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  66th Annual North Star Expo

September 13th and 14th 
Itasca County Fairgrounds

Grand Rapids, MN 
Free Admission!

More than 100 exhibitors and vendors!  

Log Loader Contest!                

Friday Night: Expo Reception with Hors d’ouevres and 
Cash Bar at Timberlake Lodge  

Saturday: Pancake Breakfast sponsored by 
McCoy Construction and Forestry

For more information: MN Timber Producers Association 
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Forest to Tap
Breweries

Grand
Rapids

Duluth

Baxter
Crosby

Aitkin
Brainerd

St. Paul
Minneapolis

FOREST TO TAP BREWERIES
Minnesota – Land of 10,000 lakes and some of the greatest craft brew in the country!
 Water is the main ingredient in beer. Many times, the source of that water is 
forests. But how do you get great beer from great forests?
 Forests affect water quality in many positive ways – as an umbrella that slows down the 
water, as a filter that cleans the water, and as a sponge that holds and stores water. In all 
these ways, great forests provide great water. (And that means great beer.)
 Celebrate and support the Forest Friendly Breweries along the Mississippi River. 
They know that carefully managed forests ensure clean and clear waters.

Lake of
the Woods

Red Lake B.W.C.A.W.

Lake Mille 
Lacs

Lake
Winnie

Leech
Lake

My House

M

 ississippi River

X

14 Lakes 
Brewing Company

36846 County Road 66
Crosslake

14lakes.com

Bemidji
Brewing

211 America Ave. NW
Bemidji

bemidjibeer.com

Big Axe Brewing 
Company

25435 Main Street
Nisswa

bigaxebrewing.com

Block North 
Brew Pub

302 Minnesota Ave. N.
Aitkin, email:

info@blocknorthbrewpub.com

Cuyuna 
Brewing Company

1 East Main Street
Crosby

cuyunabrewing.com

Jack Pine 
Brewery

1593 Edgewood Drive N.
Baxter

jackpinebrewery.com

Klockow 
Brewing Company

36 SE 10th Street
Grand Rapids

klockkowbrewing.com

Portage 
Brewing Company

107 5th Street
Walker

portagebeer.com

Roundhouse 
Brewery

1551 Northern Pacific Rd.
Brainerd

roundhousebrew.com

Nisswa
Crosslake

Walker
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Tree-length timber travels  
east on Highway 11 in 
Koochiching County.
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I believe the old saying goes, “time keeps ticking 
away.”  This summer “ticked” away at lightning 
speed!  Days are getting shorter, mornings are 
foggy and cool.  Many say, “my favorite time of 
year”.  I agree, crisp mornings in northern MN are 
hard to beat.

With all your fall activities, be sure to remember 
to mark the North Star Expo on your calendar.  

September 13 and 14 are 
the dates to be at the Itasca 
County Fairgrounds to 
see the latest and greatest 
equipment.  Again this 
year will be the reception at 

Timberlake Lodge on Friday night.  
A new addition last year, it was 
very well attended, and we look 
forward to seeing all of you there.  
A big thank-you for the committee 
that puts the Expo together, I know 
that there are many, many hours of 
work that go into putting this on.

While fall is a sign of “things to come”, meaning 
Winter, many will be making plans for operating:  
“Which sale”, “pricing”, “operability”, “freight”, 
“labor”.  The list goes on and on.  Logging brings 
on many different variables, and weather seems 
to be the biggest factor we deal with.  If only 
we could all make the “perfect” plan.  I have 
always said that loggers are the most resilient 
group of people I know.  It seems that no matter 
what mother nature throws at them, or, what 
catastrophe happens today, you hear, “It could 
be worse”.  As always, keep safety in mind while 
preparing your equipment for winter.  Falls can 
be prevented!  While planning your schedules, be 
sure to keep some time for family and friends, life 
is short.  The trees will wait for you!

     

Executive Committee
Kurt Benson: 218-835-4525
Rod Enberg: 218-352-6175
Corey Lovdahl: 218-244-4580
Dave Berthiaume: 218-380-9783
Kelly Kimball: 218-849-5222
TPA Staff
Ray Higgins: 218-722-5013
Wayne Brandt: 218-722-5013

President’s 

Column

Logging equipment can damage 
underground pipelines. 

Pipeline rights-of-way are not 
designed as roads, and heavy 
machinery—such as logging 
equipment—can damage the 
pipelines below.

Contact Enbridge before working 
on or crossing our pipeline 
right-of-way.  We will work with 
you to establish safe crossing 
and accommodate logging 
requirements.

Call 1 (800) 858-5253 or 
visit enbridge.com/safedigging

Call before you cross

TimberBulletinJune2018.indd   1 6/6/2018   8:33:24 AM
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Continuing Education Credits Available 
 

Join Leaders of the Forest Products Industry in Duluth, MN 
on October 7-9 to Engage in Discussion on Opportunities 

and Challenges of the Lakes States Region 

Informative Presentations Include  

 Timber Security and Fraud 
 Challenges of Forest Biomass 
 Resource Potential and Opportunities in MN, MI and WI 
 Research for Forest Landowners in the Lake States 
 Trends Driving the Global and Lake States Markets 
 Emerging Markets and Mass Timber Supply Chain 
 Leveraging a Digital Supply Chain 

Speakers are Experts in their Field from Across the U.S. and Canada 

REGISTER AND REVIEW THE COMPLETE MEETING AGENDA AT: 

forestresources.org  
or contact 

Tim O’Hara at tohara@forestresources.org 
218-390-7965 

Meeting location: Holiday Inn-Downtown in Duluth, MN 

  

2019 
Lake States 
Fall Meeting 
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It’s almost here.  The North Star 
Expo will be held Friday/Saturday, 
September 13 & 14 at the Itasca 
County Fairgrounds in Grand 
Rapids.  We’ve got an outstanding 
group of vendors signed up to 
exhibit their products this year.  
We are having the Friday evening 
reception again after the great 

success that it 
was in 2018.

The Expo is 
a time to see 
what’s new, 
meet other 

people in our great 
industry and renew 
old friendships. We 
hope to see you there.

W     W     W
Word around the 

slash pile is that Elmer Dobbs was 
in the Cat on his 90th birthday 
building road.  Elmer, a remarkable 
man, is another example of the 
dedication and work ethic in our 
industry.  Happy 90th Elmer!

W     W     W
Some of the wildlife folks in the 

DNR are at it again – or is it still.  
You may have seen a recent article 

where they complain about the 
new harvest levels that the DNR 
established for the coming planning 
cycle as part of their Sustainable 
Timber Harvest Analysis (STHA).

Their argument is that the harvest 
level is too high and doesn’t provide 
enough older forest.  It’s a gutsy 
argument since all of the data shows 
that forests in our state continue 
to grow older.  If there is a forest 
habitat deficit in Minnesota, and 
most states, it’s too little young 
forest habitat.

But some of the wildlife folks 
seem to be one-trick ponies.  
Whatever the question is, their 
answer is more old forests.

Their complaints are particularly 
galling given that the Division of 
Wildlife was intimately involved 
and played a key role in the DNR’s 
STHA process.  They were on the 
inside and those of us who qualify 
as “stakeholders” saw the work 
after it was done by the DNR and 
their consultant.

The DNR had a sound process 
for the STHA.  They used a 
reputable consultant which utilized 
modern modeling tools.  The DNR 
appropriately involved stakeholders 
at key points in the process and 

came to their conclusion.
Our view is that harvest could 

sustainably be quite a bit higher 
than the numbers the DNR arrived 
at, but that the DNR’s process 
was fine.  We were particularly 
pleased that modern analytical and 
modeling tools were used.  

As for those wildlife folks, I guess 
they just didn’t like the outcome.

W     W     W
It’s hard to pass up noting that 

Smokey Bear had his 75th birthday 
on August 9.  Smokey was born to 
help prevent forest fires when the 
wood was needed for World War 
II.  Smokey is an American black 
bear who has been cultural icon for 
generations.

W     W     W
As the season changes from 

summer to fall think about changing 
up your safety messages and 
meetings with your crew.  The same 
or similar information presented 
at a different time of day or in a 
different way can keep safety fresh 
in everyone’s mind.

Executive Vice 
President’s 

Column
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Main Street, Rice, MN 56367  •  Phone 320-393-2169  •  Fax 320-393-2164
Contact:  Jim or Al Voigt
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It was Sunday afternoon, 
the 4th of July, 1999.  Cliff and 
Mary Shermer were doing what 
millions of Americans were doing: 
celebrating the holiday weekend 
by hitting the road.  The Shermers 
were camping at Buttonbox Lake, 
about 35 miles as the crow flies west 
of their home in Gheen.  It had been 
a good, relaxing weekend, but they 
planned on being back home to start 
the work week the next morning.  
That’s when they saw a storm 

It just roared through
On the 4th of July in 1999, nature’s fireworks hit 
Minnesota’s Boundary Waters, leaving long lasting impacts.

brewing and started to pack up and 
head home a bit early.

