you need to get the job 
done, plus the service to back it up.

 � On-site service

 � Convenient parts ordering

 � Quality equipment for every job

 � Locally owned and operated locations

BEMIDJI 
5426 Highway 71 North 
Bemidji, MN 56601 
866.634.9983

BRAINERD 
3311 Liberty Lane 
Brainerd, MN 56401 
877.829.9850

BUHL 
10081 East Highway 169 
Buhl, MN 55713 
800.446.9795

DULUTH 
210 Garfield Avenue 
Duluth, MN 55802 
800.421.3831
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Itasca County Fairgrounds 
to host 64th Expo
The North Star Expo is returning 
to the Itasca County Fairgrounds in 
Grand Rapids for its 2017 event.  

The 64th annual Expo will be 
held September 15 and 16, and will 
again include the latest in logging 
equipment from all of the region’s 
top vendors.  

The Expo’s return to Grand 
Rapids comes on the heels of 
a successful event at the Itasca 
County Fairgrounds in 2016, which 
saw significant increases in the 
number of vendors and visitors over 
previous years.

“Last year’s Expo in Grand 
Rapids was the best one we’d had 
in years,” said TPA Expo Committee 
Chair Chad Lovdahl.  “There’s no 
better setting for a logging show 
than amongst the pines at the 
Itasca County Fairgrounds, and the 
community has always given us a 
warm welcome.  We look forward to 
another great event this year.”

Vendor registration will begin 

A bird’s eye view of the 2016 North Star Expo at the Itasca County Fairgrounds.  
The 64th Annual Expo returns to the Grand Rapids site later this year.

later this spring when registration 
packets are sent out.  For more 
information, call the TPA 
office at (218) 722-5013, or visit 

mntimberproducers.com and click 
on the North Star Expo button.

FOR SALE
Owners are retiring after 40 years of operation.

• Complete Sawmill and Planing operation.
• Clearman 2 Block Carriage with set works 52” blades, off bearing belt, starter and hydraulic 

drive unit, Log Deck, Stop & Loader, Log turner.
• McDonough circle line-bar resaw with 36” blades, all conveyors, roll case and return roll case, all 

motors and starters.
• 6” Bull Gang Edger with 6 blades, in-feed and out-feed tables, cross conveyor chain to 2 saw 8 ft 

fastline trimmer.
• 30 ft lumber green chain, 48” Morbark Chipper with knife grinder, 50 ft vibrating in-feed 

conveyor.
• 2 screw-air compressors, 2 planers inline for pallet cleats and for rounded landscape timbers.
• 444 H John Deere Loader
• All Electrical, Office, Buildings, 8-10 acres of land.
• Planer operation included with Pinheiro MF4 with 10 Hp blower and pipe and 3 saw trimmer.
• All equipment ready to run and comes with our list of wood buying contacts and log suppliers.

Tony & Buzz Ronchi Business Ph 715-364-2494
Price $330,000



Timber Bulletin  January/February 2017 17

8

Nelson’s 
now able 
to unload!
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Logger of the Year Nominations 
Being Accepted
The Minnesota Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative® Program 
Implementation Committee is now 
accepting nominations for the 2017 
Logger of the Year Award.  

The award is designed to 
recognize outstanding independent 
logging contractor performance, 
increase the visibility of competent 
professional independent logging 
contractors within the forestry 
community, encourage independent 
logging contractors to emulate the 
outstanding performance of award 
winners, and improve forester-
logger-landowner relations by 
publicly recognizing outstanding 
logging performance as an essential 
element of every planned timber 
harvest.

Among the areas in which 
nominee loggers will be evaluated 
are safety, forest management, 
timber harvesting practices, and 
business management, as well as 
community involvement.

The winning logger will receive 
a $500 cash award and “2017 
Logger of the Year” plaque.  In 
addition, this year’s honoree will be 
nominated for FRA’s Regional and 
National Logger of the Year awards.  

Previous Minnesota winners 
include:

2016–Hasbargen Logging
2015–Greg Cook Logging, Inc.
2014–Scheff Logging
2013–Rolle Logging
2012–Erickson Timber
2011–M&R Chips

2010–Lovdahl & Sons LLC
2009–Berthiaume Logging LLC
2008–Pittack Logging, Inc.
2007–McCabe Forest Products
2006–Rieger Logging, Inc.

