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As I write this it is the first week 
of August and the first really dry 
week. Most of the lakes and rivers are 
finally or nearly back in their banks.  I 
try to find the positives about all this 
water.  Looking at seedlings I planted 
this spring I find them doing quite 
well and the yard is very plush and 
the garden is producing (thankful my 
wife, Lisa, enjoys mowing the grass). I 
hope this drier weather continues and 
everybody can have a productive rest 
of the summer. The mills need to build 
some inventory before the trees start to 
shed their leaves.  This summer gave 
us a glimpse of how important summer 
harvest is for the industry. The TPA 

staff continues 
to work on the 
long-eared bat 
issue, which 
threatens our 
ability to harvest 

summer timber. A big 
thank you to Wayne 
and staff for their work 
with the DNR and some 
counties to either move 
up or set up additional 
summer timber permits. 

I was glad to be 
able to attend Hedstrom Lumber 
Company’s one hundred year 
anniversary in Grand Marias. They 
had a great lunch and tour of the 
mill operations. I found it very 
interesting to learn the history, the 
trials and successes that made the 
Hedstrom mill what it is today. 
I couldn’t help but notice a lot 
of similarities between a family 
sawmill and a family logging 
company. 

The North Star Expo is just 
around the corner. Thanks to all the 
vendors and the Expo committee 
that make this event possible. I 
look forward to seeing you at the 
Sanford Center in Bemidji Sept. 12 
and 13.
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President’s 

Column

Years Ago in the Bulletin
A sampling of stories and topics from the archives of the Timber Bulletin
40 Years Ago
•	The logging show moved to its new location at the Buffalo 

House.  The two day event drew nearly 2000 people.
•	The pulp and paper industry will spend $523 million for 

environmental protection in 1974, 52 percent ($274 million) 
will go for air quality expenditures.

50 Years Ago
•	The Hedstrom Lumber company celebrated its 50th 

anniversary Aug 20-21.  This is a family corporation in 
which first, second, and third generation Hedstroms have 
successively taken part, currently operated by six of the 
Hedstrom brothers, with Roy serving as president.

•	Dahlberg and Son move jack pine with a Michigan skidder.  
This machine, with a highly competent operator, can move 
an average of 60 cords per day and has done as much as 100 
per day.  The Dahlbergs, Carl and son Waldo, are currently 
harvesting jack pine at their Moose River job on the Echo 
Trail.
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Executive Vice 
President’s 

Column

Let’s hope it stops raining sometime 
soon so that we can work and enjoy the 
summer.  In the meantime let’s work 
safely!

That’s how I ended my column 
in the May/June issue of the 
Timber Bulletin. And the weather 
didn’t listen to me, causing an 
unprecedented shortage of wood, 
particularly aspen, in Minnesota 
and around the Lake States.

We can debate other factors in this 
shortage besides the weather, but 

that is for a 
different day.

We have 
approached 
the DNR, 
counties 

and the U.S. Forest 
Service to help 
mitigate this crisis.  
Basically what we’ve 
been asking these 
agencies is to move 

any “summer chance” sales they 
have this year forward, to move 
sales they may have planned for 
2015 forward and to look for other 
opportunities for “summer chance” 
wood to be offered this year.

Our effort is to provide more 
summer chances for “summer 
chance” wood to be harvested so 
that our members can have a chance 
work now and through the fall until 
freeze up and to prevent mills from 
running out of wood from now until 
freeze up comes.  With inventories 
tight, the most vulnerable time will 
likely be this fall.

I am very pleased with the 
aggressive response by the Minn. 
DNR, St. Louis County and Itasca 
County; the Chippewa National 
Forest will hold an early October 
bid opening of summer chance 
sales that are being moved forward; 
Beltrami, Aitkin and Crow Wing 
counties are likewise moving 
planned sales forward for earlier 
auction. And to use a popular 
current phrase, most of the other 
public agencies, not so much.  
We’re hopeful that these reluctant 
“partners” will pitch in at some 
point also.

These actions are really about 

increasing the chances for “summer 
chance.”  Not every summer chance 
sale can be operated in the summer.  
By having more summer chance 
sales in our hands it will increase 
the likelihood that our members can 
work through the fall and decrease 
the chance that any mill will run out 
of wood.

The summer chance sales that 
aren’t able to be operated will be 
there as a “summer chance” next 
year.  We’re not looking to over-
harvest any part of the resource or 
have anyone “look the other way” 
as one land commissioner opined.  
We’re just looking for more chances 
until freeze up.

W     W     W
The North Star Expo is right 

around the corner.  We’re excited 
to be back in Bemidji for the show 
on Sept. 12 and 13.  For the first 
time since shows long ago at the 
DECC in Duluth, a lot of the show 
will be inside at the Sanford Center, 
with the remainder outside of their 
beautiful facility on the shores of 
Lake Bemidji.

There is a lot going on in Bemidji 
with new hotels, restaurants and 
shopping in this vibrant community.  
Make your plans for this fun and 
exciting event!

W     W     W
No other state has had the success 

that we’ve had in working with 
the USDA APHIS on how the new 
Gypsy Moth quarantine will be 
interested in Minnesota.  In fact, no 
other state tried.  In each case they 
have just gone along with what the 
USDA APHIS imposed on them.

Not here in Minnesota!  We’ve 
worked tirelessly to make sure that 
the quarantine is not onerous on 
loggers or mills.  The Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture has been 
tremendously helpful in this effort.  
We have worked closely with them 
on pest issues for many years and 
have a strong relationship with their 
professional staff and leadership.