“We thought it was getting pretty 
black out,” Shermer remembers, 
“so we figured we better get out of 
there.”

According to the National 
Weather Service, the storm had 
formed out in North Dakota, 
pounding through the Fargo 
metropolitan area with maximum 
wind gusts of over 90 miles per 

hour, leaving more than $85 million 
in damage in its wake.

By the time the Shermers were 
ready to roll, the storm had hit, 
gaining steam through northeastern 
Itasca County.  As they drove 
eastward on Highway 1, they had 
to weave through downed trees and 
limbs on the road in order to get 
home.

“It was a nasty one,” Cliff recalls.
About 160 miles to the east of 

Some of the 477,000 acres impacted by the July 4, 1999 Blowdown in the BWCAW and Superior National Forest.
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Buttonbox, Howard Hedstrom 
was standing with his wife Bonnie 
Gay on the porch of their home 
just north of Grand Marais, along 
the Gunflint Trail.  The storm was 
headed their way, at an estimated 60 
miles per hour.

“The sky just got completely 
black and green,” Howard says.  
“It was one of those really, really, 
weird skies.  It came roaring in 
and it just bent the trees over.  You 
couldn’t even imagine.  It just 
roared through, then it would let up 

Before: Ensign Lake in the BWCAW before the blowdown. Courtsey: USFS

and then another one would roar 
through.  

“It’s still imprinted on my mind,” 
Hedstrom says, “and it’s been 
twenty years.  What’s burned in my 
memory is the sky and the way it 
roared.”

In Duluth, Jim Sanders was just 
returning home from a trip to a 
family wedding out east.  

“We were unloading when I 
got the call from the MIFC Center 
in Grand Rapids that there was 
something going on,” Sanders 

After: The same shore of Ensign Lake after the 1999 Blowdown. Courtsey: USFS

says.  “It was Jim Thomas from the 
Forest Service.  He asked if anyone 
had talked to me, and I said no one 
had, and by the sound of his voice, 
I wasn’t sure if I wanted to talk to 
him, either.”

Back in Grand Marais, among the 
many amazing things to Hedstrom 
about the storm was that it was a 
fairly short-lived event, particularly 
for how much damage was done.  

The brunt of the storm went to the 
north of Grand Marais, through the 
heart of the Boundary Waters Canoe 
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Area Wilderness and the Superior 
National Forest, before passing into 
Ontario.  When it was all said and 
done, there was only one thing to 
do: jump in the truck and head up 
the Gunflint to assess the damage.  
The Hedstroms were among the 
first to drive the Trail to see what 
happened.  As owners of Hedstrom 
Lumber in Grand Marais, as well as 
life-long residents of Cook County, 
they had more than a passing 
interest in what had happened.

“As soon as I got a couple miles 
up, there was starting to be trees 
down,” Hedstrom recalls, “and the 
farther you went, the more timber 
was down across the road.  “Some 
places you’d be driving on one side 
of the road, some places on the other 
side of the road, driving through 
tops, so it just laid tons of wood 
down on the Gunflint.”

Hedstrom’s use of the word 
“tons” isn’t an exaggeration.  There 
were literally tons of downed trees, 
not only across the Gunflint, but 
throughout the Superior and the 
BWCA.

“It wasn’t continuous,” Hedstrom 
says.  “But you’d go through 
quarter-mile stretches where it was 
just all trees laying on the road.  It 
was slow going.  You’d have to 
weave around.  It was unreal.”

This type of storm is called 
a derecho, a warm weather 
phenomenon that produces 
hurricane force winds, tornadoes, 
heavy rains, and flash flooding, 
that can travel hundreds of miles 
over several hours, and even days.  
After it devasted areas of northern 
Minnesota, this derecho traveled 
into Canada, east to Quebec, 
then into the New England states 
of Maine, Vermont, and New 
Hampshire.  By the time the storm 
ended on July 5th, it had travelled 
more than 1,300 miles from start to 
finish, killing two, and injuring 70.  
Nearly all of the casualties were the 
result of trees or large limbs falling 
on the victims.

Sixty of the injured were in 
northern Minnesota, mostly 
campers in the BWCA.  Twenty had 
to be rescued by float planes.

As for the forest, 477,000 total 
acres were blown down, including 
roughly 350,000 acres inside the 
Boundary Waters.  

“The center of the storm damage 
was within the Wilderness,” 

After the 1999 blowdown, foresters took to the area to assess the extent of the 
damage. Courtsey: USFS

Sanders says.  “Twenty-some miles 
of continuous blowdown in some 
places.  Twelve miles wide, twenty 
miles long.  Younger forest—20, 
30, 40 years of age—bent over and 
snapped back up, but anything 
older or of larger size went down 
and stayed down.  We had complete 
tip overs, we had stuff leaning, a 
whole combination of stuff.”

Any and all species in the 
derecho’s path were affected.  Red 
pine, white pine, jack pine, aspen, 
birch, and spruce all went down.  
The storm didn’t discriminate.

Of course, the initial response 
from governmental agencies was to 
check on the campers stranded in 
the Boundary Waters.  A site-by-site 
search of campsites and portages 
was conducted by the Forest Service 
and the St. Louis and Lake County 
Sheriffs departments to account 
for all of the visitors.  But the work 
of cleaning up the mess left in the 
forest was also underway behind 
the scenes.

Due to its wilderness designation, 
salvage logging wasn’t an option 
inside the Boundary Waters.  But 
the roughly 125,000 acres outside 
the BWCA was a different matter.  
This area ran the gamut in terms of 
ownership: the Superior National 
Forest, Minnesota DNR, and county 
and private lands were all impacted.  

Logging contractors like Shermer, 
along with Greg Olson, Sokoloski 
Logging, and Rutar Logging, to 

name a few, were ready to move 
in and start the clean-up.  But it 
was problematic, not only due 
to the nature of cleaning up the 
tangled mess of a blowdown, but 
also because of the rocky soil and 
uneven terrain of this part of the 
state.  Plus, all of these companies 
had already committed to logging 
jobs elsewhere, some on expiring 
permits.  Landowners—public and 
private alike—had to sign off on 
loggers abandoning existing harvest 
plans to head to the blowdown area.

“We had to get road access 
permits for some,” Sanders says.  
“Then we had timber sale contracts 
that were under way and we 
needed to free up loggers, and so we 
worked with state and county and 
Forest Service contracts to extend 
them so loggers could go do salvage 
in the blowdown area.  Wayne 
Brandt and TPA were key at the 
time in helping coordinate overall 
activities, including the extension of 
contracts so that loggers could help 
do that important job of salvage 
work.  A lot of this coordination had 
to be done almost immediately, in 
July and August.”

Work also had to be done up the 
chain of command to allow Superior 
NF officials to fast track the sale of 
salvage timber permits.  Navigating 
the red tape of the Forest Service 
wasn’t easy.  

“I was in DC numerous times 
in 1999,” Sanders says.  “In mid-
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July I was in DC to brief the Agency and members 
of Congress. We also chartered a bus in July for key 
public officials to travel up the Gunflint corridor to be 
briefed, not only while on the bus but by individuals 
impacted in the upper Gunflint Lake area, the heaviest 
area impacted outside the wilderness. This was all in 
the few weeks after the blow down while we were still 
in the early stages of the response.

“By early August, the Council on Environmental 
Quality had granted Alternative Arrangements for 
treatment in the Gunflint Corridor; this was only the 
4th time the Agency had been granted these protocols. 
The Chief of the Forest Service also declared an 
emergency, granting an exemption from stay on all 
environmental documents for the blow down. If I 
remember correctly, we were not litigated on any of 
our NEPA Decisions during the blow down recovery 
effort,” Sanders says.

Working in blowdown is always a pain, due to 
the nature of salvage logging.  Logging companies’ 
experiences in this instance were no different.

“We bought a section of state land up in the Seagull 
Lake area to clean up,” Hedstrom says.  “It was 
mostly jack pine, so we put crews up there and the 
state sold it for a dollar a cord, which turned out to be 
too much because the jack pine was over aged at that 
point.  Some was rotten, it was all broken off.  Trying 
to harvest that stuff is very difficult, because it was 
hard logging conditions anyway due to access and 
the terrain.  Then trying to work through that mess 
of downed timber.  We sawed a heck of a lot of it, but 

Hedstrom Lumber Co., Inc.
1504 Gunfl int Trail

Grand Marais, Minnesota

BUYING LOGS:
White, Red and Jack Pine,

Spruce and Balsam 

Deliveries accepted at:
Mill Site

Grand Marais, Minn.
FutureWood

South Range, Wis.
Kirscher Transport Yard

Virginia, Minn.

For specifi cations and a contract call:

MN/WI Area - Doug Magee
218-349-9241

Iron Range Area - Jeff Elliott 
218-750-2700

Canada - Jack Erickson
807-627-8826

Visit our website:
www.hedstromlumber.com
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I wouldn’t say we sawed a lot of it 
profitably.  It wasn’t that happy an 
experience, actually.”

