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The TPA Executive Committee
and members of the board of
directors had the opportunity to
meet with U.S. Rep. Jim Oberstar
in early January to discuss forest
issues. Oberstar gave us a brief
outline of how the Congress
works and explained how the
coalition of rural legislators
keeps shrinking with each
election. As the rural population
decreases so does our influence
on issues
that affect
our way
of life.

Colmn Lo

now
being decided by
public opinion
polls, rather than
professional
forest managers.
The bottom line
is we all have to remember there
is getting to be more of “them”
than there are of “us.” Extra
effort will be needed, both in the
forest and in public relations, to
show loggers are doing a good
job for the future forest.

On the legislative side things
have not heated up much yet. At
the federal level we have to wait
and see how the new
administration develops and
takes shape. Statewise, it is the
usual wait till March or April to
get excited.

As it gets to be “break-up
time” we all should review
safety. Short-cuts usually turn
out to be the long way around.

President’s
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New Report Shows
Minnesota Loggers and
Landowners Using
Forest Management
Guidelines

N ew forest management

guidelines developed by the
Minnesota Forest Resources Council
(MFRC) are already common
practice among many Minnesota
loggers and landowners, according
to the Minnesota Timber Producers
Association (TPA). This conclusion
is based on a draft-monitoring
report submitted to the MFRC.

The report measured how
loggers and landowners were
complying with the forest practices
recommended in the MFRC’s new
guidelines before the guidelines
were even implemented. A high
percentage of compliance was
found in a random sample of sites
that were either logged or planned
for logging prior to the
implementation of the guidelines.

“The results of this report are
great news. They show that loggers
and landowners began using many
of these guidelines before they
were even completed,” said Wayne
Brandt, executive vice president of
TPA. “Generally, the results of this
study exceeded our expectations,
and we believe they illustrate that
new forestry practices are the rule
rather than the exception.”

The survey specifically targeted
sites that had either been logged or
were planned for logging prior to
release of the MFRC'’s timber
harvesting and forest management
guidelines in December 1998.
Loggers, landowners and foresters
were trained on complying with

the guidelines in 1999 and 2000.

The report measured how the
guidelines were applied on land
owned by state, county, federal,
forest industry and non-industrial
private forest landowners
throughout Minnesota. A total of
108 harvest sites were identified
through a random sampling
technique and were monitored
during 2000.

Of the sites monitored for the
report:

Filter strips had less that 5
percent soil disturbance on 92
percent of the sites.

For lakes, perennial streams and
open water wetlands, 50 percent of
riparian management zones met
the guideline recommendations for
width and residual basal area.

Landowners and/or resource
managers checked cultural and
historic resource inventories on 52
percent of the sites prior to timber
harvesting. The ETS species were
checked on 67 percent of the sites
prior to harvesting.

The average land occupied for
site infrastructure (roads, landings,
etc.) was at the 3 percent level
recommended by the guidelines.

Slash was retained at the stump
or redistributed back on the site at
73 percent of the sites.

“What this report illustrates is
that loggers, foresters and
landowners incorporate new
information and knowledge as it
becomes available,” Brandt said.
“In the past five years alone,
loggers in this state have invested
$50 million in new,
environmentally-friendly logging
equipment and accessories and
improved harvesting techniques to
ensure a healthy forest
environment.”

Mark your calendars for the

Minnesota Timber Producers Association

Annual Membership Meeting

Friday, April 27, 2001

Spirit Mountain ® Duluth, Minn.




DNR Commissioner Alan
Garber has created a lot of interest
in forest management with his
proposals for a “Forestry Summit”
and a demonstration forest project.
The TPA Executive Committee met
with the commissioner and his
senior staff and discussed this and
other topics.

The commissioner wants to hold
the summit
to get some
common
agreement

Column S

and on the
demonstration
project. The
purpose of the
demonstration
project is to
implement some of
the ideas that he
has developed for forest
management.

The TPA Executive Committee
has directed that we work with the
commissioner on these ideas. TPA
has found the commissioner to be
very open to our ideas and
concerns. He has listened to and
acted upon issues that we have
brought to his attention.

TPA may not agree with
everything that is written or said
about the projects and vision at
each point in time. We have found
Commissioner Garber to be
someone who listens to and
incorporates advice into his own
ideas.

As of the writing of this column,
we have seen three drafts of the
commissioner’s vision document. I
have heard him speak on the topic
at least five times. Each document
and presentation has shown
changes as the commissioner hears
from people. His vision and the
demonstration project continue to
evolve.

You can count on TPA working
constructively on these issues and
continuing to advocate for our
members.

Executive Vice
President’s

L R

Our long time assistant vice
president, Bruce Barker, will be
retiring at the end of April. Bruce
has been a key figure in the

association and has made
significant contributions to TPA
and its members. Look for a
review of his accomplishments in
the next Timber Bulletin. And,
mark your calendars for the TPA
Annual Meeting on April 27 where
Bruce will be recognized.

L R

I hope that this will be my last
report on the Lutheran church for
awhile. As referenced in my last
column, I did meet with the head
of the Lutheran Office of
Government Affairs and one of his
staff members.

We had a good discussion about
forestry issues and the church’s
positions. They assured me that
they did not support ending timber
harvesting on forest service lands.
The reference to the church
supporting this outrageous
proposition has been removed from
their web site.

As a follow up to our meeting
with Bishop Strommen, he has
written a thoughtful letter to the
Lutheran Office of Government
Affairs. Hopefully they will be
more sensitive to the concerns of
the church’s entire flock.

One of the things that I've
learned in this process is how
relentless the anti-harvesting
groups are. They obviously work
the beat of the government affairs
offices of all denominations. I also
learned that many denominations
maintain active lobbying offices in
Washington, D.C. Some churches
also have state-based lobbying
operations.

It was all news to me.

L R

We're back on the U.S. Forest
Service appeals and lawsuit
circuits. This is nothing new. One
refreshing items has been frequent
litigants Doug Wallace and Peggy
Hunter finally coming clean.
They're the Twin Cities residents
who own a cabin on Lake
Vermilion and have instigated
current and past lawsuits and
appeals in the Little East Creek
area. Emboldened by their losses
on every past issue, it now is being
made clear that what they really
want is their own preserve on

public lands in the area around
their cabin. I guess some people
figure that they ought to get
“theirs” and to heck with anyone
else.

LA R

The 2001 session of the
Minnesota Legislature has gotten
off to a slow start. This is not
unusual during the “long” session
years. The TPA Board of Directors
adopted a strong set of objectives
that focuses on forest management
and timber availability. Look for
reports on how these issues
develop as the session moves
along.

L R 2

This winter is shaping up to
provide some of the longest and
best logging conditions in several
years. I've had very few reports of
accidents and injuries. This is great
and a testament to everyone’s
commitment to safety. Keep up the
good work and be especially
mindful of safety as you work to
fill contracts and finish jobs at the
end of the winter season.
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The two-mile stretch of ice road across the lake takes
time when you can only travel at 7 mph.

Logging
When I talked to Clifford

Shermer about coming out to visit
his logging job he said “Sure, take
the golf course road out of Cook,
when you come to the T turn right
and follow the truck tracks across
Vermilion Lake. When you come
off the ice take the first road to the
right. It will take you right to our
job.” As I approached the lake
through the alder brush I was
greeted by a sign “NO SEATBELTS
OPEN WINDOWS.” Just beyond
was a second sign “10 MPH.” 1
continued on for about 150 yards
and the road split. I wasn’t sure
which way to go, so I went left
even though another sign said
“stay right.” I figured if I was on
the wrong road I could always turn
around and take the right fork. I
could see for quite a long distance
down the lake. It was a little
overcast and hard to see the snow
banks on the side of the road.
Someone had stuck spruce and fir
tops in the wind rowed snow banks
which helped to distinguish where
the road was supposed to be
located. I came off the ice through

Another load from Shermer Logging heads across

Vermilion Lake.

an ash stand on to high ground
where a road turned off to the
right. I hadn’t gone 100 yards
when Clifford drove up. “Well I
see you found the place,” he said. I
wasn’t sure I was going to get
there. Especially when I saw the
sign as I came off the ice that said
“ROAD CLOSED AHEAD.” “We
are trying to discourage everyone,

Another load completes the trip across
Vermilion Lake.

other than the loggers working in
the area from using these roads.
My wife Mary made the signs,”
Cliff commented.

This is the second year that the
ice road across Vermilion Lake has
been used. When it was put in last
year only empty trucks crossed the
ice. This provided a one-way flow
of traffic for several logging
operations hauling blowdown
timber harvested in the Little East
Creek area over a series of narrow,
crooked and hilly roads. By using
the ice road across the lake they
were able to decrease the round-
trip time, reduce the fuel costs and
increase safety by creating a one-
way road. The road system,
including the ice road, was a joint
effort by Shermer Logging, Olson
Logging, Inc., Ranisate Logging,
Sokoloski Logging and Wagner
Logging, who are all operating in
the area. The Army Corps of
Engineers did some calculations
and recommended a minimum ice
thickness of 26 inches in order to
haul 80,000 pounds.

