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MEET THE CAT® D SERIES  

Wheel Feller Buncher

877.290.8121
www.zieglercat.com

Greater Reliability and Durability  The Cat Wheel 
Feller Buncher features a robust electrical system, pressurized 
compartments, improved components, and a proven cooling 
system and structure that deliver greater reliability and durability.  

Ziegler Support  Ziegler CAT is dedicated to maximizing 
your equipment uptime with cost-effective product support. We 
back your logging equipment with complete service, parts, and 
resources unmatched in the industry. 

Strong Performance, Higher Efficiency  Cat Wheel 
Feller Bunchers deliver more productivity at a lower operating 
cost. Patented technologies, including the PowerDirect Plus 
System and Transverse Mounted Engine allow the machine to cut 
and carry more wood than before. Advanced hydraulics speed up 
multi-functioning and cycle times to increase productivity and saw 
recovery. 

Cat Wheel Feller Bunchers maneuver easily in dense forest and have the durability to stand up to the demands of 
a high-production operation. From thinning through final harvest, these models are the industry’s most versatile, 
delivering a superior ride and smooth hydraulics in a quiet, comfortable, high-visibility cab.

VISIT US AT THE 
NORTH STAR EXPO
SEPTEMBER 15 –16

Itasca County Fairgrounds  
Grand Rapids, MN
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ON THE COVER
Tony Filipiak operates a cut-to-
length processor on a timber 
harvest near Warba.  For more 
on Filipiak Logging, please turn to 
page 8.
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A s the summer logging season 
nears an end, I hope you have 
had a good season logging.  It has 
been a “hit and miss” summer, 
with some of our members having 
endured a lot of rain while others 
have had a dryer summer with 
good logging opportunity.

The North Star Expo is coming 
September 15-16 in Grand Rapids.  
I hope to see a great turnout 
this year.  It is always a great 
opportunity for our membership 
to gather and get caught up 
with old friends and make new 
acquaintances in the logging 

business.  
It’s a 
valuable 
opportunity 
to share 
industry 
concerns 

with our 
leadership and 
representatives.

As each of us 
knows, there 
is strength in 
numbers.  The 
more voices we 

have, the more we can accomplish 
to make our livelihood more 
viable.  If you know someone in 
our industry who is not a TPA 
member, please ask them to 
consider becoming one.  It’s up to 
us to forge our future.

Take time to enjoy your families!  
The trees will always be there. 

     
Executive Committee
Dave Berthiaume: 218-380-9783
Kurt Benson: 218-239-1001
Rod Enberg: 218-352-6175
Corey Lovdahl: 218-244-4580
Scott Pittack: 218-259-8148
TPA Staff
Ray Higgins: 218-722-5013
Wayne Brandt: 218-722-5013

President’s 

Column
Ben Mussehl
Financial Services Officer - Timber Specialist
(715) 688-9080
Ben.Mussehl@Compeer.com

Tammy Moon
Associate Timber Lending Specialist
(320) 406-4692
Tammy.Moon@Compeer.com

Your hopes. Your dreams.
WE’RE READY.
We’re Compeer Financial.™  

Profitability doesn’t always come easy when 
you’re trying to harvest timber, sustain logging 
resources, manage the environment and 
produce an excellent wood product.

That’s why we offer operating loans, leases 
and a variety of equipment loans to help you 
with your forestry financing as you plan for 
growth. From dozers to processors, we have 
the financing options and Timber expertise 
you need to help you move forward.

COMPEER.COM/TIMBER

Compeer Financial, ACA is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender and Equal Opportunity Provider. ©2017

COMPEER.COM  |  (844) 426-6733

TIMBER BULLETIN Subscription Order

Make checks payable to:
TPA Services, Inc., 903 Medical Arts Bldg., 324 W. Superior St., Duluth, MN 55802

Note: Existing subscriptions will continue at their current rate until they expire.

Please send my GIFT SUBSCRIPTION to the Minnesota Timber Bulletin (six issues
per year) to be sent to the name below. Payment is enclosed for:

� 1 year $20  � 2 years $33  � 3 years $45
Please type or print clearly.