Harry Fisher at North Shore 
Forest Products had better luck, 
according to Hedstrom, at least at 
the start.

“Harry already had a couple of 
sales in that area before the storm,” 
Hedstrom recalls, “and he was 
smart enough to go in right away 
and exercise his contract rights to 
expand the area and do some clean 
up.  It was the right thing to do.  
Where he went in and logged the 
heck out of it, it’s really nice now.”

“I remember talking with Harry 
Fisher at the time,” Sanders recalls, 
“and he said that, ‘we’re geared 
for high production logging on 
standing trees.  We have a hard time 
doing high production logging on 
trees that are already laying down.’  
It was really interesting working 
with folks who were trying to figure 
out how to approach the blowdown.  
They did it, and it worked well.”

Salvage harvests went on for a 
couple of years.  Shermer ended up 

building and maintaining a winter 
ice road across Lake Vermilion 
that was used by several loggers 
to access timber in and around the 
blowdown area.

“Our sale was heavy to aspen, 
maybe 4,000 cords,” Shermer said.  
“We got an extension on an Itasca 
County permit to work on this DNR 
permit that had blown down.  We 
had to get the sale cut because there 
was damage and the woods roads 
were open, but we had to wait for 
winter for the swamps to freeze.  
On Vermilion, we put that ice road 
across, and that was kind of our job 
once we got it frozen down.  Then 
we made divided highway out 
there.  It was a couple of hundred 
feet between the lane that went 
across and the lane that came back.  
That way we could haul our wood 
across.”

When it was all said and done, 
according to Tofte District Ranger 
Ellen Bogardus-Szymaniak, a 
total of 45 million board feet was 
harvested in the salvage operations.  

“Unfortunately,” she says, “most 

of the stuff that we had to leave, we 
ended up having to burn because it 
was on inoperable ground.”

With different regulations and 
different ground, Minnesota’s DNR 
was able to utilize other tools on its 
lands to address the blowdown.

“The State came in and they 
looked at it and they said this is 
gone, let’s clean it up,” Hedstrom 
recalls.  “They let the contracts right 
away, because the first thing you do 
is you burn up all the contractors 
to do the work and you fill up 
any available markets.  By acting 
quickly, the state was able to get the 
clean-up done in a timely fashion 
while there was still market for the 
material.”

According to the Forest 
Service, more than 61,700 acres of 
National Forest land affected by 
the blowdown have been treated 
to date, including reforestation.  
Outside the wilderness, all but the 
inoperable ground was treated by 
mechanical means: commercial 
timber sales, stewardship contracts, 
or service contracts.  Seventy-eight 

A burned area in the blowdown portion of the BWCAW after the Cavity Lake Fire.  Photo by Barry Shullanberger, USFS.
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percent, or 12,228 acres of the 15,695 
extensively-to-moderately damaged 
acres of National Forest land outside 
the BWCAW, was treated.  

Inside the BWCA where salvage 
wasn’t an option, the feds had to 
use other tools in their management 
tool box, mainly prescribed burns to 
reduce fuels.  

“We’re in a boreal forest,” says 
Bogardus-Szymaniak, who was Fire 
and Fuels Analyst on the Superior 
in the aftermath of the blowdown.  
“We have, as society, said we didn’t 
like fire for 100-110 years now.  So 
when we want to go and start 
burning and it doesn’t have some 
logging or thinning activities in it, 
it’s really difficult to meet objectives.  
We really don’t burn unless we 
crush the balsam to the ground 
or do other mechanical work first 
because we can’t just light a match 
outside of the boundary waters and 
think that with an old decadent 
boreal forest, it will turn out well.”

Wildfire did hit the area in July, 
2006 with the Cavity Lake Fire, 
caused by a lightning strike on a 
windy day in the blowdown area, 
eventually burning nearly 32,000 
acres, making it the largest fire in 
the area in over 100 years.  But the 
prescribed burns that had already 
been executed helped to reduce the 
scope of Cavity Lake.

“That is the fire that tested four of 
our burn units that we had burned 
in 2003 and 2004,” Bogardus-
Szymaniak says, “and it headed 
right towards the end of the trail, 
the last 15 miles of the Gunflint.  It 
was a high-intensity fire, and those 
burn units stopped it.”

The prescribed burns were 
conducted in a unique way.  A 
strategic set of fuel treatments were 
designed in a grid pattern across 
the landscape that resembled bricks.  
The idea was to create areas where 
firefighters could slow the fire’s 
spread, as well as not let a wildfire 
gain a head of steam.  Because 
the plan was designed by a Forest 
Service expert named Mark Finney, 
the plan was called “Finney’s 
Bricks.”  And it worked.

In 2007, the Ham Lake Fire was 
even bigger.  Lit by a careless 
camper who left a campfire 
unattended, the fire burned 76,000 
acres in Minnesota and Ontario.

“That was pretty sad because 

Daniel J. Zobel CIC
Certified Insurance Councilor
Duluth / 332 West Superior Street, Suite 700
218.722.7753 -or- 1.800.241.2425

www.otismagie.com

We are staffed to provide the following endorsed programs for
members of the Minnesota Timber Producers Association:

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
Group Health Insurance • Group Dental Insurance

Insurance Section 125 Plans  • Group Life Insurance

Protection, Performance and Peace of Mind.

Let Otis-Magie Help You Get There.

we had done all that salvage,” 
Bogardus-Szymaniak says, “and 
outside the wilderness we can not 
only salvage log and burn, but we 
can also plant trees. All those trees 
were about knee high and then the 
Ham Lake fire came and just burned 
many of them.”

These days, after blowdown and 
fire, the areas impacted by the 1999 
derecho are coming back.  The 
nearly 500,000 acre blowdown area 
has always featured a wide variety 
of tree species, soil types, and seed 
sources.   Since 1999, paper birch 
and aspen are the most common 
species within the high severity 
prescribed burn areas, while jack 
pine increased in some places, and 
disappeared from unburned sites 
in others.  White pine is thriving 
where the prescribed burns were 
low to moderate severity.  In areas 
that weren’t burned, balsam fir 
expanded in cover following the 
blowdown.  Birch, aspen, balsam 
fir, and spruce with a few pockets 
of maple are growing where conifer 
regeneration (white, red, and jack 
pine) is lacking.  

Re-planting programs were 
also successful.  The area around 
Gunflint Lake on the Gunflint 
Trail is a great example, where 
red and white pine were planted 
aggressively, and today, those are 
big healthy stands.

“There were areas up there 
that were very impacted by the 
blowdown,” Sanders says, “and 

they’re fully regenerated with 
20-year-old red pine now.  It’s pretty 
amazing.”

Twenty years later, folks who were 
there look back at the Blowdown 
of 1999 with the benefit of 20/20 
hindsight and talk about what went 
right, and lessons learned.

“We learned you can’t hold old 
timber forever,” Hedstrom says.  
“Nature will take its course. Where 
there were younger stands, it did 
fine.  Basically, most of the stuff that 
went down was overage.”

According to Sanders, “Outside 
the wilderness, you need to 
continue with biodiversity.  You 
have a diverse forest out there, and 
management is how you attain that.  

“I think the biggest takeaway is 
let’s all work together.  The quilt 
of ownership that we have in 
northeastern Minnesota requires 
us all to work together, and I 
think that happens a lot, and I 
think that’s great.  The Minnesota 
Forest Resources Council is a 
great example of that, where 
all the stakeholders, be it the 
environmental community, or 
industry, including TPA, they all 
work together and that is working.”
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 NORTH STAR EXPO   
FRIDAY NIGHT RECEPTION 

TimberLake Lodge—Grand Rapids 

Friday, September 13, 2019 
5:30PM – 7:30PM 

Free Hors D’oeuvres
Cash Bar 

Door Prizes 

Please join us after a fun-filled day at the Expo! 

Thank You to our Reception Sponsors! 

Compeer Financial 
McCoy 
Northern Capital 
PCA Boise 
Petro Choice 

Pomp’s Tire
PotlatchDeltic 
Savanna Pallets
UPM Blandin 
ZieglerCAT

Sponsors as of 8/20/18.  More could be added before the event.   
All sponsors will be recognized at the reception 
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Northern Capital has been serving the Forest
Products Industry for over 20 years specializing in
workers compensation, property, general liability

and truck/auto insurance coverages.