Mike Magnuson, DNR Division
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of Forestry, developed a package of
materials on ice roads and ice
conditions which he acquired from
the Corps and some Canadian
studies which he provided to the
loggers operating in the area. “Both
the Corps and Mike have been very
helpful in providing information on
ice roads,” Clifford commented.
“Shermer Logging is responsible
for the ice road segment of the road
system. With the early freeze in
December we decided to haul
loaded trucks across the ice this
winter if we could get the ice thick
enough to carry the weight. We

Brian skids another cleanup hardwood drag to the landlng

There are two parallel roads on hour and an empty speed of 10
the ice that come together about miles per hour.
150 yards from each end. This Even considering the reduced
allows both empty and loaded speed and the lighter loads Cliff
trucks to pass on the ice without figures his savings on fuel and
being too close together. The other =~ round-trip time are worth the
two important factors are weight effort. From his job to Cook, by
and speed. As mentioned earlier, way of the U.S. Forest Service 200

you need 26 inches of ice to haul
80,000 pounds. Shermer Logging
decided to error on the safe side
and limit their loads to about
70,000 to 75,000 pounds. When I
was there the ice was 32 inches

Clifford Shermer, owner of Shermer thick. The second factor, spe.Ed/ is
Logging and an experienced ice road also of concern. When a vehicle
builder. pulls on to the road the ice settles

and causes a wave to be created
which moves along as the truck
travels. If the vehicle moves too
fast it can drive over the wave
creating the opportunity for the ice
to break. On this particular road
the Corps has recommended a
loaded speed of seven miles per

Tim Cornelius

Brian Cornelius

started tramping with pickups
when the ice was about 18 inches
thick. That was Dec. 20. Then we
plowed with the pickups. Where
the road comes off the ice on to the
land the ice never really gets thick.
We drilled holes and flooded the
ice and allowed it to freeze. This ek ol - 2
helped thicken the ice along the The delimber operated by Tim makes quick work of dellmbmg and topplng
shoreline.” another hardwood tree.
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road, will take his trucks three (3)
hours. If he hauls over the 2 miles
of ice road his trucks can be in
Cook in 45 minutes.

The job Shermer Logging is
operating is a state timber sale that
was purchased before the blowdown
occurred. Actually there was very
little blowdown that occurred on
the sale There is a real mix of
species on this sale, including
aspen, balsam, spruce, birch, maple
and ash. They have markets for all
the species. However, because of
the location and the type of
ground, this sale can only be
logged in the winter time. Cliff
wants to make sure that all 5,500
cords of wood are moved off this
sale before spring breakup this
year. He has made arrangements
for an alternate landing on the
Cook side of the ice road. Needless
to say they are moving the wood as
fast as possible.

They have completed the felling
and bunching part of the operation
and have moved the 425 Timbco
with a hotsaw. All the felling and
bunching is contracted to James
Shermer, Cliff’s brother.

The skidding is done with two
748 John Deere grapple skidders.
They are equipped with 35.5 tires
and they can put duels on when
the ground is soft. They run chains
year round. “We have less tire
wear, slippage on rocky ground
and the chains are less expensive
than tires,” Cliff commented. They
have rented a third 748 John Deere
skidder to help during the winter.
They feed the Pro Pac delimber
which is mounted on a Komatsu
carrier. “The skidder matches well

. en —1.555;:"1.:.--
Besides sawdust the slasher operator, Jason Wardas, makes
100-inch wood out of tree-length.

with the delimber,” Cliff
commented. One skidder can keep
the delimber busy under normal
conditions. The delimber limbs,
tops and decks the wood tree
length by species. Most of the
sorting is done during the felling
and bunching; however, when the
skidders are cleaning up there are
some mixing of species in order to
bring in a full grapple of wood.

The two 200 Serco loaders with
32 foot booms and Siiro slashers
take the treelength wood and cut it
into 100-inch lengths for hauling.

Shermer Logging has four of
their own trucks that do most of
the hauling. Each truck has a
center mount 7000 Serco loader.
Sometimes during the winter they
will contract with other truckers in
order to get the wood moved
before spring breakup. The four
trucks were averaging 20 loads per
day when I was there.

All of the equipment is radio-
equipped with the base at the shop.
This gives complete
communications for everyone.
Shermer Logging has its own
business band. They also operate
on the Koochiching County
business band which provides
coverage between logging
businesses. Cliff also has a cell
phone in his pickup which
provides access to equipment
dealers, parts houses and 911 if an
emergency should occur.

“We do quite a lot of our own
road building which requires some
additional equipment,” Cliff
mentioned. “We have a 650 John
Deere bulldozer, a D3 Cat, a 690
John Deere with backhoe and an
Austin Western
grader. This
allows us to take
care of the road
building, repairs

Duane Palmer
handles the road
building aspect
of the business
along with the
mechanic work
on the
equipment and
any other job
that needs to be
done. Heis a
jack of all trades
and a master of
most.”

and maintenance.

An old winter road that was located
on a 1954 aerial photo. No wood had
to be cut, they just froze the road
down.

Each operator does his own
preventive maintenance on the
machine he runs. Major repairs are
done by the equipment dealers.
They have a mobile shop that goes
to the woods each day. It is
equipped with hydraulic repairs for
hoses and includes a hydraulic
reservoir and pump so they can
add or change hydraulic oil. Cliff
believes it is cheaper to own new
equipment than to spend all your
time repairing old equipment.

“In this day and age you need
good employees to operate this
more modern equipment. They
have to be dependable and
educated,” Cliff mentioned.
have to pay good wages and
overtime in order to keep
experienced operators. Employee
costs are up but so is the cost of
equipment, fuel and timber.
Nothing is cheap today.”

Shermer Logging was started in
1990. Cliff’s wife, Mary, does all
the bookkeeping, payroll etc.
“Mary runs the operation,” Clifford
informed me. She is presently in
the middle of changing computers
and programs for the business.
Since they started, many things
have changed. The equipment has
gotten more sophisticated and so
have the employees. Besides
increasing costs, the availability of
timber has gotten critical. This is
quite obvious considering the
stumpage prices being paid at the
present time. Get out your crystal
ball, everyone has an idea of the
causes and solutions to these
problems and each of them will
work their way through this period
of time.

“We
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DNR Commissioner Releases Vision Statement,
Sets Dates for Forest Summit

Minnesota DNR Commissioner Allen
Garber has released the attached vision
statement to guide a Forest Summit
that will be held this spring. The
statement reflects Garber's views on
the direction that forest management
needs to take in Minnesota. It is based
on numerous meetings, forums and
field tours in Minnesota, as well as
Commissioner Garber's recent trip to
Finland to examine forestry practices
there. According to Garber, “The trip
to Finland helped solidify some of my
convictions about the direction forest
management needs to take in our state
to shape a better economic and
environmental future for our forests.”

Aspen is currently the mainstay of
Minnesota’s forest products industries.
Garber argues that Minnesota should
move away from overreliance on aspen
by creating forests that are more
diverse both by species and age.
Through scientifically sound practices
of thinning and selective harvesting, he
argues, the state’s forests can be
managed to promote wildlife and
recreation, while also increasing the
supply of wood available for harvest.

Garber is calling for a Forest
Summit, to be held May 30 through
June 1 in northern Minnesota, to bring
together the many diverse stakeholders
who influence forest management
practices. Garber is also calling for the
creation of a demonstration forest to
implement and showcase alternative
management practices, saying, “One of
my greatest concerns is the lack of
trust, cooperation and agreement on
how Minnesota’s forests should be
managed. I believe that this inability
to reach agreement is one of the
greatest impediments to shaping and
achieving the desired future for
Minnesota’s forests for the long-term
benefit of all Minnesotans.”

A Vision for
Minnesota Forests

by Allen Garber, Commissioner
Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources

January 23, 2001

Introduction

0ver the past year and one-half,

I have made a conscious effort to

gain a better understanding of the
complex issues involved in the
management of forest lands in
Minnesota. Through numerous
meetings, forums and field tours,
my exposure to forestry practices
and issues has helped me better
understand the current state of
forest management in Minnesota
and provided a foundation from
which I began to develop a future
vision for the state's forests. A
recent trip to Finland helped
solidify some of my convictions
about the direction forest
management needs to take in our
state to shape a better economic
and environmental future for our
forests. What follows is an
overview of what my vision entails.
It is fairly simple and
straightforward. As such, it is not
intended to address all of the
technical details involved with its
application. The concepts are not
scientifically new. However, their
application at a significant scale in
Minnesota will present a basic
change from how we have
managed forest lands in this state
over the past 20 to 30 years. I ask
that you approach this vision with
an open mind and consider the
possibilities it presents for
consensus and long-term solutions.

Reduced dependence on aspen

My vision is to reduce the state's
dependence on aspen by shifting a
greater proportion of future forest
management to longer-lived conifer
species and mixed species/age
forests. Aspens are the
predominant species and forest
type in Minnesota, comprising
more than 35 percent of forest type
acreage and more than 30 percent
of total growing stock volume.
Aspen species also comprise 65
percent of the total timber volume
harvested in the state. Aspens have
historically been a significant
component of Minnesota forests.
However, aspen forests expanded
substantially after the extensive
logging of the late 1800s and early
1900s. While aspen forests will
certainly continue in Minnesota,
dependence on aspen managed
through short-rotation clear-cutting
has affected the diversity of

Minnesota's forest industries, led to
an unreliable supply of quality
wood, created an uncertain future
for forest industry in the state, and
reduced the diversity of
Minnesota's forests.