USDA, after we got their attention, 
has shown flexibility that no other 
state has sought or received.  Our 

hats also go off to Hedstrom 
Lumber, which is conducting a 
research project on gypsy moth egg 
masses at their facility.  We expect 
this research to show that virtually 
no gypsy moth eggs on trees survive 
the tree being harvested, de-limbed, 
slashed, loaded, trucked, debarked 
and hogged up through a hammer 
mill for fuel.

W     W     W
As previously mentioned in 

this column, they’re back at it 
again.  The Board of Water and Soil 
Resources (BWSR) staff is working 
on wetland issues.  Some folks 
have always sought to weaken or 
eliminate our wetlands exemptions.  
They’ve never liked them no 
matter what the data shows.  TPA 
will continue to be vigilant on this 
important topic.  We are not in the 
business of draining and filling 
wetlands.  We only want to get in as 
efficiently as possible and harvest 
the trees so that they can grow again.  

But, TPA is in the business of 
fighting for our members.  

W     W     W
Our deepest condolences to the 

Rajala family over the tragic death of 
Nik and his wife Teresa and a friend 
in a plane crash.  Nik, Jack’s son, 
was a well-respected logger whose 
operations were featured in the 
Timber Bulletin several years ago.  It’s 
very sad to see a young, vibrant part 
of our community gone too soon.

W     W     W
Think safe.  Work safe.  Be safe.  

You make a difference every day.

Email: wscauction@airrun.net
www.wausauauctioneers.com
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Member Feature...

by Ray Higgins

Ron Beckman, Jr. sits in the 
cab of his Timberjack 1110D cut-
to-length forwarder, collecting 
aspen pulp and bolts that had been 
harvested by his cousin Travis.  
They’re working a 40-acre piece of 
Blandin land in Balsam Township, 
north of Grand Rapids.  

Aspen isn’t the only species here.  
There’s also maple pulp and bolts, 

One Day at a Time
That’s the philosophy of many loggers who’ve been 
through the Great Recession, including the
Beckmans of Itasca County

basswood pulp, ash bolts, birch 
pulp and bolts, as well as some 
balsam and spruce.  What doesn’t 
go to Blandin will be marketed to 
Sappi, Savanna Pallets, or Potlatch; 
some will even be set aside to sell to 
Beckman’s firewood customers.

Business has been good for 
the Beckmans, including Ron’s 
dad Ron Sr.  In fact, they recently 

invested in a newer model cut-to-
length harvester, a 2010 John Deere 
1270E, a purchase that seemed 
unthinkable not long ago, during 
the depths of a Great Recession 
that hammered many Minnesota 
logging companies, including 
the Beckmans.  What had been a 
company of three logging crews 
– two cut-to-length systems and a 

L-R: Ron Beckman, Sr., Ron Beckman, Jr., and Travis Beckman.
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Travis Beckman operates a John Deere 1270E harvester on a 40-acre piece of Blandin property in Balsam Township.

conventional operation, including 
employees to operate all of the iron 
– had been downsized to just one 
crew consisting of Ron Sr., Ron Jr., 
and Travis.

“We were never going to quit,” 
Ron Jr. says.  “We thought about it, 
though.”

Beckmans have been logging in 
Minnesota for more than a century, 
going back to when P.O. Beckman 
– Ron Sr.’s grandfather – got his 
first contract with M&O Paper 
in International Falls, now Boise, 
in 1911.  His father Bob joined 
the business, and eventually Ron 
did too, helping out by peeling 
popple as early as age 6.  By the 
time he graduated from Bigfork 
High School, it was time to see if 
something else was a better fit.

“I went to Itasca Community 
College,” Ron Sr. says.  “I got an   
AA in pulp and paper and went to 
work at Blandin for a year and a 
half.”

But the woods called, and Ron 
joined Bob and his brother Al in 
the family business in 1971.  At 
that time, the Beckmans not only 
logged, but also had 150 head of 

cattle on the family farm in Grattan 
township, north of Dora Lake, west 
of Bigfork.

“In ’71,” Ron says, “we had one 
Timberjack skidder, and that year 
we bought our first John Deere 540A 
skidder.  And we had power saws, 
and one truck.  We didn’t get fully 
mechanized until 1974.”

Eventually the Beckmans got out 
of the farming business and focused 
on logging, selling their wood 
mostly to Blandin in Grand Rapids, 
but also some up the street to the 
Blandex OSB mill, and some tree 
length to Rajala Companies.  When 
Ron Jr. came along, he started out 
in the woods much like his father 



Timber Bulletin    July/August 201410

did, tagging along when he was too 
small to help, finally starting to limb 
trees at age 13.  When he graduated 
from Bigfork in 1991, he followed 
in his dad’s footsteps to Itasca, even 
playing football there, just like Ron 
Sr. did.  But he injured a knee, quit 
school, and enlisted in the Navy, 
serving on the USS Detroit.  There, 

the knee was re-injured again, so he 
came back home and spent a couple 
of years working for Al Knaeble’s 
logging operation.  By 1994, it was 
time for a change for all of the 
Beckmans.

“My dad retired that year,” Ron 
Sr. says.  “I was going to Alaska 
to work on a fishing boat, and my 

brother Al was going to take over 
the logging company.  We had a 
conventional operation then.  Ron Jr. 
had a job lined up with MnDOT in 
bridge construction.”