Nomination forms can be 
obtained through the MN SFI 
Implementation Committee 
office by calling 218-722-5013.  
Nominations are due March 7, 2017.  
The winner will be notified in April 
and the award will presented at the 
MLEP Logger Conferences.

Email: auction@wausauauctioneers.com
www.wausauauctioneers.com
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Wanted: 
Good Hardwood Grade Logs

• Red oak, white oak, birch, ash, maple, basswood
• We have center-mount trailers, or you can deliver
• Paying top dollar the same day
• 8’-10’-12’ lengths
• Stick scaling

Call or Email Ben:
952-442-5988

pineproben@embarqmail.com

Pine Products, Inc.
11780 County Road 32
Waconia, MN  55387

Northern Capital has been serving the Forest
Products Industry for over 20 years specializing in
workers compensation, property, general liability

and truck/auto insurance coverages.

For more information contact Northern Capital at
1-800-676-8818 or info@northerncapital-mn.com

BITCO has been serving the forest products industry for more 
than 70 years and is proud to partner with Northern Capital 

Insurance Group to serve the needs of TPA members.
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Timber
Talk

Forest Service counts 96.6 billion 
trees in latest tally of U.S. forests
Trees outnumber people 300 
to 1 in the United States, with 
woodlands covering one-third of the 
country, according to the U.S. Forest 
Service’s latest census. 

Only trees at least 5 inches in 
diameter are counted in the U.S. 
Forest Service Forest Inventory and 
Analysis (FIA) Program, which has 
continuously counted the forest 
population since 1930.

An acre 
with at least 
10 percent 
tree canopy 
qualifies as 
a forest for 
purposes of the 
census, reports 

Jo Craven McGinty in the Wall St. 
Journal. Dennis May, a U.S. Forest 
Service program manager, tells 
McGinty the census was established 
to answer the question, “Are we 
wisely using the forest without 
impacting its health, condition and 
stature?” 

 The U.S. exported $8.7 billion in 
forest products in 2016 – lumber, 
paper, logs, veneer, pulp, wood 
pellets, casegoods and other items 
– putting the sector right up there 
with soy beans and corn.

 For purposes of the survey, 
sample areas are surveyed each 
year, and data is projected to get 
totals. The FIA program, which 
has extensive data on its website, 
received $75 million to carry on 
its count last year. Each state’s 
forest is summarized annually, 
and a comprehensive reported is 
produced in five-year intervals. 
McGinty reports that in the South, 
longleaf and slash pines are in 
decline, but overall the forests 
are stable, she says – though not 
mentioning the effects of highly 
visible challenges such as the 
emerald ash borer, walnut blight, or 
oak wilt. 

 As the nation’s continuous 
forest census, FIA projects how 
forests are likely to appear 10 to 50 

years from now. This enables the 
USFS to evaluate whether current 
forest management practices are 
sustainable in the long run and to 
assess whether current policies will 
allow the next generation to enjoy 
America’s forests as we do today. 

 FIA reports on status and trends 
in forest area and location; in the 
species, size, and health of trees; 
in total tree growth, mortality, 
and removals by harvest; in wood 
production and utilization rates by 
various products; and in forest land 
ownership.

Cost Share Funds 
Available for Private 
Landowners

Private landowners looking to 
practice good forest stewardship 
can access state funds for their 
woodland projects.

Cost share is financial assistance 
to woodland owners for completing 
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projects to practice good forest stewardship on their 
land. A typical project is between 3 and 20 acres but 
could be smaller or larger depending on land goals. 
Woodland owners in Minnesota can receive up to 
$10,000 per year for activities in their woods. There’s 
no minimum acreage, and stewardship plans are not 
required. 

Among the eligible activities are reforestation 
and tree planting, forest improvement projects like 
thinnings or pruning lower branches, removing 
invasive species like buckthorn and garlic mustard, 
or wildlife habitat enhancement activities such as 
planting trees to increase the food supply for wildlife.