Greater presence of longer-
lived conifers

Longer-lived conifers, such as
pine and spruce, were more
abundant in Minnesota forests
prior to end of the 1800s. Turn-of-
the-century logging followed by
extensive wildfires substantially
reduced the presence of these
species in the state with a resulting
increase in aspen/birch forests.
Longer-lived conifer species are
well suited to multiple-entry,
intermediate thinnings, longer
rotations, and saw timber
management. Increased presence
of conifer species will occur over
time through introduction in
existing forests (e.g., white pine
under-planting), direct conversion
through planting, and through
selective harvesting to encourage
conifer species in mixed
age/species forests. Greater
management attention to longer-
lived conifers will help increase the
diversity of the state's forests and
forest industry.

Greater proportion of harvest
volume from thinning and
selective harvesting

Eighty-six percent of timber
harvesting in Minnesota comes
from some form of clear-cut
harvesting. My vision of the future
is to reduce the proportion of
timber harvesting that occurs
through clear-cutting with a
respective increase in harvest
volume from thinning and selective
harvesting. Increased thinning
would occur over time from longer-
lived tree species suited to multiple
entry thinning and saw-timber
management. Thinning would also
occur in suitable aspen forests.
Increased selective harvesting
would occur in quality hardwood
stands and other stands to increase
the amount of mixed species and
mixed aged forests. Increased
volume from thinning/selective
harvesting and management of
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longer-lived species will decrease
clear-cutting in the long run.

Greater proportion of harvest
volume from saw timber

Nearly 77 percent of timber
harvest volume in Minnesota is in
the form of pulpwood. Only 11
percent is saw timber. Thinning,
selective harvesting, reduced
reliance on aspen, and increased
presence of longer-lived species
will increase the proportion of
Minnesota timber harvesting in the
form of saw timber. A greater
proportion of saw timber will help
improve the diversity of
Minnesota's forest industries,
provide more large tree/older
forest habitat, and capture more
economic value from our forests.

Hybrid poplar to help
supplement wood supply
People involved in forest
management in Minnesota have
known for some time now that
there would be a temporary (i.e.,
10-20 years) shortage of mature
aspen available for harvest
beginning sometime in this decade.
To help fill this pending gap in
aspen timber supply and ease the
transition toward greater use of
thinning and selection harvesting, I
believe we need to more
aggressively explore additional
opportunities to establish hybrid

poplars on suitable abandoned crop

lands across the state.

Greater cooperation
and consensus

One of my greatest concerns is
the lack of trust, cooperation and
agreement on how Minnesota's
forest should be managed to best
address future environmental and
economic needs. I believe that this
inability to reach agreement is one
of the greatest impediments to
shaping and achieving a desired
future for Minnesota's forests for
the long-term benefit of all
Minnesotans. I encourage all
interests to enter into renewed
dialogue with an open mind
around the concepts I have laid out
above and the possibility for
innovative solutions to overcome
long-standing barriers to
agreement.

Demonstration forest
As a first, tangible step in

changing the direction of forest
management in the state, I want to
work with other forest landowners
to establish a substantial (i.e., tens
of thousands of acres)
demonstration forest area(s) to
implement and showcase
management principles I have
described above. A basic
requirement of the demonstration
forest area(s) will be that multiple
forest ownerships are involved (i.e.,
state, federal, counties, forest
industry, not-for-profit
organizations, tribal lands) and that

all agree to work together to
implement these alternative
management approaches. Ideally,
the area will contain established
forest types and conditions suitable
for immediate implementation of
thinning/selective harvesting
practices. Monitoring will be an
essential component of a
demonstration forest to track the
effects over time on important
forest attributes, such as timber
production, wildlife game species,
song birds, plant species, water
quality and aesthetics.
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Federal Timber Sales Program Under Attack

We’ve all seen and heard

about timber industry opponents
chaining themselves to trees,
lobbying for legislative changes,
even engaging in eco-terrorism to
block logging in national forests.

In the last 10 years these groups
have found a new tool: litigation.
The combined strategies have had a
dramatic effect on the forests — and
even more dramatic economic
impact on taxpayers.

The national forest system
encompasses 192 million acres of
land in 44 states. In Minnesota, the
two national forests, the Superior
and the Chippewa forests, total 2.8
million acres. Wisconsin’s
Chequamegon and Nicolet national
forests total 1.5 million acres.

From this large expanse of land,
the U.S. Forest Service is charged
with managing a significant
amount of the wood resources
needed to meet the everyday
demands of the American people.

The National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) requires that
every federal timber sale decision

first undergo a detailed analysis of
its environmental impact. If it
shows a potentially significant
impact, an environmental impact
statement is required. The process
means many timber sales take two
to three years from the date they’re
planned until they’re sold at public
bid.

The revenue from the national
timber sale program is deposited in
the General Treasury in
Washington, D.C. But 25 percent of
the revenues are returned to the
states where the specific timber
sales occur. In 1990 the Forest
Service sold 9.5 billion board feet of
timber (enough to build 600,000
homes), generating total timber
revenues of $1.4 billion.

In that same year, national forests
in Minnesota sold 192.5 million
board feet of timber; Wisconsin
sold 138.8 million board feet. The
25 percent revenue sharing
provision transferred about $680,000
to Minnesota state government in
1990 from its two national forests;
Wisconsin received $601,859 from
its two national forests.

About 10 years ago, a few
activists began a campaign in the
western states to stop the sales of
timber from the national forests.
They found a tool in Forest Service
appeal procedures for timber sales.

Their strategy was to appeal
every timber sale on each targeted
national forest. Others challenged
selected timber sales for specific
reasons. Every appeal diverted
Forest Service staff time and
financial resources from normal
duties. The result: Operating costs
in those targeted forests increased,
while the volume of timber actually
harvested decreased.

The strategy was effective in the
western states and has been adopted
by others to reduce federal timber
sales across the country. One of the
last regions to be targeted was the
Lake States Region, including
Minnesota, Wisconsin and
Michigan. Appeals of federal
timber sales here have become
increasingly routine since 1996.

For a few years, the Forest
Service kept track of a separate

(continued on page 16)
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(continued from page 14)

expense known as NEPA litigation.
The Superior National Forest, for
example, recorded dramatically
escalating NEPA litigation
expenses; $1,970 in 1996; $20,200 in
1997; and $226,000 in 1998, when
the government ceased separately
tracking these expenses.

While some might speculate that
reducing the amount of timber sold
from our national forests is of little
consequence, consider these facts:

* Wisconsin ranks the forest
products industry as its second
largest behind food products and
processing. The industry
employs more than 102,000
people paid nearly $3 billion in
wages annually.

Forest products are Minnesota’s
No. 3 manufacturing industry,
employing about 61,000 people,
paid wages of about $2 billion in
1999.

National forest timber sales have
fallen from 9.5 billion board feet
in 1990 to 2.2 billion board feet in
1999.

Sales on the Superior National
Forest fell from 101 million board
feet in 1990 to 48.7 million board
feet in 1999. Jobs created by the
timber sales program fell from
893 in 1990 to an estimated 558 in
1999.

In the Chippewa National Forest,
timber sales fell from 91 million
board feet in 1990 to 48 million
board feet in 1999. (The projected

(imbe Bk b Al

total in 2001 is just 18 million

board feet.)

® The Chequamegon National
Forest has generated consistent
sales levels for many years,
selling 59.5 million board feet in
1999. It is one of the few forests
in the country where sales levels
have been stable.

* Sales in the Nicolet National
Forest fell from 80 million board
feet in 1990 to 48 million in 1999.
Another significant, but less

frequently discussed, impact is the

loss of revenues to local

governments. For example, 25

percent of the revenue from federal

timber sales is shared with counties
and other local governments for
school expenses and road
maintenance. This revenue sharing
was enacted by Congress to
compensate local governments for
school expenses and road
maintenance. This revenue sharing
was enacted by Congress to
compensate local governments for
the tax exempt status of the
national forests.

In 1990, $327 million was shared
with local governments. That fell
to about $124 million in 1999. Total
annual payments to local
governments have decreased in the
last decade due to the reduction in
timber sales, even as the price paid
for timber has increased
dramatically. If 1999 timber sales
equaled 1990 levels, revenue
sharing payments to local

governments across the U.S. would
have been more than $500 million.
The Superior National Forest
would have produced about $1.3
million for Lake, Cook, St. Louis,
and Koochiching counties, instead
of the $653,000 actually distributed.

Appeals and litigation often
result in forest management
decisions made by judges rather
than by the trained resource
management professionals.

Whether this anti-logging
campaign is a contributing cause to
the declining health of national
forests and increasing occurrence of
severe forest fires likely will remain
a hotly disputed issue.

Locally, we have lost jobs and
federal revenue sharing money and
will continue to be impacted by the
attack on the federal timber sales
program.