But that winter, Nortrax had 
sent the Beckmans a cut-to-length 
harvester to use as a demo.  Ron Sr. 
ran it for the entire winter logging 
season.  About a month before he 
was to leave for Alaska, he called 
Ron Jr.

“Dad said, ‘this machine is cool.  
You should come see it,’” Ron Jr. 
recalls.  “When I saw it I thought it 
was the coolest thing I’d ever seen.  
So we gave it a shot.”

Ron Sr. never made it to Alaska, 
and Ron Jr. never worked for 
MnDOT.  They purchased some of 
the first cut-to-length equipment  
in the state, Al stuck with the 
conventional operation, Blandin 
split the Beckman contract between 
Ron and Al, while Bob retired.

Business grew for the father and 
son.  The cut-to-length operation 
worked great for harvesting on 
Blandin lands, as well as other wood 
that would eventually wind up 
in the Grand Rapids mill.  And as 

Ron Beckman, Jr. watches as he loads aspen onto his Timberjack 1110D forwarder.
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experience, we’re a leading 
provider of value-added 
lubrication products and 
services for the timber and 
logging industry. Keep your 
equipment running at       
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Industrial Lubricant.

Run with us.
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IndustrialLubricant.com
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Ron Beckman, Sr. uses the company’s forwarder to load aspen on his truck to be delivered to the UPM Blandin mill in 
Grand Rapids.

another one.”
They weren’t alone.  That wasn’t 

uncommon among Minnesota 
loggers.  Business was great.  

And then, the housing market 
crashed.  The two million homes 
built in the U.S. prior to 2006 
dropped to roughly a fourth of 
that.  Companies like Ainsworth 
and Weyerhaeuser, whose products 
helped build those houses, 
floundered.  Loggers like the 
Beckmans, who had invested in 
their own companies expecting 
demand to remain as it had been, 
were stuck with thousands of cords 
of harvested wood that suddenly no 
one wanted.

“How much wood did we have 
piled up in Squaw Lake?,” Ron Sr. 
asks.  “2500 cords?”

“I didn’t even think about that,” 
Ron Jr. responds.  “I was thinking 
about that sale in McGrath.  Five 
hundred cords down there.”

“And all of a sudden they called 
and said, ‘we don’t want it.’” Ron 
Sr. says.

business grew, so did the company.  
The Beckmans added a second 
cut-to-length operation, as well as 
a conventional set of equipment, 
allowing them to significantly ramp 
up production.

Demand for wood through the 
late 1990s and the early 2000s was 
strong enough that the Beckmans 
could keep all three logging 
operations humming.  They not only 
had the contract at Blandin they’d 
always had, but had also contracted 
with the Ainsworth mill in Grand 
Rapids and with the Weyerhaeuser 
mill in Deerwood to provide 
significant volumes of wood.  Their 
only worry was how they would 
provide their share of the wood the 
mills were seeking.

“At that time,” Ron Jr. says, “we 
were just pouring everything back 
into the business all the time.  We 
were always upgrading.”

“We were constantly buying 
machines,” Ron Sr. adds.  “We never 
had a machine more than five years 
when we were rolling it over into 

Soon, all three of Ainsworth’s 
Minnesota OSB mills, including the 
one the Beckmans delivered to in 
Grand Rapids, had closed for good.  
So did Weyerhaeuser in Deerwood.  
Their timing couldn’t have been 
worse.

“We had just bought more 
equipment, and we had cut a lot 
of wood we were going to take to 
Weyerhaeuser and the Ainsworth,” 
Ron Sr. says, “and they were 
closed.”

The Beckmans not only had the 
harvested wood they couldn’t sell, 
but with the bottom dropping out 
of the markets, they’d paid for 
stumpage they didn’t need.  Also, 
they had no use for three logging 
operations, but of course still had 
payments to make on the machines 
with little opportunity to sell them 
in a depressed market.  Frankly, 
they weren’t sure the business 
would survive.

But the Beckmans stayed with it, 
taking challenges one day at a time.  
And they kept cutting wood.
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Forty-year-old aspen waits to be loaded and transported to the mill.

“We always looked ahead,” Ron 
Sr. says.

“That’s what we do,” Ron Jr. says.   
“That’s logging.  “It’s a commodities 
business.  When it’s good, it’s great.  
But when it’s bad, it’s horrible.  But 
you always keep moving because 
eventually, there’s a balance to it.”

The Beckmans downsized the 
business and reorganized, cutting 
back to just the one cut-to-length 
system.  Ron Jr. runs the forwarder, 
Travis operates the harvester, and 
Ron Sr. handles 90 percent of the 
trucking.  They’ve also found ways 
to be as efficient in their operation 
as possible.

“Now we’re real careful,” Ron Jr. 
says.  “Very methodical.  We just try 
to be as economically sound as we 
can.”

“And we focus on getting good 
sales,” Ron Sr. says.  “We don’t take 
any sale we come across.  We make 
sure they’re good sales that we can 
make money at.”

“That’s a shift in making bad 
decision,” Ron Jr. says, “trying to 

make everybody happy.  It used 
to be if someone asked us to cut 
something, we’d take it.  We’d cut it.  
Not any more.”

The measures they’ve taken 
are working.  It took a while, but 
markets have rebounded for the 
Beckmans and business is good.  
The Blandin land they’re working 
on now is great wood, 40-year-old 
aspen, optimum age for harvest.  
And it’s right next door to the 
Balsam Township home of state 
Rep. Tom Anzelc, who champions 
the timber industry at the state 
capitol and loves to stop by on his 
daily walks to see how the job is 
coming and pick the Beckmans’ 
minds on the issues of the day, both 
those pertaining to logging and 
others.