All told, more than $500,000 is available through 
June 30, 2017, or until funds run out. An anticipated 
$400,000 will be available from July 1, 2017, through 
June 30, 2018.

Funds can also be used for creating or updating 
woodland stewardship plans.  A $300 payment will be 
made to the landowner if the following is met:

• The plan is prepared by a DNR- approved plan 
writer. 

• The plan is approved by the DNR and registered.
• The landowner applies for financial assistance 

before the plan is started or while the plan is in 
progress. Plans already completed before applying 
for financial assistance are not eligible.

Landowners who want to take advantage of the 
program should contact a DNR CFM forester where 
their property is located to start an application.

Hedstrom Lumber Co., Inc.
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The Timber Bulletin publishes 
information regarding results of a 
sampling of recent timber sales and 
other market indicators, as well as 
other market-related news items.

USFS to Implement New 
Stewardship Contracting 
Tool on Superior NF

The Superior National Forest 
is currently working toward 
developing a contract that will 
serve as a forest-wide tool for 
integrated vegetation management. 
The contract will be an indefinite 
delivery/indefinite quantity (IDIQ), 
which is a type of contract that 
provides for an unlimited quantity 
of services during a fixed period of 
time, up to ten years.  

The IDIQ will support the 
Forest Service’s authority to 
utilize stewardship contracting, 
which is intended to accomplish 
land management goals while 
meeting community needs.  Under 
stewardship contracts, commercial 
goods like timber and biomass 
can be exchanged for services that 
restore the health of the forest 
landscape. These services include, 
but are not limited to, activities 
such as site preparation for planting 
and mechanical fuels reduction.  
Other activities included under this 
contract are over-story removal, 
pre-commercial thinning, fire line 
construction, road maintenance, 
gravel pit establishment/
reclamation, landing reclamation, 
and temporary road building.

The IDIQ stewardship contract 
will increase the number or acres 
restored on the Superior and 
implement decisions resulting 
from the environmental planning 
process.  This approach will 
increase contracting efficiency by 
combining similar activities and 
reducing repeated mobilization of 
equipment to treat the same forest 
stands.  The IDIQ contract will 
supplement other tools used to meet 
land management goals, it will not 

On the Markets
replace other forest-wide service 
contracts or standard timber sale 
contracts. 

 The Superior National Forest 
plans to hold several informational 
sessions regarding the new IDIQ 
contract for prospective contractors 
this spring. Presentations are also 
planned at the MLEP meeting 
on April 11 in Tower.  Complete 
information on the bidding 
process for the IDIQ contract will 
be provided at these sessions. 
Additional information will be 
posted on the Superior National 
Forest website. Bids will be solicited 
for the contract during the summer 
of 2017.  If you have questions, or 
need additional information, please 
contact Mark Akeson, Superior 
National Forest timber program 
manager, at 218-626-4330 or email 
makeson@fs.fed.us.

Recent Timber Sales 
Average prices, as reported
by each agency

Agency Regular Intermediate
Lake County 
October 27—Oral Auction
Aspen P&B $28.76 $34.92
Birch P&B $14.95 $19.27
Spruce P&B $29.99 $14.11
Maple P&B $  5.86 $  6.62
10 of the 16 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Carlton County 
December 15—Oral Auction
Aspen  $39.38 NA
Nrthrn Hdwds $17.86 NA
Norway Pine 
   P/B $51.23 NA
All 7 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.
Cass County 
December 15—Sealed Bid
Aspen  $17.55 $33.95
Basswood NA $16.42
Maple NA $16.37
7 of the 8 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
DNR—Central Region 
December 19—Sealed Bid
Aspen 
   Species (PW) $14.53 $15.34
Trembling 
   Aspen (WC) $18.34 $16.15
5 of the 21 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.