Aide to Former
Congressman Arrested
in Tree Spiking

Frank B. Ambrose, a self avowed
member of the Earth Liberation
Front, has been arrested in an
Indiana tree spiking incident.
Ambrose, Midwest organizer for
the American Lands Alliance, is an
aide to former Indiana
Congressman Jim Jontz.

Jontz, a well known anti-
harvesting zealot when he was in
Congress has not commented on
the arrest.

Ambrose was arrested by Indiana
authorities after they traced the 10-
inch spikes, which were driven into
trees slated for harvest, to him.
Other reports trace a car seen near
the site of the spiking to Ambrose.
Indiana authorities indicate that
they believe others may have been
involved in the incident.

The Earth Liberation Front has
claimed credit for numerous acts of
ecoterrorism including the torching
of a Boise Cascade forestry office
and arson fires at a New York
housing development. The group
has claimed to have done more
than $30 million in damage during
their ecoterrorism blitzes.

The penalty for tree spiking in
Indiana is up to 18 months in
prison and a $10,000 fine. Ambrose
has proclaimed his innocence.
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A
Years Ag 20

20 YEARS AGO

B Mike Latimer retired from Blandin Paper Co. after
nearly 25 years. He joined Blandin as its first
forester. Later he was appointed Blandin’s first
director of public affairs, a position he held until his
retirement.

B National forest timber sales offered by the Forest
Service will remain at 11.9 billion board feet under
the Reagan Administration’s revision of former
President Carter’s recommendation for fiscal year
1982.

30 YEARS AGO

B Superior National Forest Supervisor Craig W. Rupp
has been reassigned as assistant to the deputy chief
in charge of the National Forest System, in
Washington D.C. Rupp will be responsible for
multiple use planning and resource coordination on
all 154 national forests.

B Alfred J. Withoff will be the new vice president and
general manager of Blandin Wood Products Co.
Groundbreaking activities for the plant should
coincide closely with Withoff’s arrival.

B Robert Herbst became Minnesota’s first
commissioner of natural resources in early January.
He replaces the outgoing Jarle Leirfallow, the last
commissioner of conservation.

MLEP Announces Its 2001
Continuing Education Program

The Minnesota Logger Education Program (MLEP)
Board of Directors is proud to announce its 2001
Continuing Education Program for Minnesota’s
logging community.

The 2001 MLEP workshops will be delivered at nine
locations throughout the state during late-March and
throughout April to an anticipated 600 logger
participants. The workshops will provide participants
with Identification, Timber Harvest Monitoring,
Timber Availability, and Legislative Updates.

The workshop series is co-sponsored in support by
the Forest Resources Association, Inc., the Minnesota
DNR - Division of Forestry, Minnesota Forest
Industries, Inc., the Minnesota Timber Producers
Association, the Potlatch Corporation, the St. Louis
County Land Department, and the University of
Minnesota — Extension Service.

For more information regarding MLEDP, or to register
to attend, please write or call: MLEP, 510 Board of
Trade Bldg., Duluth, Minn. 55802; 218-722-5442;
www.mlep.org.
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Congressman Oberstar’s “Wood Fiber” Tour

Eighth District U.S. Rep. Jim
Oberstar, in response to the
significant problems in the forest
products sector, conducted a fact
finding tour during the second
week of January. The tour included
a meeting with the TPA Board of
Directors, a morning at TPA
director John Rolle’s logging job,
and stops at Potlatch’s Cloquet
operations, Trus Joist
Weyerhaeuser, UPM Kymmene’s
Grand Rapids Mill, Boise Cascade,
Hedstrom Lumber and the Stora
Enso Duluth Mill.

TPA directors had a frank
exchange with Congressman
Oberstar during a two-hour
evening session in Grand Rapids.
“Congressman Oberstar has been a
leader in Washington on keeping
the U.S. Forest Service selling at
least some wood,” said TPA
President Ray Killmer. “He came
to us during our busiest season and
listened to our problems and ideas
about how to solve them. We are
hopeful that he will be able to
influence others in Washington.”

The dawn broke bright and clear
as TPA Executive Vice President
Wayne Brandt brought the
congressman, John Schadel of his
Duluth office, and Tim O’Hara,
MFI’s vice president of forest
policy, out to John Rolle’s logging
job north of Chisholm, the
congressman’s home town. Rolle
and his crew were in the midst of
harvesting several blocks of state
and private wood on winter
accessible ground.

During three hours in the woods,
John Rolle explained what he was
doing, how he was doing it and
what he saw as the challenges and
opportunities for today’s modern
logger. With numerous stops at
recent and active cuts, and new
regeneration, middle-aged and
mature stands Rolle explained what
was going on. Rep. Oberstar had
the chance to see John's crew
felling, skidding, delimbing,
slashing and loading and have it all
explained to him.

The congressman also had a
chance to relate to Rolle the time he
had spent as a young man working
for the Rolle family’s concrete block
business in Chisholm. Oberstar

later remarked that John had the
Rolle family’s intensity and
commitment to progressive

-
L)
Rep. Oberstar makes a point during

meeting with the TPA Board of
Directors.

business that has been known in
Chisholm for many years.

During briefings and tours at the
various mills, the congressman
heard detailed information about
current conditions in the paper,
solid and engineered wood sectors.

“I want to thank TPA for
arranging this tour. We are at a
critical juncture for our loggers and
wood products manufacturers.
Finding solutions and building
coalitions to benefit the wood
products and steel industries are
my top priorities right now. Iam
committed to doing everything I
can to help build a better future for
loggers in our state,” said Rep.
Oberstar at the conclusion of the

tour.

Howard Hedstrom,
president of
Hedstrom Lumber,
explains tough
times in the
softwood lumber
business to Rep.
Oberstar.

TPA President Ray
Killmer and TPA
directors at meeting
with Rep. Oberstar.
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2001 Concurrent Topics Workshops

The Minnesota Logger Education Program Board of
Directors is proud to announce its 2001 logger
education workshop opportunities. Nine workshops
will be presented during late March and throughout
April 2001 at the following locations:

March 26 - Winona, April 3 - St. Cloud,
April 4 - Brainerd, April 9 - Grand Rapids,
April 11 - Cloquet, April 18 - Bemidji,
April 23 - Eveleth, April 24 - . Falls,
April 25 - Grand Rapids

Co-sponsored in support by the Forest Resources
Association, Inc., MDNR - Division of Forestry,

Minnesota Forest Industries, Inc., Minnesota Timber
Producers Association, Potlatch Corporation, St. Louis
County Land Department, and the University of
Minnesota — Extension Service.

Note: Evening sessions will not be offered during 2001

MLEP members may attend the full day-length
workshop outlined below (in addition to LogSafe
training), to complete 2001 educational requirements.
Workshop participants will be able to choose which
location they would like to attend as well as choose
which topics they will attend during the morning and
the afternoon.

7:00 - 8:00 a.m. Registration and Refreshments
8:00 - 8:15 a.m. Welcome, Introductions and Workshop Overview
8:15 - 9:00 a.m. Showing of St. Louis County’s Video “People and Forests”
9:00 - 9:15 a.m. Introduce Concurrent Sessions and Divide Participants
Silviculture Timber Harvest Tree Timber
9:15 - 10:45 a.m. & Timber Cruising Monitoring Species Awvailability &
Identification Legislative Update

10:45 - 11:00 a.m.

BREAK - Refreshments Provided

11:00 - 12:30 p.m.

Conclusion of Morning Workshop Topic Offerings

12:30 - 1:30 p.m. Lunch Buffet Provided on Site
Divide Participants for Choice of Afternoon Offerings
Silviculture Timber Harvest Tree Timber
1:30 - 3:00 p.m. & Timber Cruising Monitoring Species Awvailability &
Identification Legislative Update
3:00 - 3:15 p.m. BREAK - Refreshments Provided
3:15 - 4:45 p.m. Conclusion of Afternoon Topic Offerings
4:45 - 5:00 p.m. Evaluation and Conclusion

Pre-registration is required at least two weeks prior to
workshop delivery dates. MLEP members and
employees, attendance is free. All others, $40.00.

For more information or to register for attendance,
please write or call: MLEP, 510 Board of Trade Bldg.,
Duluth, Minn. 55802; 218-722-5442.
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Gordon Dobbs was born in
Littlefork, Minn. His father,
Elmer Dobbs, was the owner of
Dobbs Logging Inc. and was an
active TPA member for many
years. Gordon started work in
the woods full time in 1981. He
took over Dobbs Logging Inc.
when his father retired. He is
now the owner of the business
and an active member of TPA’s
Public Relations Committee.
Gordon was elected to the TPA
Board of Directors in 1996.
Gordon completed high school
in Littlefork. He and his wife,
Lori, still live in Littlefork but a
few years ago they built a new
home that they share with their
two children, Kaitlyn and Ethan.
His family, and especially the
children, tend to keep him busy
when not working. The family

Minnesota Timber Producers Association
Meet the Directors

enjoys camping, which manages
to keep Gordon busy during
some of his free time. He does
manage to find time to still enjoy
some of his own interests such as
hunting, fishing and trapping.