NAME ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________STATE ____________ZIP____________

Please ENTER my subscription to the Minnesota Timber Bulletin (six issues per
year). Payment is enclosed for:

� 1 year $25  � 2 years $40  � 3 years $55
Please type or print clearly.

NAME ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________STATE ____________ZIP____________

COMPANY/ORGANIZATION ____________________________________________
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P H O N E 519.753.2000

E M A I L comments@tigercat.com

W E B S I T E www.tigercat.com

S O C I A L www.facebook.com/tigercat

CONFIDENCE BY DESIGN. 
THE PROOF IS IN THE EFFICIENCY, PRODUCTIVITY AND UPTIME.
Tigercat’s hydrostatic driveline is the most efficient, reliable choice for moving timber in tough terrain. 
Optional EHS offers higher travel speed on level ground and more powerful tractive effort when  
the going gets tough. In-house developed axles ensure drivetrain components are well matched to  
ever-increasing performance demands. The Tigercat FPT Tier 4 engine solution is simple and field 
proven, offering greater efficiency and long-term reliability.

Feel confident knowing Tigercat E-series skidders are backed by professionals who care about your 
productivity, uptime and cost per ton.

DULUTH, MN 
218.727.3038

WWW.TITANMACHINERY.COM 
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Executive Vice 
President’s 

Column

Live harvest! Yup. This year’s 
North Star Expo will feature a live 
harvest to benefit Log-A-Load 
For Kids at the show in the stand 
just west of the Itasca County 
Fairgrounds.  With a great spread 
of equipment and vendors already 
reserving space you won’t want to 
miss this year’s Expo September 15 
& 16 in Grand Rapids at the Itasca 
County Fairgrounds.

W     W     W
My thanks 
to Gary 
Bergstrom, 
Bergstrom 
Wood 
Products, 
who has 

completed his 
service as Chair 
of the TPA Audit 
Committee.  Gary 
has a sharp eye 
for numbers and 
procedures and 

made sure that they were followed 
in TPA.  It’s members like Gary and 
so many others who give their time 
and talents that make TPA a great 
organization.

W     W     W

Tina Hegg, Vice President of 
Finance for Hedstrom Lumber, 
replaces Gary as committee chair 
and we look forward to her service.

W     W     W
It’s always nice when they ask.  

DNR Commissioner Tom Landwehr 
recently held a listening session 
in Grand Rapids with folks from 
the forestry community including 
myself.  We interact with the DNR 
nearly every day on one issue or 
another.  Sometimes they call us and 
frequently we call them.

This was a little different as the 
commissioner convened an open 
discussion that allowed folks to 
express what was on their mind.  As 
you can imagine a robust discussion 
ensued.

One of the things that 
Commissioner Landwehr 
highlighted was their work to 
get the right people into the right 
positions to lead this large agency.  I 
think that he and his team deserve 
a lot of credit for this.  Too often 
organizations focus on process 
and procedure when it’s really the 
people that provide the leadership 
and environment to get the work 
done.

My thanks to Commissioner 
Landwehr for initiating this 
open, small group discussion and 
including us in the meeting.  I’m 
sure that he, and many in the group, 
would rather have been out in the 
woods or on a lake on a beautiful 
August afternoon.

W     W     W
Changes are underway at the 

Minnesota Forest Resources 
Council.  Executive Director Calder 
Hibbard returned to his previous 
role as Policy Analyst for the 
Council.  Former Executive Director 
Dave Zumeta, who retired two 
years ago, has graciously returned 
as Interim Executive Director.  Dave 
will do an outstanding job as he 
always has.

This means that the Council has 
again embarked on a search for a 
new Executive Director.  I’m serving 
on the Search Committee and we 
are hoping to have a new leader in 
place by the end of the year.

Whomever is chosen will step into 
an important role and will need to 
lead the Council into the future.