In fact, the Beckmans recently 
invested in a different cut-to-length 
harvester, a 2010 John Deere 1270E.  
It isn’t brand new, but it only has 
5000 hours on it.

“We weren’t sure we’d ever be 
able to buy different equipment,” 

Ron Jr. says.  “We waited two years 
to buy this thing, but you get really 
gun shy, because what if the mill 
shuts down for two months and 
now you have another half million 
dollar debt?

“But you hire accountants for a 
reason.  You don’t say, ‘hey I bought 
this, now what?’  We realized if 
we’re going to make it, we needed 
to start listening to them.”

Ron Jr. still lives on the same piece 
a land in Grattan Township where 
he and his father grew up.  Grandpa 
Bob is still there, too, and Travis 
isn’t far away, either.  Ron Sr. has a 
place closer to Grand Rapids, and 
he’s got his eye on retirement in 
another three years or so.  They’ll 
keep going, learning lessons as they 
come, looking for those efficiencies, 
and try to keep getting better.

“You’re always looking at it like 
it may not work,” Ron Sr. says.  But 
you always have to be thinking 
ahead and planning ahead to make 
it work.  To keep ahead of the 
game.”
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BUILDING EQUIPMENT THAT CREATES OPPORTUNITIES

®

REDUCE COST.
INCREASE PROFITS.

For over 50 years, Morbark has manufactured high-performance equipment that allows you to harvest and process wood  
and other materials and convert them into profitable products. Nortrax can help you match your requirements with the best  
in Morbark Chiparvestors™, whole tree chippers, grinders and more. Depend on Nortrax for excellent product support, 
as well as an extensive Morbark equipment and parts inventory.

Contact: Erik Lunemann
  Nortrax Morbark Product Specialist - 218.244.7478

Grand Rapids  800.450.9427  •  Duluth  800.450.7456  •  Bemidji  888.450.1996

Nortrax & Morbark® can help you take your operation to the next level with:
   • Forestry       • Biomass       • Recycling      • Construction & Land Clearing Waste      

 

 

CALL OUR SALES TEAM TODAY! 
Ken Lesmeister or Mark Kragenbring 

14 Industrial Blvd Morris, MN 56267 

320.589.1771 or 800.522.2560 
www.ptrailer.com or sales@ptrailer.com 

Be sure to   

check out 
www.ptrailer.com  

for our  current  

Inventory Listings, 
Products and   

Services that we 
have to offer! 

would like to invite everyone to stop 
by our Booth #40 at the  North Star 

Expo at the Bemidji Sanford Center 
in Bemidji, MN,  Sept 12 - 13, 2014!  
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Howard Hedstrom, president of Hedstrom Lumber, addresses banquet attendees at the company’s Centennial Celebration.

Hedstrom Lumber Centennial

Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton speaks to the media while attending the 100th 
Anniversary banquet at Hedstrom Lumber in Grand Marais.

Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton 
was among those traveling to 
Grand Marais to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of Hedstrom Lumber 
Company in July.

Founded on the shores of the 
Devil Track River in 1914, Hedstrom 
Lumber is Cook County’s largest 
private employer.  The centennial 
celebration lasted more than a 
week and included open houses for 
loggers, for employees and their 
families, and the Cook County 
community as well.   The events 
culminated in a banquet in the 
mill’s maintenance garage for 500 
people, including Governor Dayton, 
Minnesota Senate Majority Leader 
Tom Bakk, and State Rep. David 
Dill.

Several generations of Hedstroms 
attended, ranging from 97-year-old 
Herb Hedstrom to 11-month-old 
Rabina Kahn.

In thanking those attending 
the banquet, company president 
Howard Hedstrom said, “It’s 
amazing to think that all of you 
have been touched in some way by 
our family.”
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  Hose & Fittings        ·       Pumps & Valves                 
Cylinders & Motors     ·       Packing & Seals 

KEEPING BUSINESS 
IN MOTION  

SINCE 1960... 
 

THAT’S THE  
MID-STATES  
DIFFERENCE 

 

CORPORATE OFFICE:  Medford, WI   ·  715-748-5565 
 

BRANCH OFFICE:        Appleton, WI  ·  920-687-9750 
 

e-mail us at mse@tds.net 
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61st Annual North Star Expo
Schedule of Events

Sanford Center – Bemidji, MN

Friday, September 12
9:00 am	 Equipment Displays Open

9:30 am	 Display Contest Judging

10:00 am - 11:00 am	 Loader Contest (sign up at site)

11:30 am - 12:30 pm	 Celebrity/Media Loader Contest

12:30 pm - 3:00 pm	 Loader Contest (sign up at site)

5:00 pm	 Equipment displays close

5:00 pm-7:00 pm 	 Reception/ Cash Bar with hors d’oeuvres

 

Saturday, September 13
9:00 am	 Equipment displays open

9:00 am - 11:00 am	 Loader Contest (sign up at site)

11:30 am	 Coloring contest winners announced

1:00 pm	 Winners announced for Loader, Master Loader, and Best Load contests

1:30 pm	 Winners announced for Guess the Weight, Big Cookie, Vendor Drawing, 

	 Wood I.D. and Big Cookie contests

 2:00 pm	 Equipment displays close

CONTESTS
Guess the Weight – Guess the weight of a fully loaded truck

Wood Identification – See how many tree species you can identify

Loader – Test your skills against the clock

Masters Division Loader – Loader contest for those 50 and over – sign up at site 

Best Load – Come and see the Best Loads of Wood on Display

Big Cookie – Enter to see if your wood cookie is the biggest of its species.