For more information contact Northern Capital at
1-800-676-8818 or info@northerncapital-mn.com

53’ – 7 axles – Michigan Special
6 bunks,  empty weight 22,500 lbs, (2) FA Lifts and (2) RA Lifts,
445 Michelin tires on aluminum wheels  $94,500 w/FET

Complete 5 Bunk Kits with 
Aluminum Stake and End Gates

For Flatbed or Rail Trailers
Kit includes: 10 Galvanized Bunk Bottoms, 
(20) Alum. 8’ Stakes, Alum. Front and Rear
Gates, Mounting Kit............................$7750
Galvanized Bunk Bottom w/ (2) 8’ Aluminum
Stakes and Hardware............................$600
Alum. Stake, 8’6....................................$140
Alum. Stake, 8’ .....................................$125

New 2016 Galvanized 47’ 3 Axle 
5 Bunk Log Trailer 

All Alum. Wheels, Front and Rear Axles Lift, 30K Axles and
Suspension, LED Lights, Empty Weight: 13,500# Painted,
13,800# Galvanized.

$48,500 w/FET Galvanized

$46,500 w/FET Painted Black

In Stock – Escanaba! 20 bunk trailers in stock
ready to go!

Custom built galvanized truck
racks for loader trucks. 
Call for customized quote.
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66th Annual Expo Headed  
to Grand Rapids!
For the fourth straight year, the 
North Star Expo is returning to the 
Itasca County Fairgrounds in Grand 
Rapids.  Minnesota’s largest logging 
equipment show is in its 66th 
year and will be held Friday and 
Saturday, September 13th and 14th.   
As always, there will be lots to see 
and do, including the latest and 
greatest in logging equipment from 
all of the region’s top vendors.  

Continuing the Expo tradition 
of great food and fellowship, two 
“must-attend” events highlight this 
year’s Expo: 
• A Friday night reception for all 

vendors and attendees at the 
TimberLake Lodge in Grand 
Rapids.  The reception will 
feature FREE hors d’oeuvres 
and a cash bar, as well as door 
prizes.  The reception runs 
from 5:30PM to 7:30PM on 
Friday night September 13th.

• McCoy Construction and 
Forestry will again provide 
a free pancake breakfast on 
Saturday morning from  
7AM to 9AM.

“We love the Itasca County 
Fairgrounds,” said TPA Expo 
Committee chair Chad Lovdahl.  
“It’s a great venue to not only host 
our vendors, but also for everyone 
in our industry in our state to get 
together, from loggers, to truckers, 
to legislators and foresters.  We’re 
looking forward to it.”

In addition to the usual Expo 
events, TPA is again hosting Future 
Forest Stewards, an event for 
high school students from around 
the region.  It’s an opportunity 
for students to learn about our 
industry, including logging, 
sustainable forestry, the industry’s 
economic importance to our state, 
and jobs available in the forest 
products sector.  The students 
will also visit a timber harvest at 
another site.  It’s the third year 
the Expo has hosted the event, 
and it’s organized by a coalition 
of organizations:  The Grand 
Rapids Chamber of Commerce, the 

2018 Best Display—Large Equipment
In 2018, McCoy Construction and Equipment received the blue ribbon in the Best 
display—Large Equipment.  Vendors from all over the upper Midwest will be on 
hand to display their wares to Minnesota’s logging community.

regional economic development 
organization APEX, Itasca Economic 
Development Corporation, the 
Northeast Minnesota Office of Job 
Training, and the Applied Learning 
Institute, which strives to enhance 
technical education in northeastern 
Minnesota.

Like at any Expo, there will be 
plenty of competitions:

The Best Load contest is taking 
place again this year.  Only the 
wood will be judged, not the truck it 
is hauled on.  Points will be scored 
on the timber quality, product 
quality, product manufacturing, 
load appearance, and load 
securement.  Monetary prizes are 
awarded to the top finishers.

The Loader Contest will also be 
held again this year, as well as the 
Master Loader contest.  Winners 
will receive cash prizes!

The Coloring Contest will take 
place this year as well.  In this issue 
of the Timber Bulletin, you’ll find 
a pull-out poster for the little ones 
to enter.  Just have them color the 
poster and either bring it to the 
Expo or mail it to the TPA office.  

Entries will be posted at the Expo 
for all to enjoy.

Don’t forget to bring in your 
wood cookies for the Big Cookie 
Contest.  Remember to attach a list 
indicating species, where taken, 
company name and register at the 
Registration Desk first!

Test your visual skills and Guess 
the Weight!  Entry forms will be 
available near one of the Best Load 
trucks.

We’ll have fun for the whole 
family.  See you September 13th and 
14th in Grand Rapids!

Wheel Loaders, Crawlers, Track Excavators
Loader Backhoes, Skidders, Skid-Steer
Loaders, Engines and Transmissions

“Rely on our experience–Est. 1967”

www.sewlparts.com - parts@sewlparts.com
4535 State Route 3 N • PO Box 136

Wolf Lake, IL 62998

1-800-626-6046

USED REPAIR PARTS
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2018 Best Load
A highlight of every Expo is the Best Load competition, in which loggers and truckers show off the best of the best of 
Minnesota’s wood.  Last year, The Haverinen family celebrated a victory, with Haverinen Brothers Logging  
harvesting the red pine, and Loren Haverinen Trucking hauling the wood.

2018 Expo—Layman speaks to students
This year’s Expo is again hosting the Future Forest Stewards event.  High school students around the region join us at the Expo 
to learn about our industry.  Last year, State Rep. Sandy Layman (R-Grand Rapids) addressed the students about the importance 
of logging in our state.
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66th NORTH STAR EXPO
2019

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday, September 13

9:00 am - 5:00 pm Equipment displays open
9:00 am - 3:00 pm Future Forest Stewards
9:30 am     Display Contest Judging
10:00 am - 11:00 am Loader Contest (sign up at site)
11:30 am - 12:30 pm Celebrity/Media Loader Contest
12:30 pm - 3:00 pm Loader Contest (sign up at site)
5:00 pm Equipment displays close
5:30 pm Cash Bar & Social Hour begins @TimberLake Lodge 
 in the Oak Room with heavy Hors D’oeuvres & Door Prizes

 
Saturday, September 14

7:00 am - 9:00 am        Free Pancake Breakfast (Sponsored by McCoy Construction & Forestry) 
9:00 am - 2:00 pm Equipment displays open
9:00 am - 11:00 am Loader Contest (sign up at site)
11:30 am Coloring contest winners announced
1:00 pm Winners announced for Loader, Master Loader, and Best Load contests
1:30 pm Winners announced for Guess the Weight, Vendor Drawing, 
 Wood I.D. and Big Cookie contests
 2:00 pm Equipment displays close

CONTESTS
Guess the Weight - Guess the weight of a fully loaded truck, cash prize
Wood Identification - See how many tree species you can identify, cash prize
Loader - Test your skills against the clock, cash prize
Masters Division Loader - Loader contest for those 50 and over - sign up at site, cash prize 
Best Load - Come and see the Best Loads of Wood on Display
Big Cookie - Enter to see if your wood cookie is the biggest of its species, cash prize

For additional information, contact:
Minnesota Timber Producers Association

324 W Superior St #903, Duluth, MN  55802
218/722-5013
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www.zieglercat.com

PROFITABLE LOGGING. 
SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY. 
Ziegler CAT offers a complete line of forestry equipment to meet 
your application needs — from core machines that help with road 
building, millyard, and reforestation, to purpose-built machines that 
harvest, extract, and load. We have what you need to get the job 
done, plus the service to back it up.

� On-site service

� Convenient parts ordering

� Quality equipment for every job

� Locally owned and operated locations

BEMIDJI 
5426 Highway 71 North 
Bemidji, MN 56601 
866.634.9983

BRAINERD 
3311 Liberty Lane 
Brainerd, MN 56401 
877.829.9850

BUHL 
10081 East Highway 169 
Buhl, MN 55713 
800.446.9795

DULUTH 
210 Garfield Avenue 
Duluth, MN 55802 
800.421.3831
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LARGE TRAILER INVENTORY 
WALKING FLOORS • LOWBOYS • TIPPERS 
WALKING FLOOR INSTALLATIONS 

SERVICE • REPAIR • CONVERSIONS 

Easily Move Bulk Material! 
 Wood Chips, Sawdust, Mulch 

 Corn, Grain, Silage 
 Refuse, Recyclables, Waste, Demo 

 Bulk Material & Palletized Cargo 
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The Timber Bulletin publishes 
information regarding results of a 
sampling of recent timber sales and 
other market indicators, as well as 
other market-related news items.

Recent Timber Sales 
Average prices, as reported
by each agency

Agency Regular Intermediate
DNR—NE Region 
June 11—Sealed Bid
Aspen Species 
   (PW) $34.81 $27.03
Trembling 
   Aspen (PW) $36.63 $30.30
Balsam Fir (PW) $23.67 $14.08
Mixed Spruce 
   (PB) $30.29 $17.12
27 of the 51 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
DNR—NW Region 
June 13—Sealed Bid
Aspen Species 
   (PW) $32.02 $24.58
Jack Pine (PB) $26.89 $25.11
Ash (PB) $10.33 $11.08
Aspen Species 
   (PB) $36.97 $28.37
46 of the  62 tracts offered during 
the sale were purchased.
Lake County
June 19—Sealed Bid
Maple P&B $  7.73 NA
Aspen P&B $20.40 NA
Birch P&B $  8.59 NA
Spruce P&B $16.80 NA
8 of the 16 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Cass County 
June 27—Sealed Bid
Aspen $37.85 $38.44
Red Oak $17.62 $27.91
Red Pine P&B NA $47.10
All 6 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.
Hubbard County 
July 8—Oral Auction
Aspen Pulp $36.99 NA
Aspen Mixed $38.50 NA
Birch Pulp $12.71 NA
Jack Pine Bolts $55.14 NA
All 17 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.