W     W     W
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Relationships.  Good friends 
and fun times that enrich us are an 
important part of the fabric of each 
of our lives.  Eight of us, a.k.a. the 
Willmar Boys, graduated from high 
school over forty years ago.  We 
get together every other summer 
to catch up, eat, drink, golf, tell old 
stories and make a few new ones.  

This was the first time we hadn’t 
gone back to Willmar as we’d 
always done in the past.  These 
trips used to be a two-fer, see your 
parents and spend some time with 
the boys.  As these things go, and 
us not being real young, other than 
at heart, only one of us has a living 
parent in the old home town.

So we packed up and headed 
to Nashville where one of the 
guys lives.  As a group we range 
from the fairly liberal to the fairly 
conservative.  Nobody posts crazy 
Trump stuff on social media nor did 
anyone post crazy Obama stuff.  We 
can have a spirited discussion about 
politics and the day’s issues and 
then move on to sports or family.  
No hardened lines.

We’re all on social media of one 
kind or another but we’re more apt 
to read a book, watch a movie or go 
to an event than keep our noses in 
our phones.

As a group, we’re a long way 
from perfect as are most people.  But 
I think we’d all be better off, and I 
know our country would be better 
off, if folks spent a little more time 
reading a book, helping a neighbor 
or making a new friend than 
obsessively focusing on whatever 
has happened in D.C. or St. Paul or 
was posted by someone else on a 
social media site.

W     W     W
If you’re looking for something 

to obsess about, let’s obsess about 
Safety!  The injury that doesn’t 
happen makes everyone’s life better.

BOX 1008  •  CASS LAKE, MN 56633  •  218-335-2694

www.cassforest.com

Buying Fresh Logs: Red and White Pine
Pine Bolts: Jack, Red and White

For Specifications Call 218-335-2694
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Member Feature...

by Ray Higgins

Grand Rapids logger Tony 
Filipiak was pleasantly surprised.

A private landowner contacted 
him and asked if he’d be interested 
in harvesting a site just southeast 
of Warba.  The landowner had 
just purchased the tract adjacent 
to his property and wanted the 
hardwoods managed for recreation, 
including deer hunting.

Typically a hardwood site in that 

Continuing the Legacy
As a fourth generation Minnesota logger, Tony Filipiak 
is following in the family’s footsteps

area would have heavy clay soil.  
But when Filipiak went to look at it, 
he found lots of sandy soil instead, 
which is a bonus when summer-
accessible wood can be hard to 
come by, particularly with the cut-
to-length equipment the company 
began using a decade ago.

“Part of the reason we went to 
these cut-to-length machines is 
so we can access more sites in the 

summer time,” Filipiak says.  “As 
dry as it’s been, we can tolerate 
quite a bit of rain here.”

Plus, the harvest is just 17 miles 
from home, a nice short trip each 
day, and a quick trip to the UPM 
Blandin mill in Grand Rapids, 
where the balsam and aspen from 
the harvest will be hauled.

Filipiak’s relationship with 
Blandin goes back nearly forty 

Tony Filipiak
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Tony Filipiak operates a John Deere 803MH cut-to-length processor to harvest timber.  The Filipiak purchased the machine a 
year ago and it still has less than 2000 hours on it.

years, to when his father, Bill, and 
uncle, Richard, ran the business.  
They were third generation loggers, 
following in the footsteps of their 
father and grandfather.  Tony would 
eventually come to represent the 
fourth generation in the family 
trade, but was still a teenager 
when Bill and Richard secured 
the family’s first contract with the 
Blandin mill for their harvested 
timber back in the late 1970s.

At the time, Tony was a typical 
teen in a logging family, helping out 
in the woods while going to high 
school.  But when he graduated 
from Grand Rapids in 1982, he 
didn’t go to work with his father 
and uncle.  At least not right away.

“Right after I graduated, I worked 
in a small upholstery shop for a 
while,” he says.  “And then I got 
offered a job to go work for a logger 
in the Black Hills, so I worked there 
for a year and a half, harvesting 
ponderosa pine.  I was working 
with a guy that was originally from 
here.  He’d gone out there to work 
for St. Regis Post and Pole.  They 
had a logging crew and a sawmill.