For additional information, contact:
Minnesota Timber Producers Association

324 W. Superior St. #903, Duluth, MN 55802
218-722-5013
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519.753.2000
comments@tigercat.com

www.tigercat.com
www.facebook.com/Tigercat 
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Bemidji’s Sanford Center, site of the 2014 North Star Expo.

61st North Star Expo
Returns to Bemidji
For the first time since 2008, 
Minnesota’s largest logging 
equipment show is returning to 
Bemidji.

The 61st Annual North Star 
Expo will be Friday, Sept. 12 and 
Saturday, Sept. 13 at Bemidji’s 
Sanford Center, on the shore of Lake 
Bemidji.  The Expo will utilize the 
spacious Sanford Center parking 
lot, as well as the Sanford Center’s 
arena floor with large equipment 
displays’ throughout.

The Expo had been held in Grand 
Rapids the previous five years.

“We’re excited to bring the Expo 
back to Bemidji,” said TPA Expo 
Committee Chair Joan Pomp.  “The 
great people of Grand Rapids and 
Itasca County were wonderful hosts 
to our event over the past five years, 
and we’ll be back there.  But we’re 

Did you know some of Minnesota’s 
finest artists display their work at the 
Expo?  Last year Nashwauk’s Jazlyn 
Svaleson earned top honors in the 
Expo Coloring Contest for the third 
consecutive year – this time in the Ages 
7-9 Division – and received a Blue 
Ribbon and an art kit for her efforts.  
Again this year, the top three in each of 
three age divisions will receive prizes.

OUT OF

STOCK
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FleetPride Truck and Trailer Parts won the Blue Ribbon for Best Indoor Booth 
at last year’s Expo, and they’ll be among the roughly 100 vendors showing their 
stuff at this year’s Expo at Bemidji’s Sanford Center.

The North Star Expo is always a great place to see beautiful loads of harvested 
timber.  Here, Tom Kruschek (C) of Great Northern Logging in Pierz accepts the 
Blue Ribbon in the 2013 Best Load competition from Expo Committee Chair Joan 
Pomp and committee member Jim Gabriel.  Kruschek’s entry was sponsored by 
Sappi Fine Paper.  

excited to be back in the home of 
Paul Bunyan.  Response from our 
vendors who want to show their 
stuff in Bemidji has been terrific.”

In addition, the Expo will host a 
Friday night reception on the Club 
Level of the Sanford Center, with 
free hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar 
from 5-7 p.m.  Admission to the 
reception is free, as is to the Expo 
itself, as well as parking at the 
Sanford Center.

Like at any Expo, there will be 
plenty of competitions:

The Best Load contest is taking 
place again this year.  Only the 
wood will be judged, not the truck it 
is hauled on.  Points will be scored 
on the timber quality, product 
quality, product manufacturing, 
load appearance, and load 
securement.  Monetary prizes are 
awarded to the top finishers.

The Loader Contest will also be 
held again this year, as well as the 
Master Loader Contest.  In addition, 
kids will have a chance to try their 
hand at a Mini-Log Loader.  

The Coloring Contest will take 
place this year as well.  In the May/
June issue of the Timber Bulletin, 
there was a pull-out poster for the 
little ones to enter.  Just have them 
color the poster and either bring 
it to the Expo or mail it to the TPA 
office.  Entries will be posted at the 
Expo for all to enjoy.

Don’t forget to bring in your 
wood cookies for the Big Cookie 
Contest.  Remember to attach a list 
indicating species, where taken, and 
company name.

Test your visual skills and Guess 
the Weight!  Entry forms will be 
available near one of the Best Load 
trucks.

We’ll have fun for the whole 
family.  See you Sept. 12 and 13 in 
Bemidji!

Bemidji Cooperative Association 
320 3rd St NW Bemidji, MN 56601 

Marsha Goulet – 218-368-3013 
---------------- 

CENEX FUEL~LUBRICANTS 
---------------- 

Northern Star Cooperative Services 
105 Main Ave W, Deer River, MN 56636 

Tim Hron – 218-244-4596 

Wheel Loaders, Crawlers, Track Excavators
Loader Backhoes, Skidders, Skid-Steer
Loaders, Engines and Transmissions

“Rely on our experience–Est. 1967”

www.sewlparts.com - parts@sewlparts.com
4535 State Route 3 N • PO Box 136

Wolf Lake, IL 62998

1-800-626-6046

USED REPAIR PARTS
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Timber
Talk

B10 Increase Effective July 1st
As of July 1, Minnesota’s diesel 
fuel now contains a 10 percent blend 
of biodiesel (B10) during summer 
months.

The biodiesel content will remain 
at five percent during the colder 
months of October through March.  
Off-road logging equipment 

continues to be 
exempt from 
the biodiesel 
requirement 
between these 
same months, 
and #1 diesel 
is exempt from 

the biodiesel mandate year round.
The B10 mandate was scheduled 

to go into effect in May 2012, but 
the state determined that certain 
regulatory and supply issues hadn’t 
been resolved and delayed the 
implantation of B10 until this year.

Please contact the TPA office if 
you experience any problems with 
using biodiesel in your vehicles.