On the Markets
Jack Pine Pulp $18.30 NA
Mixed Hdwds $  6.52 NA
4 of the 9 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Beltrami County 
August 9—Oral Auction
Aspen Pulp $39.61 NA
Tamrack Pulp $  2.56 NA
Jack Pine P&B $24.25 NA
Red Pine Bolts $49.69 NA
10 of the 13 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased. 
St. Louis County 
August 16—Oral Auction
Aspen NA $24.74
Balsam Fir NA $12.70
Black Spruce NA $27.28
Birch NA $  9.83
Ash NA $  5.75
19 of the 23 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.

Products:
PB= Pulp and Bolts
WMP= Woodsrun mixed Products
WC= Woodsrun cordwood
ST=Sawtimber
WST=Woodsrun Sawtimber
PW=Pulpwood
SLV=Sawlogs/Veneer

DNR—Warroad Area 
July 23—Oral Auction
Aspen Species 
   (PW) $19.76 $  9.38
Jack Pine (PB) $26.18 $18.37
Paper Birch 
   (PW) $16.17 $10.42
28 of the 41 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Cass County 
July 27—Oral Auction
Aspen $37.24 $43.08
Birch $22.64 $26.64
Red Oak $37.01 $43.71
6 of the 7 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Koochiching County 
July 31—Oral Auction
Aspen P/B $29.63 $30.12
Spruce P/B $27.23 $23.97
Tamarack P/B $  7.14 $  6.41
Norway Pine 
   P/B $58.50 NA
22 of 27 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.  The two 
unsold tracts were purchased after 
the auction.
Beltrami County 
August 6—Sealed Bid
Aspen Pulp $16.46 NA

#CHAMPIONRURAL

COMPEER.COM/TIMBER
(844) 426-6733

TIMBER INDUSTRY.
Specialized expertise for the

From dozers to processors, our timber lending specialists provide 
financial resources, knowledge and expertise to meet the needs of 
each logging operation we work with. We’ll help you move forward 
financially in an industry that is becoming increasingly complex.

Operating loans | Equipment loans | Leases | and more

Ben Mussehl 
Timber Specialist
(715) 688-9080 
Ben.Mussehl@compeer.com

Julie Miles 
Associate Timber Specialist
(218) 290-2260
Julie.Miles@compeer.com

Compeer Financial, ACA is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender and Equal Opportunity Provider. ©2019 All rights reserved.
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Burnsville, MN
952-890-6144

   

RDO Equipment Co. has the Recycling and Forestry equipment you need to get the job 
done. With dedicated Recycling and Forestry Specialists on staff, we have the expertise 
to make sure you get the most out of your equipment.

RDOVermeer.com   

VERSATILITY
UNLEASHED

Vermeer and the Vermeer logo are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2019 RDO Equipment Co. All Rights Reserved.

Sauk Rapids, MN
320-259-6222

   

Contact your nearest location for more information.



Timber Bulletin  July/August 201924

Timber
Talk

Cass Forest Products joins 
Biomass-to-Energy Project
Cass Forest Products Inc, is 
among three companies behind 
a waste-to-energy project in Cass 
Lake. 

The partnership also involves 
Singularity Energy Technologies 
LLC, and Joint Venture Partners.

Once the project comes online, 
wood biomass produced by Cass 
Forest Products will be converted 
into a synthetic mixture of gases that 
can be used to generate electricity 
and/or liquid fuels, chemical 

feedstocks, 
fuel gases and 
heat using 
a patented 
advanced 
gasification 
process owned 
by Singularity 

Energy Technologies as an enabling 
technology. This technology has 

undergone rigorous peer-reviewed 
scientific, and technical evaluations 
before its selection as the key 
technology for the project. The 
technology deployment at Cass 
Lake will be a flagship project 
for demonstrating the enhanced 
performance of this technology and 
to create a showcase for not only 
the local forest wood manufacturers 
of Minnesota, but also for biomass 
producers from across North 
America and throughout many 
parts of the world.  

Cass Forest Products’ Dave Goetz 
says the existing equipment for the 
project has been purchased and 
delivered and expects to have the 
system up and running by the end 
of the year.  Goetz says the potential 
exists to eventually utilize biomass 
from outside sources other than 
Cass Forest Products.

Lake States Loggers 
Identify Challenges

In a focus group of Lake States 
loggers conducted in April, 
equipment costs and regulations 
topped the list of biggest challenges 
facing their businesses.

The focus group sought to 
dig deeper into data gathered 
during a 2017 survey of loggers 
in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 
Michigan by Professor Charlie Blinn 
of the University of Minnesota.  
Conducted in Green Bay, no 
Minnesota loggers participated, 
but Blinn stated that information 
gathered would be relevant to the 
Lake States as a whole.

Loggers were asked to identify the 
three biggest challenges facing their 

 

 
Representing many fine companies, including: 

607 Northwest 5th Street, Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
sam@evansins.com      don@evansins.com 

www.evansins.com 
Truck - Equipment - General Liability - Work Comp - Life 

Providing consistent insurance  
markets for the logging  

industry for over 30 years!  

Call us for a quote! 
218-326-0563 
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businesses.  After equipment costs 
and regulations, the group also cited 
stumpage availability, trucking, and 
employee recruitment/retention as 
the biggest challenges.

In particular:
Equipment costs: survey 

participants indicated new 
emissions standards drive up the 
cost of equipment while providing 
little or no benefit to loggers.

Regulations: according to 
loggers, regulations have led to 
more seasonal restrictions on the 
timing of harvests.  “A balance 
between resource protection 
and logging operations must be 
reached. Agencies responsible for 
the regulations must realize the 
compounding effect of multiple 
regulations that restrict timber 
management. Although one 
additional regulation may not 
seem like it would have a large 
impact, the compounding effect 
of multiple regulations make it 
extremely difficult to maintain a 
viable operation for many logging 
businesses,” Blinn wrote in the focus 
group report.

Trucking: Increased trucking 
regulations, as well as the difficulty 

in finding qualified drivers were 
both cited as challenges to logging 
businesses in the Lake States.

Employee Recruitment and 
Retention: Logging’s long hours 
during certain parts of the year 
don’t appeal to younger potential 
employees who are seeking 
flexibility and a good work-life 
balance, according to the report.

The Great Lakes Timber 
Professionals (GLTPA) and Forest 
Resources Association helped 
Professor Blinn in facilitating the 
focus group.  If you would like a 
copy of the complete study contact 
Tim O’Hara at 218-390-7965 or 
tohara@forestresources.org.

Speed Limits increase 
on Hwys. 37, 38, & 169

Speed limits on Minnesota 
Highways 37, 38, and US Highway 
169 are increasing from 55 mph to 
60 mph:

Minnesota Highway 37: All 
segments previously posted at 55 
mph were raised to 60 mph between 

Hibbing and Highway 53 and 
between Highway 53 and Gilbert.

Minnesota Highway 38: All 
segments previously posted at 55 
mph between Grand Rapids and 
County Road 19 increase to 60 mph. 
All segments north of County Road 
19 previously 55 mph will remain 
at 55 mph. Additionally there will 
be a new 45 mph speed limit added 
on the north side of Big Fork from 
the in place 30 mph zone north to 
County Road 14.

US Highway 169: The previously 
posted 55 mph segment between 
Hill City and LaPlant Road south 
of Grand Rapids has been raised to 
60 mph. The posted 55 mph speed 
limit between LaPlant Road and 
Grand Rapids will remain at 55 
mph.  Additionally, the previously 
posted two-lane 55 mph segment 
of the Cross Range Expressway 
between Taconite and Pengilly has 
been raised to 60 mph.  

The speed increase is based on a 
traffic and engineering study, which 
looks at past crash rates, physical 
attributes of the highway (such as 
shoulder widths and access points), 
and an analysis of current driving 
speeds.
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DNR Unveils New Online System for 
Timber Operators and Purchasers
In August, all timber purchasers 
and operators in the state are 
receiving their annual registration 
letter from the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources. 
The letter comes with an extra 
piece of information this year: an 
introduction to the new Timber 
Operators and Purchasers System. 

Known as TOPS, the new online 
system will streamline registration 
and make it easier to view eligibility 
and a host of other items. 

“In a nutshell, you’ll be able to do 
just about everything online,” says 
Gabriel Burns, the DNR’s timber 
sales administrative coordinator, 
who is spearheading the project. 
“The goal is to make things 
more efficient and convenient, 
not to mention easier, for timber 
purchasers and operators.”