Conference to
Highlight Young
Forests

The University of Minnesota
Duluth Continuing Education
program, along with other
educational and resource
management agencies, will host a
conference titled: “The Role of
Young Forests in Maintaining
Biological Diversity in the Great
Lakes Region.” The conference,
initiated by the Ruffed Grouse
Society, will be held Thursday,
March 29, at the Duluth
Entertainment and Convention
Center.

Featured speakers include Dan
Dessecker, senior wildlife biologist
with the Ruffed Grouse Society; Bill
Berg, wildlife research biologist,
Minn. DNR; Jim Woehr, senior
scientist, Wildlife Management
Institute; Frank Thompson III,
USDA Forest Service North Central
Research Station; and Norm
Moody, Cass County land
commissioner.

The goals of the conference are to
demonstrate current conditions and
trends in forest age and
composition; to detail relationships
between young forests and various
wildlife species; and to educate
resource professionals on
population trends and habitat
requirements of early-successional
wildlife species.

“We are very pleased that the
university, the Ruffed Grouse
Society and the other sponsors are
convening this conference,” said
TPA Executive Vice President
Wayne Brandt. “All we’ve heard
for the past decade from some
quarters is a constant drumbeat
about old forest habitats. This
important conference will address
the need for and benefits of young
forest habitats in our forest
ecosystem.”

The cost for the conference is $20.
Registration information can be
obtained from the University of
Minnesota Duluth Continuing
Education, 251 Darland Building,
10 University Drive, Duluth, Minn.
55812.
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Chippewa National
Forest Withdraws
Timber Sales

In the last two months the Walker
Ranger District of Chippewa
National Forest has withdrawn two
proposed timber sales. In
November, the district withdrew a
the Otto Ecosystem Stewardship
Project and on January 25 the
Storm 2000 Salvage Environmental
Assessment was withdrawn.

The Otto Ecosystem Stewardship
Project assessment covered nearly
13,000 acres of national forest land
and proposed harvest on an
estimated 1,800 acres. The project
analysis began in February 1999
and after two years of analysis
the project was withdrawn with
no indication that it would be
re-initiated. In total, more than 840
hours of staff time and $17,900
were expended on the project. The
acting district ranger cited several
reasons why the project was
withdrawn, which include local
tribal concern of timber
management, red-shouldered
hawk, and special management
complexes (reserved areas to be
evaluated by the forest plan
revision process).

More recently the Walker District
withdrew the Storm 2000 Salvage
Environmental Assessment. This
project proposed to salvage
blowndown timber on
approximately 1,400 acres of
national forest lands. It was
withdrawn because of threats of an
appeal and that the analysis
conducted by district staff would
not hold up in a legal challenge.
The district anticipates after
additional analysis that a new
decision will be issued in June.
Hopefully, the timber will still be
worthy of salvage by this time.

Prior to these announcements the
Chippewa only planned to offer 25
million board feet for the current
fiscal year. The withdrawal of these
timber sales will only make the
already dismal timber program of
the Chippewa only worse.

Nortrax Equipment Co.
Acquires Timberjack
Product Line from

St. Joseph’s Equipment

N ortrax Equipment Co.

recently announced the acquisition
of the Timberjack product line
from St. Joseph’s Equipment
located in La Crosse, Wis. The
acquisition includes all forestry
product, parts, and machine
inventory from St. Joseph’s La
Crosse, Wis.; Duluth, Minn.; and
Iron River, Mich. stores. In
addition, Nortrax will acquire and

operate the Iron River store as a
Nortrax business.

“This is a very positive move
for Nortrax,” stated Nortrax
Midwest Region Vice President
and General Manager, Tim
Murphy. “Since the acquisition of
Timberjack by Deere and Company
last year, we've set our sites on
procuring this account. We've got a
strong presence in the Northwoods
and Timberjack is the premier
player in mechanized timber
harvesting equipment.” Murphy
added, “This partnership will be
positive for Nortrax, for
Timberjack, and most of all for our
customers.” Deere and Company
announced the purchase of
Timberjack in April 2000.

Nortrax will represent
Timberjack at all of its nine
locations throughout Minnesota,
Wisconsin, and the UP of Michigan.
The Iron River, Mich., location will
become a full-fledged Nortrax
operation, offering sales, parts, and
service for John Deere, Hitachi,
Timberjack, Fabtek, and Timbco
products.

Nortrax Equipment Co. is a
leading distributor of John Deere
construction and forestry
equipment with regional operations
in the Upper Midwest, Northeast,
and southern Florida. The
Midwest Region offices are based
in Eau Claire, Wis. Sales and
service centers operate in Bemidji,
Duluth, and Grand Rapids, Minn;
Ashland, Eau Claire, Monico, and
Schofield, Wis.; and Escanaba and
Iron River, Mich.

AR

Coming Events

® The Log Truck Driver

Workshops will be held at the

following locations:

Wed., Apr. 4 — Holiday Inn,
Winona

Wed., Apr. 11 — Deep Portage
Conservation Reserve,
Hackensack

Thurs., Apr. 12 — Sawmill Inn,
Grand Rapids

For more information or to request a

sign up sheet, please call the

Minnesota Timber Producers

Association office at 218-722-5013.
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2001 Logsafe Program

The Logsafe program provided by the Department of Labor and Industry, Consultation Division
for 2001will be offered on the following dates:

SPRING SEMINARS:

Date City Location
March 28 Rochester Best Western Apache
April 3 North Shore Grand Superior Lodge
April 4 & 5 Eveleth Eveleth Inn (Old Holiday Inn)
April 10 & 11 Grand Rapids ~ Sawmill Inn
April 12 Cloquet Cloquet Forestry Center
April 17 & 18 Int’l Falls Holiday Inn
April 19 Cloquet Cloquet Forestry Center
April 23 & 24 Brainerd Brainerd Inn (Old Holiday Inn)
April 25 & 26 Bemidji Northern Inn
FALL SEMINARS:
October 3 Rochester Call LogSafe (location selected later)
October 10 North Shore Grand Superior Lodge
October 16 Int’l Falls Holiday Inn
October 17 Bemidji Northern Inn
October 18 Brainerd Brainerd Inn
October 23 Eveleth Best Inn (Old Holiday Inn)
October 24 Grand Rapids ~ Sawmill Inn
October 25 Cloquet Cloquet Forestry Center
December 20 Chisholm Iron World (special session, call Logsafe)
SCHEDULE & TOPICS:
7:30 a.m. Registration
8:00 a.m. Opening Presentation
8:15 a.m. Sessions Begin e TrackI
o Track II
o Track III
10:00 a.m. Break
12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Lunch
1:00 p.m. Sessions Resume ¢ Track I
o Track II
o Track III
2:30 p.m. Break
4:30 p.m. Session End
TRACK DESCRIPTION

e Track I - CPR / First-Aid - both of which are required for all employees
working on a logging site. The CPR Course will be from 8:15 a.m. - 12
noon. First-Aid Training will be offered from 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Track II - Chainsaw Safety

PPE

Safe operating procedures

Proper felling techniques

Maintenance (will be offered from 8:15 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.)

Track III

OSHA Logging Standard
Overview

Forest Resources Association video on standard
Slips and fall prevention
Back injury prevention
Hazard recognition
Hydraulic system safety
Leakage/Stored energies
Cylinder dangers

Trouble shooting techniques

For registration or additional information contact the LogSafe office
by calling 1-888-234-1217.
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TPA Executive Vice President Wayne Brandt addresses the board of directors.

TPA Board of Directors Meeting

The TPA Board of Directors met
in Grand Rapids, Minn. In
significant actions, the board
adopted a six-point strategy on
increasing timber availability
during 2001. The board adopted
resolutions urging the DNR to
modify its current work plan to
increase timber sales to 800,000
cords — the full amount in their
current management plans;
demanded that the Chippewa
National Forest increase their sales
to the average of the past 15 years
and that the chief of the Forest
Service and the regional forester
take immediate steps if the
Chippewa is not willing or able to
accomplish this; commended Jerry
Rose for his service as director of
the DNR’s Division of Forestry.

The TPA board also implemented
a dues increase for all members and
restructured several membership
categories. The board approved
budgets and objectives for 2001 and
heard presentations from various
speakers including John Hill, LUA
regional manager, Terry Weber,
Forest Resources Partnership and
Shirley Hanson, TPA Group Health
Plan administrator.

Resolution
DNR Timber Sales
Whereas the annual growth of

wood on DNR-administered
lands is 1.3 million cords per
year; and

Whereas the total annual volume of
sales in DNR area forest
management plans is
approximately 800,000 cords per
year; and

Whereas the DNR sold 619,000
cords of wood in fiscal year 2000,
and

Whereas the DNR work plan’s
target for timber sales in fiscal
year 2001 is 596,000 cords; and

Whereas DNR-administered lands
continue to suffer significant
mortality; and

Whereas there is a critical shortage
in the availability of timber for
sale; now therefore be it

Resolved that TPA strongly urges
the DNR to modify its fiscal year
2001 work plan by increasing
proposed timber sales to 800,000
cords; and be it further

Resolved that TPA intends to work
with and support the DNR and
legislature in implementing the
timber sales levels contained in
the current approved DNR area
plans.