Bignall Promoted

In June, Potlatch announced it 
has promoted Brian Bignall to the 

position of wood 
procurement 
manager of the 
Bemidji sawmill.

A native of 
Grand Rapids, 
Bignall joined 
Potlatch in 
October 2000 as a 

procurement forester.  He will now 
oversee all procurement for the 
Bemidji mill.

Bignall graduated from Grand 
Rapids High School, and attended 
Itasca Community College before 
receiving a degree in forestry from 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point in 1999.  
Before joining Potlatch, he briefly 
worked at UPM Blandin, with the 
U.S. Forest Service, and for Niesen 
Logging in Onamia.

Truck Weight Compliance 
Training Offered

Minnesota’s popular Truck-
Weight Compliance Training with 
instructor Greg Hayes will again be 
offered several times over the next 
eight months.

In the training, explanations are 
provided concerning road weights 
during various times of the year, 
including the winter load increase 
and spring load restrictions. The 
program promotes voluntary 
compliance to reduce damage to 
public roads and highways from 
overweight vehicles. The goal 
is to provide information and 
explanations to attendees on how to 
haul the most legal weight, without 
violating the truck-weight laws. 
How you configure your truck, with 
proper axle spacing and tire size, 
makes a difference.

Hayes developed the workshop in 
2001 to help anyone understand the 
technical criteria of the truck-weight 
laws in Minnesota. Greg’s career in 
law enforcement was continually 
focused on the truck-weight issues 
and the need to work with the 
industry to share the knowledge 
necessary to get the most possible 
legal weight from various truck 
configurations.  

Timber haulers can receive MLEP 
credit for completing the training.  
Among the sessions scheduled for 
northern Minnesota are:
•	September 24, 2014 – MnDOT 

District 2A, Bemidji, Minn.
•	January 27, 2015 – Northern 

Resources Cooperative, Roseau, 
Minn.

•	March 26, 2015 – MnDOT District 
4, Detroit Lakes, Minn.

•	April 22, 2015 – Holiday Inn, 
Duluth, Minn.
For more info – including 

additional dates and locations – 
and to register, visit: http://www.
mnltap.umn.edu/training/topic/
customized/truck-weight/index.
html

TIMBER BULLETIN Subscription Order

Make checks payable to:
TPA Services, Inc., 903 Medical Arts Bldg., 324 W. Superior St., Duluth, MN 55802

Note: Existing subscriptions will continue at their current rate until they expire.

Please send my GIFT SUBSCRIPTION to the Minnesota Timber Bulletin (six issues
per year) to be sent to the name below. Payment is enclosed for:

� 1 year $20  � 2 years $33  � 3 years $45
Please type or print clearly.

NAME ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________STATE ____________ZIP____________

Please ENTER my subscription to the Minnesota Timber Bulletin (six issues per
year). Payment is enclosed for:

� 1 year $25  � 2 years $40  � 3 years $55
Please type or print clearly.

NAME ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________STATE ____________ZIP____________

COMPANY/ORGANIZATION ____________________________________________



Visit us at the North star eXPo Bemidji’s Sanford Center, September 12th & 13th 
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Nik Rajala: 1973-2014
Teresa Rajala: 1974-2014

Nik and Teresa Rajala, co-owners 
of Pohl Creek Logging and members 
of one of  most prominent families in 
Minnesota’s timber industry, died in 
a plane crash on August 8 while on a 
fishing trip near Kenora, Ontario.

Nik Rajala started Pohl Creek 
Logging in 1998, named after the 
creek that was near his Cohasset home.  Rajala was a 
staunch proponent of cut-to-length equipment, and 
was known for his tireless attention to detail and his 
commitment to proper sustainable forest management 
practices.  He also served on the TPA Board of Directors.

In a 2009 feature in The Timber Bulletin, Rajala said 
logging, “is in my blood.  When you spend your 
childhood, when you’re out grouse hunting, deer 
hunting, fishing, regardless of what you’re doing to 
spend time in the outdoors, and you realize by the 
time you’re about 15, 16 years old that you and your 
father and your brothers are all fooling yourselves 
that you’re actually doing any of those activities – 
you’re actually just looking at timber all the time and 
you happen to have a shotgun or a rifle or a fishing 
pole in your hand.”

The Rajala family of course is known for the Rajala 

Companies of Bigfork and Deer River, where Nik’s 
brother John is the general manager and their father 
Jack is the CEO.

“It’s an interesting thing growing up in a family 
business,” Rajala said in 2009.  “Many people in 
the logging industry have been in that situation.  It 
doesn’t have the best reputation in the world, but 
at the same time that’s outsiders looking in.  When 
you’re on the inside of a family situation, obviously 
there’s going to be some rubs and it’s difficult, but 
at the same time it’s a wonderful experience from 
the standpoint that generally associated with it is a 
lifetime’s worth of learning and I would say that’s 
certainly true in my case.”

“The unique thing about the relationship that I 
personally have with my father is that I’ve done more 
logging in my life – he’s observed and managed a lot 
of logging, but he hasn’t done a lot of logging himself.  
So we’ve learned a lot from each other.  But regardless 
of where my  father’s coming from or where I’m 
coming from, it all always comes back to the forest.”

Nik and Teresa Rajala’s friend Lynn Bohanon also 
died in the accident. 

TPA extends its deepest sympathies to the Rajala 
and Bohanon families.
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LUA is proud to continue our 108-year tradition of service by 
partnering with Northern Capital Insurance Group to meet the 

insurance needs of the MTPA members.