DNR—Bemidji Area Salvage
November 22—Oral Auction
Trembling 
   Aspen (WC) $30.79 NA
Pine Species 
   (WMP) $35.25 NA
Aspen 
   Species (WC) $17.51 NA
White Spruce 
   (WMP) $28.75 NA
Both tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.
Hubbard County
January 9—Oral Auction
Aspen Mixed $48.26 NA
Aspen Pulp $40.28 NA
Birch Pulp $16.85 NA
Oak Mixed $19.15 NA
All 11 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.
DNR—Northwest Region  
January 11—Sealed Bid
Aspen 
   Species (WC) $35.77 $29.89
Trembling 
   Aspen (WMP) $29.95 $41.01
Norway Pine 
   (WMP) $57.52 $60.37
Pine Species 
   (WMP) $35.73 $34.21
42 of the 47 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
DNR—Two Harbors Area
January 11—Oral Auction
Trembling 
   Aspen (WC) NA $  7.72
Black Spruce 
   (WMP) NA $18.25
Sugar Maple 
   (WC) $18.46 NA
Paper Birch 
   (WC) $15.95 $  4.07
8 of the 9 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
DNR—Aitkin/Backus Area Salvage
January 11—Oral Auction
Aspen 
   Species (WC) $  4.06 NA
5 of the 16 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Cass County 
January 26—Oral Auction
Aspen  $30.51 $38.82
Red Oak $32.29 $39.14
Birch $22.13 $22.13
All 6 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.
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Don't be fooleD by imitations.

orange bar
The Original

Marketed in the 
USA exclusively by

www.wallingfords.com

New 15 tooth sprocket (Finland Utility Patent FI 10727 other 

patents pending), only available on XV® sawbars, reduces 
 its RPM resulting in less friction and wear. 

Internal oil feeder grooves (Patent Pending) force the 
lubrication directly to the bearings, keeping them  
cool which results in longer life.

Harvester • Slasher • Processor

Dealer 
inquiries 
invited

800.323.3708
info@wallingfords.com

DNR—Northeast Region  
January 18—Sealed Bid
Aspen 
   Species (WC) $33.62 $39.37
Trembling 
   Aspen (WMP) $28.49 $34.39
Black Spruce 
   (WC) $27.91 $30.96
Nrthrn 
   Hdwds (WC) $  7.42 $10.04
37 of the 43 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Koochiching County 
February 1—Oral Auction
Aspen P/B $28.44 $37.66
Spruce P/B $38.44 $21.50
Norway 
   Pine P/B $39.00 $40.50
Balsam P/B $  8.08 $10.26
23 of the 26 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
St. Louis County
February 16—Sealed Bid
Aspen Pulp $35.53 NA
Balsam Pulp $15.83 NA
Birch Pulp $10.28 NA  
Black Spruce 
   Pulp $27.31 NA

With more than 70 years of 
experience, we’re a leading 
provider of value-added 
lubrication products and 
services for the timber and 
logging industry. Keep your 
equipment running at       
peak performance with 
Industrial Lubricant.

Run with us.

MINING  |  RAILROAD  |  CONSTRUCTION  |  INDUSTRIAL AND ENERGY
TIMBER AND LOGGING  |  AGRICULTURE

IndustrialLubricant.com

SMALL-TOWN
VALUES.

BIG-TIME
EXPERIENCE.

SMALL-TOWN
VALUES.

BIG-TIME
EXPERIENCE.
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White Pine 
   Pulp $  8.58 NA
16 of the 21 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Products:
PB= Pulp and Bolts

WMP= Woodsrun mixed Products
WC= Woodsrun cordwood
ST=Sawtimber
WST=Woodsrun Sawtimber
PW=Pulpwood
SLV=Sawlogs/Veneer
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LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

Skidding by Horse
and Ox

by J. C. Ryan

This story is reprinted from an earlier Timber Bulletin–one of the first of “Buzz” 
Ryan’s ever-popular contributions to these pages. The Bulletin will continue to 
reprint selected stories from the memories he recorded for us.–Editor

5

LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

Skidding by Horse and Ox
by J. C. Ryan

After watching various rubber-tires skid-
ders demonstrated at the annual TPA log-
ging demonstration and having seen the 
many types of power skidders entering the 
north woods in recent years, one may won-
der how the vast stands of virgin pine in 
northern Minnesota were ever logged, con-
sidering that loggers had to skid mostly 
with horses and oxen.

In the early days, when logs were skid-
ded to the rivers and lakes, quite a few 
oxen were used. They were slow and power-
ful, moved well in the brush, ate less than 
horses, were less expensive and needed less 
care. The oxen were generally paired, but it 
was not uncommon to see four or six oxen 
skidding a large log. 