After a year and a half of that, 
Tony decided to return to Cohasset 
to work with his dad and uncle.

“It was a chance to get back in 
the family business,” Filipiak says.  
“Everyone I knew was back here, 

so any time off I had I was coming 
back here anyway, so I might as well 
come back.  Logging’s just what 
I grew up doing, I guess.  I don’t 
know anything different.”

The three Filipiaks worked well 

With more than 70 years of 
experience, we’re a leading 
provider of value-added 
lubrication products and 
services for the timber and 
logging industry. Keep your 
equipment running at       
peak performance with 
Industrial Lubricant.

Run with us.

MINING  |  RAILROAD  |  CONSTRUCTION  |  INDUSTRIAL AND ENERGY
TIMBER AND LOGGING  |  AGRICULTURE

IndustrialLubricant.com

SMALL-TOWN
VALUES.

BIG-TIME
EXPERIENCE.

SMALL-TOWN
VALUES.

BIG-TIME
EXPERIENCE.

indlub

kz/yr/kg

Minnesota Timber Bulletin

38135_1

4.75x3.5

none

4/7/2014

full

May

38135_1_indlub_mtb.indd   1 4/7/14   2:09 PM
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together, utilizing conventional 
logging quipment.  Bill handled 
the slashing and hauling, while 
Richard and Tony bounced between 
the feller buncher, delimber, and 
the skidder.  In addition, they’d 
hire another trucker to help with 
the hauling during the higher-
production winter months.

“We made it work,” Tony says.
By 2004, Bill was ready to 

reduce his role in the business.  
Tony purchased his portion of the 
company, while Bill continued on 
for a few years driving truck for an 
hourly wage.  

It wasn’t long after that before 
Tony and his uncle Richard decided 
to transition from conventional 
logging equipment to cut-to-length, 
which better suited their two-man 
operation.

“There was a big learning curve,” 
Tony says.  “It took a while.  Nortrax 
was very helpful.  They let us use a 
simulator to help us get used to the 
new machine.  But we knew it was 

Richard Castile piles harvested aspen on the landing with a John Deere 1110 forwarder.

going to take around three months 
to get our load count up to where 
we could make money.”

That was ten years ago.  These 
days, Richard has joined Bill in 
retirement, so while Tony operates 
the John Deere 803 MH cut-to-
length processor, Rich Castile drives 
a Deere 1110 forwarder.  Greg 
Anwiler of Jobe Trucking hauls the 
timber to the mill, while Tony’s 
wife, Sandy, helps out with the 
bookkeeping and office work.

Working on non-industrial private 
land isn’t a regular occurrence for 
Filipiak.  He may purchase one 
such sale per year.  Normally he’s 
working on Blandin land, or else 
on public timber the company 
has purchased.  But no matter 
what, Blandin foresters are a good 
resource for him when working 
with landowners on accomplishing 
their management goals.

“I brought in Quinton Legler 
from Blandin and we threw some 
ideas out there,” Filipiak says.  “The 

landowner wants to get the most 
value for it because he just bought 
this particular forty.  We’re leaving 
some reserve patches and certain 
trees.  Then on the north forty which 
he already owned, we’re going 
through and picking out the maple 
and leaving the second-growth 
aspen for next time.”

Filipiak figures he’ll harvest 
roughly a total of 400 cords across 
several species, including aspen, 
maple, basswood, balsam, and 
birch.  Some of the site is being 
clear-cut, while other parts are being 
thinned, according to the wishes of 
the landowner.

“Maybe call it a shelterwood,” 
Filipiak says.  “We’re trying to leave 
certain stuff for him here.

“The aspen and balsam are going 
to Blandin,” he says.  “The maple is 
going to Sappi, and the basswood 
is going to Savanna Pallets.  Then 
we’re taking the white birch, and 
we’re leaving the yellow birch.  
We’re also leaving the burr oak 
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stand and the cedars.”
Tony started harvesting this 

site about a week ago, and he and 

Harvested aspen waits to be hauled to the mill.