Northern Capital has been serving the Forest 
Products Industry for over 20 years specializing in 
workers compensation, property, general liability 

and truck/auto insurance coverages.

For more information contact Northern Capital at 
1-800-676-8818 or info@northerncapital-mn.com 

ATTN: Judy King. 
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The Timber Bulletin publishes 
information regarding results of a 
sampling of recent timber sales and 
other market indicators, as well as 
other market-related news items.
Recent Timber Sales 
Average Prices, as reported
by each agency

Agency	 Regular	 Intermediate
Hubbard County
July 7 – Oral Auction
Aspen Mixed	 $33.63	 NA
Birch Pulp	 $12.70	 NA
Jack Pine Mixed	$38.49	 NA
Balsam Fir 
   Mixed	 $15.39	 NA
17 of the 19 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
DNR – Warroad Area
July 15 – Sealed Bid
Aspen Species
   (WC)	 $17.15	 NA
Trembling Aspen
   (WC)	 $34.44	 NA
Jack Pine 
   (WMP)	 $32.25	 NA
Pine Species 
   (WMP)	 $38.36	 NA
13 of the 15 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
DNR – Warroad Area
July 16 – Oral Auction
Aspen Species 
   (WC)	 NA	 $10.60
Jack Pine (WMP)	 NA	 $32.43
Black Spruce 
   (WMP)	 NA	 $13.82
Trembling Aspen 
   (WC)	 NA	 $24.80
29 of the 33 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
Lake County
July 17 – Sealed Bid
Aspen P&B	 $24.27	 NA
Birch P&B	 $13.59	 NA
Spruce P&B	 $23.78	 NA
8 of the 28 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
Cass County
July 31 – Oral Auction
Aspen	 $25.63	 $31.60
Birch	 $16.89	 $21.47
Red Oak	 $22.49	 $34.31
All 9 tracts offered during
the sale were purchased.

On the Markets
Beltrami County
August 5 – Sealed Bid
Aspen Pulp	 $29.93	 NA
Black Spruce	 $27.31	 NA
Red Pine P&B	 $  4.52	 NA
All 7 of the tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
Koochiching County
August 6 – Oral Auction
Aspen P/B	 $31.61	 $34.67
Balsam P/B	 $  7.76	 $11.15
Spruce P/B	 $37.55	 $18.45
Jackpine P/B	 $28.69	 $19.84
All 28 tracts offered during 
the sale were purchased.
Beltrami County
August 7 – Oral Auction
Aspen Pulp	 $35.02	 NA
Jack Pine P&B	 $42.31	 NA
Red Pine P&B	 $16.05	 NA
All 11 of the tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Products:
PB = Pulp and Bolts
WMP = Woodsrun mixed Products
WC = Woodsrun cordwood
ST = Sawtimber
WST = Woodsrun Sawtimber
PW = Pulpwood

FY2014 DNR Timber 
Auction Data Released

Stumpage prices rose for aspen, 
birch, jack pine, and red pine on 
DNR lands since FY2012, according 
to statistics released by the DNR.

The figures compare average price 
per cord for six major species on 
DNR lands between fiscal year 2012 
and FY2014, which ended on June 
30:
	 FY2014	 FY2013	 FY2012
Aspen	 $26.95	 $24.72	 $23.00
Birch	 $13.62	 $10.36	 $  9.70
Jack Pine	 $29.91	 $27.24	 $20.68

Red Pine	 $50.80	 $28.85	 $27.28
Balsam Fir	 $12.40	 $13.97	 $18.26
Black 
   Spruce	 $19.61	 $16.96	 $23.24

The report lumped together 
similar products under these 
broader species.  For instance, 
“aspen” included trembling 
aspen, largetooth aspen, etc., and 
also combined volume sold as 
“woodsrun cordwood,” “woodsrun 
mixed products,” and others.

The figures show:
•	The average price of aspen on 

DNR lands rose 17% between 
FY2012 and FY2014

•	The average price of jack pine on 
DNR lands rose 44% during the 
same period

•	Red pine showed an 86% increase 
during those years

•	The average prices of balsam and 
black spruce fell, 32% and 16% 
respectively
In addition, while prices went 

up on aspen, the volume sold 
on state lands also rose, from 
roughly 387,200 cords in FY2012, 
to approximately 406,600 cord in 
FY2014.  Volumes sold for birch and 
black spruce also rose during the 
last two years, volumes sold fell for  
jack pine and red pine, and stayed 
relatively flat for balsam fir over the 
same period.

Additionally, final DNR timber 
sale program totals for FY2014 
show:
•	The DNR offered 805,810 cords 

of new volume (all species), 
surpassing its goal of 800,000 
cords

•	The DNR also re-offered 109,453 
cords, for a total volume of 
915,262 cords offered in FY2014

•	Of the 915,262 cords offered, 
815,884 sold during the year, and 
799,601 cords were scaled.

BOX 1008  •  CASS LAKE, MN 56633  •  218-335-2694

www.cassforest.com

Buying Fresh Logs: Red and White Pine
Pine Bolts: Jack, Red and White

For Specifications Call 218-335-2694
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LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

“Come and Get It”
by J. C. Ryan

This story is reprinted from an earlier Timber Bulletin–one of the first of “Buzz” 
Ryan’s ever-popular contributions to these pages. The Bulletin will continue to 
reprint selected stories from the memories he recorded for us.–Editor
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  NORTHERN ENGINE  

A N D  S U P P LY,  I N C .