Resolution

Chippewa National
Forest Timber Sales

Whereas the Allowable Sale

Quantity for the Chippewa
National Forest is 79 million
board feet per year; and

Whereas many TPA members
depend on the continued
management of the Chippewa
National Forest; and

Whereas the Chippewa National
Forest has 133 full-time
employees who are directed by
law to manage the forest’s nearly
700,000 acres including offering
timber for sale; and

Whereas the Chippewa National
Forest has announced that it will
offer only 17 million board feet of
new timber for sale during the
current fiscal year; and

Whereas this level of sales
represents barely 10 percent of
the wood grown on the forest
each year; now therefore be it

Resolved the TPA demands that the
supervisor of the Chippewa
National Forest offer for sale at
least the average of the past 15
years timber sales (68 million
board feet); and be it further

Resolved that if the Chippewa
National Forest is unwilling or
unable to implement this minor
amount of forest management,
that the regional forester and the
chief of the U.S. Forest Service
take immediate steps to resolve
this critical management
problem.
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Resolution
Commending Jerry Rose

Whereas Jerry Rose has served as
director of the Division of
Forestry for the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources
for 14 years; and

Whereas Jerry Rose has been a
frequent participant in TPA
meetings, activities, programs
and functions; and

Whereas Jerry Rose has always
held a strong commitment to a
strong economy and sound
management of forest resources;
and

Whereas Jerry Rose has been an
exemplary public servant who
has always been a credit to the
citizens of Minnesota in dealing
with many difficult issues; and

Whereas Jerry Rose has always had
an open door to TPA and its
members; now therefore be it

Resolved that TPA commends and
thanks Jerry Rose for his work as
DNR Division of Forestry
director; and be it further

Resolved that TPA wishes Jerry
Rose only the best in his future
endeavors.

TIMBER BULLETIN Subscription Order

Please ENTER my subscription to the Minnesota Timber Bulletin (six issues per
year). Payment is enclosed for:

[11 year®20 []2vyears®*35 []3years*50
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CITY STATE ZIP
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Please send my GIFT SUBSCRIPTION to the Minnesota Timber Bulletin (six issues
per year) o be sent fo the name below. Payment is enclosed for:
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cITY STATE 7P
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he recorded for us.—Editor

N

LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

Early Fire Control

by J. C. Ryan

This story is reprinted from an earlier Timber Bulletin-one of the first
of “Buzz” Ryan’s ever-popular contributions to these pages. The
Bulletin will continue to reprint selected stories from the memories

For the past Ml weses, rmoeehern
Minnesuta hus enjoyed o peried of lairly
wel wealber, Eres from any large furesl
fires. Muow_ Ln the ]l of 1978, we have bad
fure conditions following 8 wecy dry spring
and summer with meany fires theougheut
the northerm half wf ike eisce, And. while

the cardition iv bad besay the leasl, il s
Il newn,

From the tirne khmgging began i the
slele in Lhe 1B40e, Lhe ourtheco Talf of
Minnescis has been eontranted wich many
dry yeprs snd had {ire conditions, In the
caply yenrs of legging, lorcat fires were

not. muoeh al & peoblem 10 che logger,
mmatly becawse the lugging cRmps opec
ateal wnly durling che winter manths and
satters hal nol tlarted to open wp ibhe
Land fur fatmung. While therr was somoe
Inay 1o the compAnies. it was mostly
fire-killed timbet. In a few cases, fire mouy
have been o Lome help in remaring brdsh
ad debris, moking logging easier.

Howgwer, tnllawing Lhe Hinchbey e of
Sapt. L, IEB4. when lugging campe And
cquipmenl und muech 3anding timber
wrre destcoyed alung wilh odee 408 lives,
che: Liggers. like che setilers, bopame
oware uf Lhe Lerrlble 1hreat te Tide and
prigerly that unconirelled Forest fires
could ceuse, When the town ol Chisholm
whd wiped o4t By zrnthee fire wn Sept. d.
138, with vnst damege lo propeety aod
timber, loppecs became vel mors SWaTE
nd Facest feres. The Chlaholm fire burned
wver Hi H aees wikh twa millinn dellars’
waclh of slanding timber.

It the Fall of 1960, 18 years aller e
grerl Hinekley Fire, anather fice siewch
Minnesela alang ils necthers boundary
and wiped aul the wats of Bauderie and
Speoner. The rear 1004 was the hotiest
aod driest on rernrd so far, and on Cicl. 9,
ike Forcsi fire, driven hy & gwdlhwear
wird, ralled in wn Lhe Llwu 1iowns and
tedwonl then by ashes with the Joss of 48
Tives B'ullusing this fire, publie sentiment
demanded 3 becier fire eonirnl sysiem,
and av & renln the Iegislalore o 1811
approprinted  funds  and  passed  laws
selring wp 2 system of raogers and FanEer
diatricts throogheul the forepted area ol
Lhe slale.

Theae laws  pequired  logpecs and
cimbarmen in hurn slasbings and ceport
cheir miitings, qutling Juggers divectly
inin fire eenired woch by the redaction of
what was conamlered m o fiee hnmard,
Raowers issued nedices Tor disposal af
whetewer slash chey  considered  har
ardous. Rpilrowds aod lagging compuansey
weee Tequired Lo patral theer radecads and
takn ateps Lo see dhar Lhele lowmotives
did ol uet flees. Each tamp foreman
becaine responsilrle for caeeying nud the
bire wonteal pnd precention within  hiy
AT mr‘ninns oree. lesides this, fire
peirolmen weee oaed ta patrol all engines
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avar the logging sprurs.

With the eaming ulf railcvad logging and
the operation ol sledo jammers, the
chaare af Bire became much greater, Fire
Figheing aod conlrol still remained the
responsibilily  af ihe diserice Taogemi.
Ilnmeaver, ranger diskricts wern lege aod
preatly updermwanned, and the rangecy
depemled pretey moch em 1he loggiop
colopEnd ko cowiP cheir wark areay.

lo arier to supplement the wirk of the
zoaliered state eanpres and palrolmeb,
sarne of 1he larger ooowpaoies  hleed
swiotier petrolmen for ther operslions
gnd timher atandy. With Lhe help of the
weather, firey wers cul down in number
considecably  belween 1911 and 14T,
IToweuer, wilh the dry woather of THIT.
Enllawed by anacher dey year in LI1H, fimes
again begat to gel out of rantrol. bany
amall firea were burning ithosughout che
ared el wich a buccicane wiod developing
on Ot 12, Fiers colled wver che towns of
Moope [ake, Cliquel, 3nd the smaller
villagrs nd Kelile Hiver, Lawler, Munger,
Orrmkstan, Adolph amt Al the acea in
helwewn, even thrratening the vily of
Twlulh., Peaperty damage way exlimeied
1 bee 323 million and 436 Jives were lost.

It ordeT 1o iry ta eatablish b for the
Tabe lor fires, an il wes Jound thet there
wers Rt Lloasl six distinet  steipa of
burned over areal. maoy lewauils wece
gintird ta collect darmage from the barger
lumher curnpanies And the milruads.

Since the railecads were voder govern:
menl condrob gt thnt Lime, By government
linally paid moss af the claioy, Whilke the
lucnber comprnias won all of cheir suils, it
codt. them many lhowzande of doliors.
AFter thr 1AEA fire and the dnmogpe claim,
gll thr lagging COMApRTIES opercating b
rwchousliern binpasms preally increaged
theie effocta 1o coptral any Fires ihat
mighl atatr in theit operalivg or logging
areay and Tesel in cleims for damage.
Beweral fire renicnd orgenizations were
furined to wrrk with and wndec the
direction of 1he distrct rangpera.

The flliver lron Cempany  woseds
operstian in the Brimson anl Huendide
Brea hal sl up a pyseem of fire patrolomen
whn wochied chrogghout their aperations
during the summer munlba, This wan
counpided of camp elechs, fopamen, atraw
bosses, crwiser and otheT sopervising
perzannn] why worked in the campa
during Lhe winter monchs. In cae of fire,
they wsed 1he  lEtkle fire  eguipment
availalble in the ramps,

In 1919, the Erst prilvate firr cookbral
organization, koown g8 the Woles Furvat
Protestive. Aguoclatien, wns established
with troah Boibineaw in charge atd Len
Fay ax bis agsisteni. Their headgunricrs
was el U AE Seeit Junction 40 the Wales
Lbranth, Thin nrgaolaabion ssaumed re
aponsibilily For all fire romtred in the aren
Iying wost of LBe Dulutk and leen Fange
Bpilrcwad in 5. Lovis Crunly, consisting of

dbvol  fowr  ewnahips, nnd  akeye 10
Lownahips in Leke Coonty lying saulh of
Tﬂ-'.n.-nahip 5% apd north of Township & as
ter eash as ange 3. This relieveld the slale
of & TaTge: partinn of Disleicl 4 amt @ve
the rhanee i spread  help fe olbes
petinns ol [Fistriet 5, which was preatly
unilrrmanoed.