Those who would like to continue 
using the paper forms can continue 
to do so.  

TOPS will allow you to simply 
click a box to re-register every 
year—no more filling out paperwork 
and remembering to mail it. 
You’ll also be able to update your 
information, view all of your permits 
and invoices, and request changes 
24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
from an online dashboard. TOPS is 
not built to handle online auctions or 
financial transactions, although that 
functionality could be added in the 
future if users request it.

Although TOPS won’t be unveiled 
until Spring 2020, it has been in the 

works for a couple of years. 
The DNR launched the initiative 

to clear up inaccuracies caused by 
paper registration, and to comply 
with the state’s requirement to 
verify worker’s compensation 
insurance. From the beginning, the 
agency worked with stakeholder 
groups, including Minnesota Forest 
Industries and the Minnesota 
Timber Producers Association, 
to ensure TOPS included the 
functionality timber producers and 
operators both needed and wanted. 
In August, the DNR met with MFI 
and TPA to present a system mock-
up and answer questions about the 
software.

“We went through the system 
step-by-step, and showed everyone 
what they could expect to see,” 
Burns said. “Then we got feedback, 
which we gave to the programmers 
for inclusion in the system.”

The DNR has scheduled a TOPS 
instruction session for the logging 
community during the spring MLEP 
training.

In the interim, if you have 
questions about TOPS, or ideas 
for functionality, let your MFI/
TPA representative know. They can 
then address these issues with the 
DNR during upcoming stakeholder 
meetings.

“Insuring the Timber Industry since 1946!”
800.934.LOGS
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NEW ALLIANCE 643 & 644
THE PERFECT FIT FOR CTL LOGGING
Introducing two new Forestar III forestry tires from Alliance, engineered specifically 
for CTL rigs: the 643 and 644.
Both feature Alliance’s unbeatable chunk-and-chip-resistant compound and shoulder-to-shoulder steel belts 
for extra durability. And both the 643 and 644 introduce Alliance’s new hexagonal bead to eliminate tire slip.

The Alliance 643 tread is designed to work seamlessly with tracks and chains, or to deliver great grip without 
them. And the dual-angle bar lug pattern of the Alliance 644 is reinforced by an undertread stabilizer bar for 
better traction and longer service life. Learn more from your Alliance Tire Group (ATG) dealer.

EXPERT FOR THE EXTREME

BETTER VALUE.
SMARTER CHOICE.

339-224-3223
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Trucking Safety Infographic 
Available to TPA Members
A “Big Three” truck safety 
infographic has been created by the 
Minnesota Trucking Association, in 
association with TPA and other truck 
safety stakeholders in Minnesota.

The infographic is designed to be 
placed in each truck and other areas 
where drivers will be reminded of 
the “Big Three” safety decisions 
every driver can make:

•  Buckle Up
•  Follow Speed Limits
•  Put the phone down
“Safety practices need to be 

a part of everyday life for there 
to be a safety culture within a 
company,” said John Hausladen of 
the Minnesota Trucking Association.  
“With input from the Minnesota 
State Patrol and Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration, 
infographic was created to be shared 
with drivers as a daily reminder 

of three simple decisions they can 
make to uphold our industry’s 
commitment to safety on the roads 
and reduce accidents.”

The infographic is the result of a 
November Truck Safety Summit, 
convened my Minnesota Trucking.  
TPA was among several participants 
from around Minnesota, including 
large trucking companies, trucking 
industry associations, and law 
enforcement.

The graphic includes statistics 
about commercial violations for 
speeding, cell phone use, and lack of 
seat belt use.

“Safety is of the utmost 
importance to all of our members,” 
TPA’s Ray Higgins said.  “We owe 
it to our families and ourselves to 
make sure everyone we work with 
returns home safely each night.  
This infographic is designed to 

encourage that.”
The graphic appears on page 29 of 

this issue of the Timber Bulletin.  Any 
company that would like to utilize 
the graphic in their trucks can call 
the TPA office at 218-722-5013.

Timber Bulletin 
 

 

TRUSTED PRODUCTS. 
EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. 

CHECK US OUT  
TODAY AT: 

 
MidStatesHydraulics.com 

CORPORATE OFFICE:  
 Medford, WI   ·  715-748-5565 

 
BRANCH OFFICE:         

Appleton, WI  ·  920-687-9750 

Don’t forget to call us for 
all of your hydraulic needs.  

 
Everything you need, all in 

one place.  

TIMBER BULLETIN Subscription Order

Make checks payable to:
TPA Services, Inc., 903 Medical Arts Bldg., 324 W. Superior St., Duluth, MN 55802

Note: Existing subscriptions will continue at their current rate until they expire.

Please send my GIFT SUBSCRIPTION to the Minnesota Timber Bulletin (six issues
per year) to be sent to the name below. Payment is enclosed for:

� 1 year $20  � 2 years $33  � 3 years $45
Please type or print clearly.

NAME ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________STATE ____________ZIP____________

Please ENTER my subscription to the Minnesota Timber Bulletin (six issues per
year). Payment is enclosed for:

� 1 year $25  � 2 years $40  � 3 years $55
Please type or print clearly.

NAME ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________STATE ____________ZIP____________
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THE BIG THREE �����������������������������������

Buckle
up Follow speed

limits

3,355 

�������
�� 3SIMPLE DECISIONS 

TRUCK DRIVERS CAN
MAKE EVERY DAY TO 
INCREASE SAFETY & 
REDUCE ACCIDENTS. 

SPEEDING

4,317

TEXTING/PHONE
587 

SEAT BELTS

������
�����
������

��������
���

�����

the number of truck-involved traffic crashes 
reported to the mn department of public safety in 2017. 

SEAT BELTS
1,450 

Seat belts dramatically reduce 
risk of death and serious injury.

Among drivers and front-seat
passengers, seat belts reduce
the risk of death by 45% and
cut the risk of serious injury by 50%.

SPEEDING

CELL PHONES

Speed increases perception-reaction
distance, braking distance, and stopping
distance. 

Remember to reduce speed in adverse
road and weather conditions and always
s l o w  d o w n  i n  w o r k  z o n e s .  

CMV
DRIVER VIOLATIONS

IN MINNESOTA

2018

Remember: Handheld cell phone
use while behind the wheel of a 
commercial vehicle is prohibited.

Texting while driving causes a
400% increase in time spent
with your eyes off the road. 

Using a hand-held 
mobile phone while 
driving a CMV can
re s u l t  i n  d r i v e r  
disqualification. 
Penalties can be up 
to $2,750 for drivers. 

An increase of 22% from 2017.

 

Minnesota Trucking Association “Big 3” Truck Safety Infographic. Call the TPA office at 218-722-5013 if you’d like to 
provide this graphic for your drivers.
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Lane Closures Begins Next Year  
on Twin Ports Interchange  
Work already underway to prepare for I-35 project in Duluth

Construction on the Twin Ports 
Interchange Project in the “Can of 
Worms” section of I-35 just south of 
downtown Duluth, will bring lane 
closures resulting in major delays 
beginning in Spring, 2020.

The three-year project will replace 
a total of 35 bridges and reconstruct 
the I-35/I-535/Hwy 53 interchange, 
used by loggers to deliver wood to 
regional mills.

According to MnDOT, the current 
“Can of Worms” area of I-35 has 
reached the end of its useful life and 
the aging infrastructure needs to be 
replaced.  Among the improvements 
will be the removal of a variety of 
“blind” merges and left exits, and 
will improve safety by:

• Providing a new conventional 
design;

• Relocating all exits and 
entrances to the right side of the 
roadway;

• Improving merging sight 
distance and eliminating merge 
conflicts;

• Eliminating weaving problems 
near the interchange;

• Providing lane continuity for 
through I-35 traffic.

Beginning in June 2020, I-35 will 
be reduced to one lane in each 
direction between 27th Avenue West 
and Garfield Avenue.  In addition:

• The 27th Avenue West Bridge 
will be replaced, ramps will 
remain open, but the bridge will 
not be open to cross traffic. 

• The ramps from southbound 
Hwy 53 to southbound 
I-35, northbound I-535 
to southbound I-35 and 
northbound I-35 to northbound 
Hwy 53 will be closed.  

• Lower Michigan Street will be 
closed.

By October of 2020, MnDOT 
plans to have two lanes available 
in each direction until the project 

is completed during the 2023 
construction season.

Construction on the project 

will continue year-round until 
completion.  The price tag for the 
project is $342 million.

An artist’s rendering of what MnDOT expects the Twin Ports Interchange to look 
like when work is completed in 2023.  Courtsey: MnDOT.