		    DOZERS
		    GRADERS
		    LOADERS
		    SKIDDERS
		    BACKHOES

Logging Attachments
Logging Fork BalerS – Log Grapples

Stacking Rakes – Brush Rakes
PEWAG SKIDDER CHAINS

Detroit Diesel – EngineS & Parts
Rockford-Rockwell-Spicer

  Distributor  

PARTS & SUPPLIES
Duluth (218) 624-1443    Fargo (701) 232-3284

Virginia (218) 741-2980    Proctor (218) 628-2337
Wyoming (307) 686-3713

good 
business.

WHAT’S RIGHT IS JUST
WHEN DoING

° Business/Corporate Law °
›› Michael Donovan   ›› John Gasele  ›› Robert Kanuit

›› Dexter Larsen   ›› Daniel Maddy

fryberger.com

We have an attorney for you.
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To serve our readers better, the Timber 
Bulletin offers free classified ads of 
up to 85 words to all members and 
associate members of the Minnesota 
Timber Producers Association. All ads 
must be submitted in writing to the 
Association office. The MTPA assumes 
no responsibility for ad contents and 
accepts free ads on a first-come, first-
served basis within space limitations.
________________________________
FOR SALE________________________________

Bergstrom Wood Products
International Falls, Minnesota

218-283-4557 or
bwp@frontiernet.net

Gary or Darren Bergstrom	
Irvington Moore 
   Unscrambler, 20 ft, 
   Good Shape.............................. 2,500
2004 Morbark 58” 3 Knife 
   Chipper, 100HP 3PH, 
   Taken out of Service 2009....... 8,500
Precision Chip Pac, 
   with 7*7 Screen........................ 4,000
Campbell Redi Stack, 
   New PLC, LS8802, 3PH.......... 3,500

Classifieds

ADVERTISERS INDEX
AgStar..............................................................................4
Bemidji Cooperative Assn..........................................19
Cass Forest Products....................................................24
Duluth Sign.....................................................................5
Don Evans Insurance...................................................30
Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A.........29
Great Lakes Trailers.....................................................22
Hedstrom Lumber Co.................................................15
Industrial Lubricant Company..................................10
Lumbermen’s Underwriting Alliance.......................23
Mid-States Equipment.................................................15
Northern Engine & Supply.........................................29
Northern Timberline Equipment...............................29
Nortrax....................................................................13, 31
Otis-Magie Insurance Agency......................................9
Petro Choice....................................................................5
Pit & Quarry....................................................................7
Pomp’s Tire...................................................................23
Prairie Trailer................................................................13
RDO Vermeer................................................................25
Rice Blacksmith Saw & Machine.................................2
Rihm Kenworth..............................................................5
Road Machinery & Supplies.......................................32
Schaefer Enterprises.....................................................19
Titan Machinery...........................................................17
Wausau Sales Corp........................................................6
Ziegler............................................................................21

Bronco Pallet with Stacker........ 2,500
2- XL Rippers 1 working 
   1 Parts, 3PH.............................. 1,250
990,000 BTU York Shipply 
   Boiler with Natural Gas/
   Fuel Oil Boiler.......................... 1,500
1998 Alpine Hyd Stringer 
   Plater with Plates.................... 3,500
1994 Baker A Band Saw
   (BBR-0/94-740) 
   with Power Hold Over........... 3,500
1977 Viking DuoMatic  
   Serial #500-001-0977
   without Stacker........................ 5,000
1995 International, 500HP 
   Cummins, 13Sp, 217” 
   Whbs, 797314 Miles............... 12,500
1979 John Deere 450 C
   6 Way Blade, Winch, 
   ROPS....................................... 12,500
873 Bobcat, Serial # 51412004, 
   Heated Cab, Aux Hyd, 
   with Bucket............................ 22,000
1997 Rotochopper EC 156, 
   Stationary Grinder, 
   200 HP 3 PH .......................... 35,000
Shutte Buffalo Hog 1390, 
   200HP 3 PH,Top Infeed,
   with 24” Fan........................... 12,000 

________________________________
WANTED________________________________

Barrel stave logs – White Oak and 
Burr Oak butt cuts 12-inch diameter 

and up – random lengths
For more information call

Robert Staggemeier at
Staggemeyer Stave Co. Inc.

Caledonia, MN 55921
Office: 507-724-3395
Cell: 608-792-7598

Representing many fine companies, including: 
 

 
607 Northwest 5th Street , Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

Office (218) 326-0563   Evenings: (218) 326-1959 
don.evans@donevansinsurance.com 

www.donevansinsurance.com 

Call us for a quote! 
218-326-0563 

Serving the logging 
 industry for  

over 25 years 

DON EVANS INSURANCE AGENCY, INC 

Truck -  Equipment -  General Liability -  Workers’ Comp -  Life 
 

Representing many fine companies, including: 





Increased Fuel Efficiency

Reliability

Increased Production

Large, Comfortable Cab

Road Machinery & Supplies Co. 
has proudly served its customers since 1926.

www.rmsequipment.com

RMS Duluth, MN RMS Virginia, MN

BUILT BY LOGGERS
FOR LOGGERS.

TL735 / TL725 Features: Gull Wing Access Door, 
28° Front Leveling, 7° Rear Leveling, 24° Tilt Both Sides

218-626-7721
Wade Stromgren

218-780-1926
Shawn Mitchell