The Walea Porest Pravection Ancocia.
tinn way fioanced by seversl snmpruies
Lhal basd ilabey eperstions ond stands of
timbeer in rhe area, Each company paid
accurdig e the numbee of screa in its
Beddings, Seme of the main fimber halders
wn Ehic gren were the (Miver Mioing O,
Cloquwer Tie and Tast o, Macth Slar
Timher G, dansnlidatel Faper Do, Sootn
Graff Cn. anrd the Duluth amd Jron Renge
Failroadd oo They bull and meintained
lnokowl  lowers, Llelephene  Lnes,  anpd
carried un all fice prodecdlon werk with ns
manoy as A3 patrolimen working daring the
suoaner oonlhs, kst of their travel was
done by Bl or By railrord metnr car

Waar af the [ron Bange. hetwesn the
Range and Duluth, tha timber was mostly
vened by the Cambined Werrchanoser
Companies of Clejeet aod many @oips
waore in gieration The few  patralises
they hod helpedl suow in conleolling tires,
bul Lle swiciener of 132 proved o be g bed
lice seazan. In Auguat o Jerge Eiee stharied

Tlrmbvar dawied pied by 0rsg0F W innparie’ s sacdy feo.

near White Face slalwe on ths Duluth
Winnipey and Femlle Railrosd and bymmed
theough Lo Marckham, Bluch af the
slandity ploe timber in 35-15 and 54-15
way biarned, The Matinonl truscd was
valled @it o help Fight thia Fire, which was
braoght. weder cantral wilh Lhe help of
s rain. ALl of the huened pisber Bad to
be cut in weder 1o salvape sonee of it

The [Unmbioed Weysthaenser Com-
panies hud beea plamidig to expand thedr
prifeciisn program for some time, anl
Euwllowiog thla 1922 fire, petion wees taken.
Janes Byan, my fatber. had  been
direscting the mapping af 1be 1491E fire and
beandling the field wnrk in caonection with
the Lewsnits filed against ibe sompanies.
He mos called inle the offiee of William
Kenenty, senera] maagee of 1he Cinkquel
crmpaoies, and given the job of eruting up
a Eire cantrol organization similar tu the
Wales Asooespbion. This wes 1 mirver the
veikpanies’ work orea wesl of the Duluih
gnd Jrom Ranpe Hailrmd i 54, Leuis
Counsy sauth of Lhe lron Ramgs,

The nrganizalwo wiuld dilfer Erom the
Wahy Assewialloh in being finareed by
the Clwguel companies oply. Mare Liow
and elforr wonld be zpent in callectiog
idarihiatlion on fires chat might pratecl che
cohpanies fram suits, Hawever. the main
objective woawnld b Lhe concrol aed
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suppbeaalon af Elres, Thes organizaiion, us
the Wales crgamization, was ta br under
the appruval apd directino nf Percy
Viberl, the ranger in Disteiet 3 a1 Chgued.
1n 15205 ¥ lberi's dirtrint eonaisted of owat
of 5t Touis County south of Lhe Rapge
and exsended serass lake Caunty o the
Cenk Countr line. Cruring ke zpring of
1%33, plans wrre moade tu establieh head-
guariees at the crossing of the DNE
Railrpad amil Highway 4 koewn aa the
Vermiliwo Traid. The asrganizstion was
koewn  as the Chegquet Fire Tatmml
Assucdlicn. and |asted fram June 1, T#23
tu Feb, 1. 193 Tn sclting wp ihe
beunderies of the sees i be seeved by 1he
associntinn, we benk cver digerices that
bed besn manned parl-loce by acate-paid
mern nt Catlen, Markham. Center] lake
ond Riwabik, Lhuy gieabg Viksert o chance
ta hice i@ men in the fringe amees Lo Ehe
suuth abnl wenr.

In By of 1934, boildingy were sel wp at
tha hendquarters site, consistine of B
corihination hunkhouse, kitchen aod of-
Fire, 8 cwn siall garaye, o speeder house, 8
warrhouse aol foud stacage bullding, and
ano ice huose. A& Bpure-slall garsge and oo
Iy cabitg were built in 1524 s well nx
hose rachs, 21, T had been warking aa a
prulpwensd sepbee snd Iog rutling inapeclor
{ar the =t [agia Mereantibe Cio., aoe 1 LBe
Weyerhavewnr caompanies. [ wes Lans-
ferred Lo hendyuaclers Ly widk B8 SUper
vizar of Lhis vryahlzaton under the super.
vizivn ol my father, who had phee dukies
with the sompapiss, sueh an checking can-
tTart leggers and  limber exlimaling
saprcvininn, Humever, much af his tme
during 1he ywoowr montha in the first
years of the orgenization wae speni ot
headguarters,

W hoilt leakul tnwers [several wood
triwee:rs BB ficst, laler replaced By aceel
towersh aod relephone Lines. Much of our
leawel was by railroad meMar raroar
“eppgders,” with mern pn hand apeeders
pacrolling after the jammers and locuina-
tives. We had charge of all the truab-
hurning wround lagglng camps and along
railread apuca chat »are w0 e vsed dueing
Lhe aummer months. Patralmen were
aseignad to fite conteal wherever Lhere
watg company men workiop alony ihe
rivers suriog the drives. Dworlng ihe
apring of 1% we had 44 men byrning
brush during the manth of April We aet
up B F¥akem of patral hesis Lhal were
covrerd regularly Lbovughoul the disteet
with Tegisler bewes where  pacrolmen
wouhl cecucd the wesiher and sonditions.
Welchen wers prabioned Al limbec
lapdinge adong the reilrosd swhere fires
might cavar eansidershie damage.

Car Eire pratectivn area cuversd alh Lyod
snuth from ‘Lownship 9 to and Includiog
Tuwoship 53 and parta of Townehip &2 in
Fanges 12, 13, 14, 16, 16, pacts of Bangpe 17
and elag in the HAll Junction aprrationg io
Rangers 16 and 19. We slzn bad a special

man io the Begver Rivvrs operabioma io
5115 during che summers of ¥ and
1925 [Juring the peak yea ke we hed sboul
2B summer patrulneen. kgt of these men
wore simaw  bosced, cemp clecks anl
scalers who went back bo mork in Lhe
lucnter carips during 1he wintec wanlly,
with only twa o7 threr men wotkiog wwer
winter cherking slash.

All ruileasd peirels wece dnder our
sypeTvision and we ordecsd 1hat the
irsinn be patroled whenever we thought
ihe danger of Lhean starting fires eriabed.
Hesiles che reguler pateclmem, we hed
men slationed in the camp work areas wha
wiyuhl work checking jammers, lucomoe-
tiveg and work arcas. These owd would
wiork the duration af lhe pacticular job,
liwed in the campy wider owr direction and
woee paid by us,

Upoo the orgenizadion of ibe Ckguet
F'ire Peirel Appoeition, RII ramp foremen
clerha wers nelificd 1hae they were bu pive
us che greatest conperaticn, Lhal all work
would scap and the crews lorned ower to
us in rawe of lire and that they muaat
rofnree aoy rules ot fire prevention chat
Lbe wuaweiplion ouight presceib:. All ol ibe
ayslALIGN's  EegUIAT  padralmen  were
eomeigriorrd by  the stabe  FPorestry
Dopsetment sod bed the full power of
sipee: rangers. We emploped aboul 135
sewno minth pelrodmen during mosti of
the line Lhe asoocsadion wan in aperadian.
Luclig the latar reprs some sisie funds
wafa gvailable and & Teor of cur men were
peid from ihnae

When the aeeozigiinn wox Faemed in
1%4. the Cambined CGloquet Cnmpanies
had abnoe 704 in B3O milbicn boacd Beel of
pine still stapding. AU of thiy wirgn
limber had T=en hacvested by 133% 0OF
Lhiy, abwui SH milios was tn che Stroud
area. che babance wan in the B 15 Com.
slock Lake apea weat of Mile: Post R nn
ih IFom Brnpe: Mailrpad in 57 13, in 5512
arnand Sonne Lake, in 51-15 wn Lhe Beaver
and several lesser acaleeced bdocka,

In Lhe suenides of 1929 gome 10 midlion
biard feer of cut logs were hong up in
1slend Lake when the powne rompany
drew off thr wnter. This cresded 2 hadd fire
hazord and =nme logy burmed.

Some 20 lacge SH-nan caopa aed 5 or
more jobber camps were i operetion
during the Tife of 1he assceintion, The fire-
fighting «:gquipmrni was marhed through
nut the disicisl and was cumprased owally
of hand towls wnd puoye Laaks, Al hesd-
quarters we hid largs amownts of hamd
toola and pumps, blenkets, dishea and
iemis o hardlle Aees and men wha hed Lo
e Fred and camped.

Nuring must of Che bine. our Clea Bee of
delenne for fice suppression eame rom the
camps, gnd when they were nat in apera.
tigm, lumherjacks would be picked up fram
ihe empleymoent offeces in Dululh, Seltlers
and local people were waed Sn the Irope
and getclad parta of the disiricd, Puch of
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it irenaparelian wea by erileosd
speeder and up le 12 mooreara wers
oparated by ihe sssociption, While we
cannm ks nll the credic, p= the weacher
did roaperpie, the fire loes in apr district
from 1923 to 19889 wax cul fdawn con
siderahly. We had seweral fires of arounid
2 aeres, hut all wers hranght under
miotral wilhoul ton much Inss.

le 2he fall al 1999 wre hiul what was
known a4 Lhe “Bacvey fire” that burned
aluog the west side o 5515 aod Inco
G510, However, it was not uneil shorily
befure che ascocusion wes dissolved that
wid had 4 renlly bad fire. While ae werp
cnjoying pretey geod  suecess in nue
discrick, 1the Wales Assorintiun Le Lhe pasl
nd s han several large fices in the spring
nd 928 Lhal hburnail aver miai al twa
Low nuheps {34 57T-49).