Quality	Preowned	Construction	&	Forestry	Equipment	
Contact-	Erik	Lunemann,	Brainerd,	MN	

	Mobile	218-821-7485	
www.lunequip.com	

Visit	@LunemannEquipmentCo	on	Facebook
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Courtesy MnDOT

Lube-Direct, Internal oil feeder grooves featured in 
XV® and BC nose/tips force the lubrication direct to the 

bearings, keeping them cool which results in longer life. 

New 15 tooth sprocket only 
available on XV® sawbars, 
reduces its RPM resulting  
in less friction and wear.

Machined edge on the nose/tip  
reduces chipping and extends  
nose/tip life (BC bars only).

Ultra high strength Titanium alloy  
steel bar body reduces bending  
and has been proven to be  
the strongest sawbar  
available.

TITANIUM® TOUGH

www.wallingfords.com | 800.323.3708 | Dealer inquiries invited

Marketed in North 
America exclusively by

Professional  
chainsaw bar.

Replaceable nose/tip 
for extended use of 
the bar. 

Visit us at the  
North Star Expo at  
Indoor Booth #7

GOOD 
BUSINESS.

WHAT’S RIGHT IS JUST
WHEN DOING

° BUSINESS/CORPORATE LAW °

›› John Gasele  ›› Robert Kanuit
 ›› Daniel Maddy  ›› Paul Loraas

We have an attorney for you.

fryberger.com

Twin Ports Interchange Project
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“Forest To Tap” connects  
Forestry to Beer
The Forest Friendly Brewery 
Project (“Forest to Tap” and “F2T”), 
is a non-profit based project, 
planned and supported by a diverse 
group of natural resource interests, 
whose common denominator is 
the knowledge that good forest 
management – including planting, 
harvesting, and stewardship 
- results in clean and healthy 
water for wildlife, communities, 
businesses – and ultimately for beer! 
The project is focused on providing 
information about how good forest 
management practices provide 
clean water. The ‘avenue’ to that 
education is through partnering 
with craft breweries, (the end users 
of water), to spread the message. 

The objective in 2019 is to pilot 
the program with craft breweries in 
the Mississippi Headwaters Basin 
of northern Minnesota.  Current 
participating breweries include:

• Bemidji - Bemidji, MN
• Portage - Walker, MN
• Klockow – Grand Rapids, MN
• Block North - Aitkin, MN
• Cuyuna - Crosby, MN
• Big Axe - Nisswa, MN
• 14-Lakes - Crosslake, MN 
• Roundhouse - Brainerd, MN
• Jack Pine - Baxter, MN
Sponsors and endorsers include: 

The Forest Stewards Guild, 
Dovetail Partners, The Minnesota 
Forest Resources Partnership, 
The Minnesota Logger Education 
Program, The Nature Conservancy, 
Long Lake Conservation Center, The 
Blandin Foundation, Certified Wood 
Products, Savanna Pallets, UPM-
Blandin Paper Company, Healthy 
Forests-Healthy Communities, and 
91.7 KAXE/90.5 KBXE. 

A participating ‘forest friendly 
brewery’ agrees to put up a poster 
and/or display the F2T logo and 
provide staff training so that 
staff can respond to interest from 
inquiring customers.

C A N A D A
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Forest to Tap
Breweries

Grand
Rapids

Duluth

Baxter
Crosby

Aitkin
Brainerd

St. Paul
Minneapolis

FOREST TO TAP BREWERIES
Minnesota – Land of 10,000 lakes and some of the greatest craft brew in the country!
 Water is the main ingredient in beer. Many times, the source of that water is 
forests. But how do you get great beer from great forests?
 Forests affect water quality in many positive ways – as an umbrella that slows down the 
water, as a filter that cleans the water, and as a sponge that holds and stores water. In all 
these ways, great forests provide great water. (And that means great beer.)
 Celebrate and support the Forest Friendly Breweries along the Mississippi River. 
They know that carefully managed forests ensure clean and clear waters.

Lake of
the Woods

Red Lake B.W.C.A.W.

Lake Mille 
Lacs

Lake
Winnie

Leech
Lake

My House

M

 ississippi River

X

14 Lakes 
Brewing Company

36846 County Road 66
Crosslake

14lakes.com

Bemidji
Brewing

211 America Ave. NW
Bemidji

bemidjibeer.com

Big Axe Brewing 
Company

25435 Main Street
Nisswa

bigaxebrewing.com

Block North 
Brew Pub

302 Minnesota Ave. N.
Aitkin, email:

info@blocknorthbrewpub.com

Cuyuna 
Brewing Company

1 East Main Street
Crosby

cuyunabrewing.com

Jack Pine 
Brewery

1593 Edgewood Drive N.
Baxter

jackpinebrewery.com

Klockow 
Brewing Company

36 SE 10th Street
Grand Rapids

klockkowbrewing.com

Portage 
Brewing Company

107 5th Street
Walker

portagebeer.com

Roundhouse 
Brewery

1551 Northern Pacific Rd.
Brainerd

roundhousebrew.com

Nisswa
Crosslake

Walker

4/19

Bemidji

 BOX 1008  •  CASS LAKE, MN 56633  •  218-335-2694

www.cassforest.com

 Buying Fresh Logs: Red and White Pine
Pine Bolts: Jack, Red and White

For Specifi cations Call 218-335-2694
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BOX 1008  •  CASS LAKE, MN 56633  •  218-335-2694

www.cassforest.com

Buying Fresh Logs: Red and White Pine
Pine Bolts: Jack, Red and White

For Specifications Call 218-335-2694

8

24/7 Self- 
Unloading 
Drop Site 
Available!

Basswood ONLY
Length: must be 100"

Diameter: 8 inch minimum
Limbs: well trimmed, flush with bole

No Bells, Rot or Crotches
Minimal Cracks and Sweep

Needs to be fresh cut logs
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LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

Mail for the
Lumberjacks

by J. C. Ryan

This story is reprinted from an earlier Timber Bulletin–one of the first of “Buzz” 
Ryan’s ever-popular contributions to these pages. The Bulletin will continue to 
reprint selected stories from the memories he recorded for us.–Editor

55

LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

Mail for the Lumberjacks
by J. C. Ryan

Whenever I speak to students or other 
present-day groups of younger persons 
about the old logging camp days, one of 
the questions often asked is: “Did the 
lumberjacks get much mail or did they do 
any letter writing – or how often did the 
camps get mail from the outside?”

In the very early days of logging camps 
in Minnesota, when lumberjacks went to 
the woods in early in October and did not 
come out until the breakup in late March, 
they received but very little word from 
the outside. Most lumberjacks did not 
write letters, but a few of the married 
men did write to their families one or two 
times during the winter. And they also 
received a letter or two from home.

These letters would be sent out with 
the tote teamster to be mailed at a post 
office or through the head office of the 
logging company in the town where the 
company operated. Most all word to the 
jacks from the outside came with the tote 
teamster. If he was toting from a railhead 
where a post office was located, he would 
pick up the camp mail that was held 
there awaiting his arrival. A “walking 
boss” or logger scaler or clerk who would 
be making a trip to the camps also would 
pick up the mail, but there was no regu-
lar mail service.

Where there was a number of logging 
companies working in an area where the 

Above is a group of lumberjacks near Kelliher in 1914. The load of logs below is about average size 
for hour horses on an ice road.

Logging camps had their pets also.
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tote teamster made regular trips to the 
post office, the camps would have their 
own mail sacks left at the post office. 
Each time the tote teamster picked up 
the mail, he would leave new sacks 
brought from the camps. I recall when 
there was heavy logging with a number of 
companies operating around Mizpah and 
the post office there had six or more camp 
mail sacks hanging on pegs.

Where a company had several camps 
operating in an area, the mail would all 
go to the headquarters camp, where the 
clerk would sort it into sacks for the oth-
ers. Seldom was mail addressed to an 
individual at a post office without the 
name of the logging company or the 
camp.

In the very early days when camps 
were 40 or more miles from a railhead, 
mail service was almost nonexistent. By 
1880 more mail was coming and going 
from the camps. When Oliver Mining 
Company was operating a number of 
camps in the Brimson area, they had a 
special driving team that mad several 
camps each day, delivering and picking 
up mail.

In many of the small post offices 
throughout the logging region of the 
state, the postmaster welcomed the mail 
from the camps because they were paid 
on the amount of mail moving through. 
Postmasters made a special effort to give 
the camps good service in order to get the 
business. A number of post offices closed 
for lack of business when the logging 
camps closed.

When railroad logging came into the 
picture and logging companies had their 
own railroads, the mail situation also 
changed. Many of the logging camps were 
situated along the railroad lines and each 
camp would have its own mail sack with 
the name or number of the camp printed 
on it. Mail would be addressed to the 
head office of the logging company, where 
it would be placed in sacks for each camp 
and delivered to the railhead and placed 
in a special spot in the caboose or bag-
gage car. Most railroads had a special 
brakeman just to handle the mail sacks 
for the camps.