Castile will be here another couple 
of weeks before moving on to the 
next job.  And there will be more 

wood to cut after that, just as there 
has been for decades, through four 
generations of Filipiaks.

Greg Anwiler of Jobe Trucking leaves the Filipiak harvest site just southeast of Warba with a load of maple and heads for 
the Sappi mill in Cloquet.
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  2017 North Star Expo

September 15th and 16th 
Itasca County Fairgrounds

Grand Rapids, MN 
Free Admission!

More than 100 exhibitors and vendors!  

Log Loader Contest!                

Friday Night: Famous Dave’s BBQ!  
Saturday: Pancake Breakfast sponsored by Nortrax!

For more information: MN Timber Producers Association 
218-722-5013
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Main Street, Rice, MN 56367  •  Phone 320-393-2169  •  Fax 320-393-2164
Contact:  Jim or Al Voigt
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Logging Trucks and Electronic Logs:
  Minnesota Loggers Exempt in Certain Situations
The following information was gathered 
through consultations with personnel 
from the Minnesota State Patrol’s 
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement 
Division, as well as the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration.

While new federal regulations 
require most U.S. commercial trucks 
and passenger buses to be equipped 
with Electronic Log Devices 
(ELDs) by the end of this year, 
most Minnesota logging trucks are 
exempt from the provision, thanks 
to state statute.

An ELD automatically records 
driving time, and monitors engine 
hours, vehicle movement, miles 
driven, and location information.  
The device replaces paper logs long 
used by truck drivers.

 However, Minnesota law has 
long exempted the transportation 
of “pulpwood, cordwood, mining 
timber, poles, posts, decorator 
evergreens, wood chips, sawdust, 
shavings, and bark from the place 
where the products are produced 
to the point where they are to be 
used or shipped,” from hours of 
service regulations.  The exemption 
applies only for truck travel within 
Minnesota (INTRA-state commerce).

 If a logging truck leaves 
Minnesota and enters into 
INTER-state commerce, different 
regulations apply.  Federal statute 
allows exemptions from hours of 
service for log trucks that include 
staying within a 100 air-mile 
radius, and working no more than 
12 hours.  However, other federal 
requirements kick in when hauling 
from Minnesota into another state, 
including unified carrier registration 
(UCR), fuel tax payments, etc.  For 
more information on hauling into 
one of our neighboring states or 
Canada, contact the TPA office.

According to the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA), on the days a driver 
leaves the state and exceeds 100 
miles or 12 hours, a paper log will 
suffice and be required as it has in 
the past.  If the paper log is needed 
more than eight times in any 30-day 

period, an ELD will be required.  
 Though not required for 

logging trucks in INTRA-state 
commerce, some truck owners 
may find ELDs useful, including 
for fleet management reasons.  
The federal rule regarding ELDs 
strictly prohibits “commercial 
driver harassment,” by including 
both procedural and technical 
provisions designed to protect 
commercial truck and bus drivers 
from harassment resulting from 
information generated by ELDs.

 In some cases, ELDs have been 
installed in trucks in which the 
person operating the vehicle is in 
an exempt status from hours of 
service.  An example of this is an 
owner-operator who leases on with 
a company, but also is a farmer and 
uses his/her own truck in the fall to 
haul their own grain.  Similarly, a 
logger who one day a week travels 
to Wisconsin and is required to log 
his/her hours, but isn’t required 
to log hours the other days he/
she is operating.  Federal statute 
(CFR 395.28, subdivision 1 and 
2) states that a motor carrier may 

configure an ELD to authorize a 
driver to indicate that the driver 
is operating a CMV under special 
driving considerations, including 
personal use and yard moves.  The 
driver is responsible for using the 
applicable special driving category 
when allowed, and describing the 
activity.  It is important the driver 
use the federal exemption, [395.1(r)], 
and not the Minnesota exemption 
(unless the driver is only intrastate).  
Minnesota statute wouldn’t be 
recognized in Wisconsin or any 
other state.    