In Minnesota, oxen were used mostly in 
the southern part of the pine range along 
the St. Croix River, the Rum River and up 
along the Mississippi River to Grand Rap-
ids or to a short distance west. Very few 
were used in the northern part of the pine 
range.

Throughout the northern half of the pine 
range, horses were used for most of the log 
skidding. Two horses were used most often 
but with a small run of timber, sometimes 
a single horse was used. 

When a large butt long log was too much 
for a single team, it was left until all the 
skidding nearby was done. Then four 
horses would go in and skid all the big butt 
logs that had been left on a certain tract. 
This was usually done late in the spring 

clean-up.
I remember one spring at one of the 

Northern Lumber Co. camps run by Tom 
Henderson, an unusual number of pine 
butt logs were skidded. Early in April, they 
were left two and three on a skidway all 
along the railroad track in Section 30-53-
12. Dan McCloud was scaling them as we 
happened along. We were estimating the 
number of board feet in each log. These ran 
from 900 to 1,200 board feet per log. They 
were all loaded at one time and made eight 
cars of the finest pine logs I ever saw.

Skidding tongs were used on most logs 
and they were skidded one at a time. How-
ever, when the logs ran small, a skidding 
chain was used and then two, three or even 
four logs were skidded at a time. Skidding 
usually was confined to about 40 rods from 
the skidway or about half way across a 
forty – logging roads usually went through 
the center of a forty if the terrain was level.

When skidding had to be done for any 
distance, a single-bunk dray with spikes 
along the tops of the bunk was used. The 
butt end of the log was then rolled onto the 
dray and the top end left dragging on the 
ground. Two or three logs could be hauled 
in this manner. With the front end of the 
log on the dray, pulling was much easier for 
the horses.

Ties, pulp, posts and other short prod-
ucts were skidded with a two-bunk dray – 
usually pulled with a team of horses – and 
about a cord was taken out each trip. Here 

skidding was confined to less than one-
fourth of a mile.

Some large logs were peeled or barked 
on one side and then rolled and skidded 
with the smooth side down to make the 
pulling easier for the horses.

Cedar poles, mining poles and long tim-
bers were skidded similarly to logs, with 
the single-bunk dray used for longer dis-
tance skidding.

A team of horses and one man would 
skid up to 150 logs per day. There was usu-
ally one “swamper” cutting trails for each 
skidding team. Often, as many horses skid-
ded as hauled logs in a camp. However, 
plans were to have most of the skidding 
done early in January before the snow got 
deep. Most sleigh-haul logs were decked in 
the woods so a whole load could be loaded 
in one spot and the sleigh not moved with 
half a load or several times while being 
loaded.

Only one company used the steam skid-
der with any success in Minnesota. That 
was the Crookston Lumber Co. of Bemidji, 
which did steam skidding in the Kelliher, 
Mizpah, Northome and Blackduck areas 
from 1910 to 1920. Several other compa-
nies tried this high-line cable skidding but 
had little success. The Cloquet Lumber Co. 
tried it in the Cloquet Valley Forest area.

The cost of log skidding was one of the 
factors a lumber camp foreman watched 
very closely. And he always tried to get a 
good straw-boss to handle the crews.



Timber Bulletin  January/February 2017 25

Sawlogs Wanted 
 

 Spruce, pine, fir, tamarack, oak, maple, birch, ash, 
basswood 

 
 6-12” diameter 

 
 102-106” length 

 
 Delivered to mill in Browerville, Minn. (10-ton road) 

 
For more information, specifications, and Terms and Conditions of Purchase, please contact: 
Aspen Plantation LLP 
sales@aspenplantation.com 
www.aspenplantation.com 
218-631-6493 

good 
business.

WHAT’S RIGHT IS JUST
WHEN DoING

° Business/Corporate Law °
›› Michael Donovan   ›› John Gasele  ›› Robert Kanuit

›› Dexter Larsen   ›› Daniel Maddy

fryberger.com

We have an attorney for you.