On the Duluth and Northeastern that 
ran from Cloquet to Hornby, they had a 
special baggage-type car with pegs along 
the wall for hanging the mail sacks for 
each camp. When the train passed a 
camp and did not stop, the brakeman 
would throw the sack onto a loading plat-
form to be picked up by the camp clerk or 
in some cases a watchman who took care 
of the mail until the tote team arrived 
from the camp. Not only was mail for 
individuals in the sacks, but all the camp 
office mail from headquarters was 
included.

By the time that railroad logging was 
at its peak, there was considerable mail 
traveling between the camps and the 
outside. Each logging camp had a box for 

Above: An early logging camp in the Bemidji area. Loading with a horse-powered jammer is shown 
below. Note the bark mark on nearest log.

Above: A Crookston Lumber Co. camp near Kelliher about 1914.
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mail marked “outgoing” and one for 
“incoming” mail. When the clerk received 
the mail sack at the camp he would place 
the men’s mail in the incoming box, 
where it would be picked up in the eve-
ning when the jacks made their regular 
trip to the office to buy tobacco, snuff, etc. 
If they had letters going out, they would 
place them in the outgoing box and the 
clerk would put them in the camp mail 
sack for the next train. If the train was 
not stopping at the camp, the clerk would 
throw the sack through the door the rear-
end brakeman held open while passing.

All of the logging companies that oper-
ated their own railroads had this mail 
service. The Alger Line that operated out 
of Knife River would have several sacks 
full of mail for points like Cramer or Fin-
land, and the railroad known by the lum-
berjacks as the “Gut and Liver Line” that 
operated out of Deer River carried a good 
amount of mail to the camps.

Now as to letter writing by the lumber-
jacks themselves, not a great lot was 
done. On Sunday afternoons, a few men 
would write letters – usually with pencil 
as ink was seldom kept in the camps and 
fountain pens had not yet come into the 
picture.

Sometimes after writing a letter with 
pencil, a jack would bring it to the office 
and ask the clerk to address the envelope 
in ink. I have done this many times for 
lumberjacks. Quite a few of the early 
jacks could not write and some have come 
to the office after receiving a letter and 
asked me to read it to them. Many have 
asked me to write a letter for them, and 
some married men who wanted a check 
sent home would ask me to make out the 
check and mail it to their family. By 1900 
most all camp clerks sold postage stamps 
to the men when they needed one.

I recall a letter coming from Europe for 
a jack who brought it to me and asked me 
to read it. It was written in a foreign lan-
guage and I said I couldn’t. He said, “I 
can’t read. You try.” So I tried to sound 
out the words and he understood it was 
from his sister in Austria. He asked me to 
write to her, so I wrote in English telling 
her he had received the letter but could 
not get anyone to read it to him. She 
wrote back in English. I read it to him, 
and we carried on several messages 
during the winter.

Most of the time the jacks could find 
someone in camp who could read a for-
eign language letter for them. The Vir-
ginia and Rainy Lake, being one of the 
later companies to operate large camps, 
had many letters from foreign countries 
coming to their men, and Casper Cam-
pagne, their supply officer at Cusson, told 
me that he often had to look up someone 
to read the letters to the men.

By the time the logging of our vast 
virgin pine stands came to an end, mail 
service to the camps was about equal to 
the rest of the mail service in the state.

A Crookston Lumber Co. camp cook crew west of Northome in 1924.

Above: A group of lumberjacks in an Oliver Mining Co. camp near Brimson. Below: Skidding logs with 
horses and a dray in 1910.
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CONFIDENCE BY DESIGN.
For real confidence in tight thinning or tough final felling, choose the 
compact and powerful Tigercat 822D track feller buncher. 

The combination of high horsepower and efficient hydraulics provide 
the operator with quick, responsive control for high performance and 
productivity.

The machine is an operator’s dream with ergonomic positioning of 
controls and clear lines of sight. Plus a clamshell style retracting engine 
enclosure for easy access to daily service points.

Contact Titan Machinery today to learn more.

www.tigercat.com

DULUTH, MN
218.727.3038
www.titanmachinery.com

822D-Titan 0119-TBM.indd   1 1/30/19   4:34 PM
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To serve our readers better, the Timber 
Bulletin offers free classified ads of 
up to 85 words to all members and 
associate members of the Minnesota 
Timber Producers Association. All ads 
must be submitted in writing to the 
Association office. The MTPA assumes 
no responsibility for ad contents and 
accepts free ads on a first-come, first-
served basis within space limitations.
________________________________
HELP WANTED________________________________
Truck driver, full time, year 
around, hauling tree-length wood 
in Southeast Texas, experience 
preferred. 409-489-0113
________________________________
WANTED________________________________

Barrel stave logs – White Oak and 
Burr Oak butt cuts 12-inch diameter 

and up – random lengths
For more information call

Robert Staggemeier at
Staggemeyer Stave Co. Inc.

Caledonia, MN 55921
Office: 507-724-3395
Cell: 608-792-75983

________________________________
FOR SALE________________________________

1987 D4H CAT, 6 way blade with 
brush rake and Esco Log Grapple. 

Good condition. $25,000
Call: 218-353-7403 and 

or leave message.

Classifieds

ADVERTISERS INDEX
Alliance .......................................................................27
Cass Forest Products .................................................32
Compeer .....................................................................22
Dakota Fluid Power ..................................................38
Don Dens Sales ..........................................................15
Duluth Sign ................................................................ 11
Enbridge Energy ..........................................................4
Evans Insurance ........................................................24
FRA ................................................................................5
Fryberger Law Firm. .................................................31
Great Lakes Trailers ....................................................6
Green Forest Products ..............................................13
Hancock Fabrication Inc...........................................21
Hedstrom Lumber Co............................................... 11
Klinner Insurance ......................................................26
Lunmenn ....................................................................30

McCoy Construction & Forestry .............................39
Mid-States Equipment ..............................................28
Nelson Wood Shims ..................................................33
Northern Capital  ......................................................15
Northern Timberline Equipment ............................25
Otis-Magie Insurance Agency .................................13
Pomp’s Tire ................................................................33
Prairie Trailer .............................................................21
RDO Vermeer .............................................................23
Rice Blacksmith Saw & Machine...............................7
Rihm Kenworth ...........................................................4
Schaefer Enterprises ..................................................16
Titan Machinery ........................................................37
Wallingford’s ........................................................31, 40
Ziegler .........................................................................19
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FOR A LIMITED TIME, PLACE THREE ORDERS THROUGH THE MY MCCOY CUSTOMER 
PORTAL AND BE ENTERED FOR A CHANCE TO WIN UP TO $500 IN FREE PARTS!

W
IN $500

PARTS CREDITS
$100

PARTS CREDITS
$250
PARTS CREDITS

 *To be eligible, a minimum of three parts orders must be placed through the MyMcCoy Customer Portal between July 1, 2019 and September 30, 2019. Winners will be randomly chosen at 
the end of the contest period. (1) $500, (1) $250 and (5) $100 parts credits prizes will be awarded.  Winners will be announced by October 15, 2019. Contest ends September 30, 2019 at midnight.

Bemidji, MN 
218-759-1996 

Duluth, MN 
218-722-7456

Grand Rapids, MN
218-326-9427

Ashland, WI
715-682-5522

Chippewa Falls, WI
715-834-2924 

Merrill, WI
715-536-0633

Escanaba, MI
906-789-9054

mccoycf.com

STOP BY ONE OF OUR SEVEN LOCATIONS TODAY!

No matter where you are, we’ll get you back on your feet with the shortest possible 
downtime. We have certified support teams trained on all makes of equipment and 
are recertified yearly by John Deere.

WE HAVE ONE GOAL, 
TO KEEP YOU UP 
AND RUNNING.

WE HAVE ONE GOAL, 
TO KEEP YOU UP 
AND RUNNING.

EQUIPMENT SALES  |  RENTALS  |  SERVICE  |  PARTS  |  TECHNOLOGY
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Clark Tracks offers a full line of  
plate options and customized spike  
patterns for specific terrain and  

ground conditions.  

FX
HEAVY DUTY MULT I - TERRAIN

CX
C L I M B I N G  X T R E M E

GSG
S U P E R G R I P  W H E E L  T R A C K

Haggis LinkC-Link

Large contact area; 
Reduced pressure

• Maximum contact area            
• Specially designed side flanges inhibit link twisting
• Less maintenance and downtime as less  

re-tensioning and adjustments are required
• Bearing surfaces matched       
• Protects C-Link from premature wear
• Reduced contact pressure       
• Reduced wear

UNIQUE 
PATENTED  
DESIGN

Now available 

in John Deere 

Green!

ATF
A L L - T E R R A I N  F L O T A T I O N

TERRATL85
M U L T I - T E R R A I N

Clark Tracks are marketed in North America exclusively by Wallingford's Inc. 

Call or visit Wallingfords online to learn more.

800-323-3708 | clarktracksusa.com

Proud sponsor of the 
American Loggers 

Council

Visit us at the North Star 

Expo at Indoor Booth #7!