My faiber hed luken aowlher pusilioo
witl Lihe ceonpanies Bad b 12 the aoper-
wigion ol fire conlool woerch camme woder Ed
Macslall, an ex-supervisor +f che Chip-
peves Macional Forest who had been hired
by che companios o head their foresery
progTam. Reggic Wikert, beather of the
ranyer Perey Viherr, was miveo svanse M)
my tnikre's dutics and was an Che pagocll
nl che associatisn Lthal lasl sin menchs of
Lama,

In late ol of BAE9, Lhe campanies
desided tn dicealve the syvccialion and on
Feh. 1, 1%Hk, all eyuipowot «f the
asenrintinn, aluog with & aum o money,
wis urmed e ik bhe arace 50 they aald
azsuint the job of taking eare of any fire
hasards thal may heve been Iefe by 1he
l-uggi:ng apeTatinms in tha Ewerm af ulash.

Thiss, nfirr abiml veven fire years. 1he
Clewpiert. Fire Muleol becaine v shiog of 1he
poai. Iuring the ilme il wes in dperation
the chechs of the Cliguel Tie and Prst Un.,
ovaupecalional ag this lime, were used W
pay for all the: men and aupplies. Maosl wf
aut fire fighling wus dane wl tlue e af 40
camis prr haur and ol of owe pacrolmen
wree peil 100 per mowth plus pooe,
bnard arml eapenses,

[ruriog the time that the Clequet Fire
Fulral %A3 L0 axisirnes, cwn piber aswhi-
gllons sprang up. Aden way known at the
Eabaiagnmn Fire atecl Auspceilon snd
handled Tice cootrol o Lhe operatwons of  SuMecwnd snd bumed.
Wirginia and Harny Labe Counties, The -
ather was hnwwn a8 1he Golvin Fies Taired
Assoviallon ard hnndled  fizes in Lhe
{aalwin BrAneh Af 1he [obernational Lame
et Co |BED in F':-:m-nhjl.'hing {aunty.
Barh af 1hese were shacl-lived. The Oliver
Mining Cire still maintawmed apne pakinl-
mien in Lheic Bornside h-::-ldinga bl midd b
thre walenl of 1he assaciatien.

From the Lime cthe =sioie Facesiry
I'_Ine-p.n]'l.mpm wag seb npein 1911 unkil the
claeing of the Ingaing camps in the early
1%#%, Lhe Ingging camps were Lbe firag
paores: of argemaeed fime crews and with
private fice contool crganizations, Jeggers
plaxed @ larege parl n eerly Tiee sonteol,

Thess phoina sH showr dicrie: esh oF 107 Bras — gl ysieng o partHer's hons Galiwd k] Sl D80 & S0
prmd burned bn m flabd 0w Hey Gresk: fir.
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Clasmﬁeds

To serve our readers better, the Timber
Bulletin offers free classified ads of up
to 85 words to all members and
associate members of the Minnesota
Timber Producers Association. All ads
must be submitted in writing to the
Association office. The MTPA assumes
no responsibility for ad contents and
accepts free ads on a first-come, first-
served basis within space limitations.

NEW POSITION

Field Representative. Timber
Producers Association of MI & WI
(TPA).

Timber Producers Association is
seeking a professional to represent
the forest products industry,
primarily in the upper part of
Michigan, with legislative duties to
include work in Lansing.
Applicants must be self-motivated,
possess excellent written/verbal
communication and computer
skills. Applicant must have
working knowledge of the forest
products industry and excellent
people skills. Knowledge of
government procedures/policies
and legislative process is preferred.
This position requires travel within
the state of Michigan, with periodic
travel to the TPA office in
Wisconsin. Send cover letter,
resume and salary requirements to:
Nadine Bailey, president, Timber
Producers Ass. of MI & WI, P.O.
Box 1278, Rhinelander, Wis. 54501
(application deadline is March 15,
2001).

USED EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

FOR SALE
CABLE SKIDDERS
1965 CA TF..oocoveeeeeeeecee $ 4,000
CATE oo 8,500
GRAPPLE SKIDDERS
1993 450C TJ, low hours,

dual function.........cceeveeveenen. 50,000
1993 518C Cat, new trans........ 49,000
S-10 International..................... 14,000
1990 548D JD....coocveieieieieierienene POR
1988 548D JD....cveveeeeerene 34,000

1978 640 JD, dual function......21,000
1980 640 JD, dual function,

rebuilt trans. ......c..ccceeeveenenn. 23,000
1994 648E ]D, dual function.......POR
1993 648E JD, dual function ...56,000
1989 170XL Franklin, 6-cyl.

Timber Bulletin

Cummins, new tires............. 30,000
1995 F67G Clark Ranger dual

function, 4,723 hours,

35.5x32 rub., very clean....... 49,000
CRAWLERS
1990 650G, 6-way blade........... 42,000
1996 D3C LGPIII, new U.C.....38,000
1988 D4H LGP, 6-way blade...45,000
1987 D4H LGP, 6-way blade,

encl. cab ....coovvieeieeiiiie, 43,000
KNUCKLE BOOM LOADERS
1989 160A Barko on tandem

truck, joy sticks 60" Siiro

slasher......ccocevvievieveecicceennn, 39,000
1986 1187B Case log loader.....30,000
1987 210C 6 cyl. JD slasher

package. ..o, 27,000
Prentice 90 on tandem truck,
19'bed ..o 9,500
1987 XL 175 Husky ........c.c.c..... 19,000
HARVESTERS
Hahn harvester..........cccou........ 15,000

1995 152800 QEX Linkbelt
w /453 ProPac meas.

SYStem ..o 95,000
1993 Risley Black Magic

Lim-mit 2000........ccccevrvnnee. 95,000
FELLER-BUNCHERS
AND SHEARS

1979 40 Drott, shearhead .......... 17,000
1986 490 JD w /20" Timbco
shearhead ..........ccccoovevenenn. 35,000
1993 T445 Timbco, w /22" Quadco
sawhead w/side tilt........... 145,000
1992 643D JD w /18" sawhead

NEW tiresS .....oooveeerieeeiieeennenn. 39,000
1993 Risley Black Magic,

w/Risley sawhead.............. 120,000
1976 544B JD, 20" shear ........... 21,000
1990 Super T Bell, 24"............... 28,000
1988 910 Cat, 17" shearhead,

rebuilt trans. ......c..ccceeevveenen. 37,000
1987 311B Hydro-Ax................ 20,000
1987 411B Hydro-Ax................ 20,000
1986 511B Hydro-Ax, 6 BT

CUMMINS....cooveeeereeeeieeeereeens POR
WHEEL LOADERS
1979 544B D oo 18,500
1979 544B D oo 19,500
1981 644C......coieieereereereerene. 28,000
MISCELLANEOUS
1994 511E Hydro-Ax

20" sawhead.........ccceoeeveereenennne 57,000

1997 72" circular slasher.......... 12,000
1990 210C JD 4x4 backhoe.......20,500
Terrain King 6300 self-propelled

SWEEPET ...ovvvrrerererererenenenennans 8,000
20" Koehring sawhead to

fit 643 JD ..o, 9,000
1989 490D JD excavator ............ 32,000

We have other equipment not listed.
New and used parts,
new and used tires and chains.
Something you're looking for?

anuary.) February 20011

Give us a call. We may have it or
be able to locate it for you!!!
We are distributors for
Aftermarket Parts, Rud Chains
and Hanfab Slashers

NORTHERN TIMBERLINE
EQUIPMENT, INC.
6000 Co. Rd. 8
Littlefork, Minn. 56653
Phone 218-278-6203
Fax 218-278-6716
Richard or Cam Hardwig

ADVERTISERS INDEX

American Forest & Paper AsSOC..........ccoevriiurinninnns 30
American Interstate Insurance ...........ccceceevvevveniennne 17
Bridgestone/Firestone 13
Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, PA........16
General Diesel 17
Great Lakes Trailers 27
Hedstrom Lumber Co. 18
ITtasca Greenhouse 19
Jake’s Quality Tire 5
LM Products 19
Lumbermen's Underwriting Alliance....................... 23

Menominee Industrial SUpply.......cccccoovveieieiininnee.
Mundt & Associates
Northern Engine & Supply

Nortrax
Ponsse USA .....
Rice Blacksmith Saw & Machine
Road Machinery & Supplies........cccccoervririerinininnnd

Sawmill Sales & Supplies 6
Schaefer Enterprises 34
Schaeffer’s Specialized Lubricants............cccccovuvuunne 17
Southern Minnesota Construction..........c..cc.cccoeuue... 23
Stuart's, Inc. 2
Telmark....... 15
United Truck Body 25
Wausau Sales Corp. 34
Ziegler Inc. 36