Toward the Best
Customer Service

1932 - 2017
CELEBRATING 85 YEARS IN BUSINESS

www.rihmkenworth.com

St. Paul, MN
651.646.7833  •  800.988.8235

Sauk Centre, MN
320.352.8540  •  855.704.9211

Albert Lea, MN
507.552.1340  •  877.744.6591

Duluth/Superior
715.395.5350  •  800.341.1666

Lake Elmo, MN
651.272.4480  •  844.220.2633
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To serve our readers better, the Timber 
Bulletin offers free classified ads of 
up to 85 words to all members and 
associate members of the Minnesota 
Timber Producers Association. All ads 
must be submitted in writing to the 
Association office. The MTPA assumes 
no responsibility for ad contents and 
accepts free ads on a first-come, first-
served basis within space limitations.
________________________________
HELP WANTED________________________________
Truck driver, full time, year 
around, hauling tree length wood 
in Southeast Texas, experience 
preferred. 409-489-0113
________________________________
WANTED________________________________

Barrel stave logs – White Oak and 
Burr Oak butt cuts 12-inch diameter 

and up – random lengths
For more information call

Robert Staggemeier at
Staggemeyer Stave Co. Inc.

Caledonia, MN 55921
Office: 507-724-3395
Cell: 608-792-7598

Classifieds

ADVERTISERS INDEX
AgStar .............................................................................4

Aspen Plantation .........................................................25

Bitco Insurance Companies .......................................19

Cass Forest Products .....................................................6

Don Dens Sales ..............................................................5

Duluth Sign ..................................................................21

Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A.........25

Great Lakes Trailers ....................................................20

Hancock Fabrication Inc.............................................11

Hedstrom Lumber Co.................................................21

Industrial Lubricant Company .................................23

Nelson Wood Shims ....................................................17

Northern Timberline Equipment ..............................17

Nortrax......................................................................5, 27

Otis-Magie Insurance Agency ...................................26

Pine Products, Inc........................................................19

Pomp’s Tire ..................................................................18

Rice Blacksmith Saw & Machine...............................13

Rihm Kenworth ...........................................................25

Road Machinery & Supplies ......................................28

Schaefer Enterprises ....................................................14

Titan Machinery ............................................................7

Wallingford’s ............................................................2, 23

Wausau Sales Corp......................................................18

Ziegler ...........................................................................15

OUT OF

STOCK

Daniel J. Zobel CIC
Certified Insurance Councilor
Duluth / 332 West Superior Street, Suite 700
218.722.7753 -or- 1.800.241.2425

www.otismagie.com

We are staffed to provide the following endorsed programs for
members of the Minnesota Timber Producers Association:

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
Group Health Insurance • Group Dental Insurance

Insurance Section 125 Plans  • Group Life Insurance

Protection, Performance and Peace of Mind.

Let Otis-Magie Help You Get There.



MAXIMIZE PRODUCTIVITY

John Deere M-Series Feller-Bunchers make every operator more 
productive. The New Rapid Cycle System (RCS) combines automated 
felling-head arm cycling with simple boom control dramatically 
reducing operator fatigue while increasing efficiency. Save time. 
Cover more area. 

See Nortrax today for a full set of solutions to help you outrun 
any obstacles to your success.

OUTRUN™ HESITATIONS.

Bemidji, MN   888.450.1996

Ashland, WI    800.472.6685

Duluth, MN                  800.450.7456

Chippewa Falls, WI    800.691.2924

Grand Rapids, MN   800.450.9427 

Escanaba, MI             800.562.6174 

Monico, WI     800.472.7202

Mosinee, WI   866.312.8414



FORESTRY 
QUALITY WITH 
THE KOMATSU 

ADVANTAGE

WWW.RMSEQUIPMENT.COM

DULUTH, MN
218-727-8611

VIRGINIA, MN
218-741-9011

ROAD MACHINERY & SUPPLIES CO.  
PROUDLY SERVING ITS CUSTOMERS SINCE 1926

Komatsu is an engineering company with a dedicated focus on 
forestry that will bring your business distinct advantages, including: 

Komatsu delivers world class quality, reliability and support–All of  
the tools you’ll need to get the job done.

•	 Technical Innovations
•	 Manufacturing Quality

•	 Product Support
•	 A Reliable Partner