More information on ELDs 
is on TPA’s website at www.
mntimberproduces.com.  FMSCA’s 
website on ELDs is at www.fmcsa.
dot.gov/hours-service/elds/
electronic-logging-devices.

Email: auction@wausauauctioneers.com
www.wausauauctioneers.com
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8

Nelson’s 
now able 
to unload!
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64th NORTH STAR EXPO
2017

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday, September 15

9:00 am - 5:00 pm	 Equipment Displays Open
9:00 am - 3:00 pm	 Log-A-Load For Kids Harvest
9:30 am    	 Display Contest Judging
10:00 am - 11:00 am	 Loader Contest (sign up at site)
11:30 am - 12:30 pm	 Celebrity/Media Loader Contest
12:30 pm - 3:00 pm	 Loader Contest (sign up at site)
5:00 pm	 Equipment displays close
5:00 pm	 Cash Bar Social Hour begins	
6:00 pm	 Dinner and Door Prizes- Famous Dave’s Bar-B-Que

 
Saturday, September 16

7:00 am - 9:00 am       	 Free Pancake Breakfast (Sponsored by Nortrax) 
9:00 am - 2:00 pm	 Equipment displays open
9:00 am - 1:00 pm	 Log-A-Load For Kids Harvest
9:00 am - 11:00 am	 Loader Contest (sign up at site)
11:30 am	 Coloring contest winners announced
1:00 pm	 Winners announced for Loader, Master Loader, and Best Load contests
1:30 pm	 Winners announced for Guess the Weight, Big Cookie, Vendor Drawing, 
	 Wood I.D. and Big Cookie contests
 2:00 pm	 Equipment displays close

CONTESTS
Guess the Weight - Guess the weight of a fully loaded truck
Wood Identification - See how many tree species you can identify
Loader - Test your skills against the clock
Masters Division Loader - Loader contest for those 50 and over - sign up at site 
Best Load - Come and see the Best Loads of Wood on Display
Big Cookie- Enter to see if your wood cookie is the biggest of its species.

For additional information, contact:
Minnesota Timber Producers Association

324 W Superior St #903, Duluth, MN  55802
218/722-5013
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designed to keep you going  
when the going gets tough.

Ultimate
Traction

For the Clark Tracks and BABAC® 
dealers nearest you, 

or for more information, contact us.

info@wallingfords.com 

800.323.3708
www.wallingfords.com 

Marketed by

FX95 Terra Plate 
with Rocky Spikes

B15SY 7/8" Diamond® and a Half 
pattern featuring U-Form® studs 

Clark Tracks specialize in developing and 
manufacturing forest machine tracks to 
suit both cut-to-length machines and 
skidders. We supply tracks in various 
sizes and designs to suit virtually any 
terrain, the harshest climates and all 
machine types. From tracks for climbing 
to tracks with extreme flotation, Clark 
Tracks has something to suit your needs.
The FX95 track is built for endurance  
with its double Rocky spikes on each 
track pad. It's suited for the heaviest  
of machines working in the most  
demanding conditions. 
www.clarktracksusa.com

BABAC® Tire Chains are assembled 
manually and manufactured of high-
quality materials, with special emphasis 
on a uniform hardness and tensile 
strength. Extensive testing and practical 
experiences have shown that BABAC® 
chains endure more wear, leading to a 
longer service life. 
BABAC®'s unique U-Form® studs are 
designed to remain upright when in 
contact with the ground. This in turn  
results in superior tire protection and  
unsurpassed traction over ice and 
rough terrain. 
www.babactirechains.com



Timber Bulletin    July/August 201718

Expo Returns to Grand Rapids, 
features Log-A-Load Harvest
For the second consecutive year, 
the North Star Expo is returning 
to the Itasca County Fairgrounds 
in Grand Rapids.  Minnesota’s 
largest logging equipment show 
is in its 64th year and will be held 
September 15 and 16.   As always, 
there will be lots to see and do, 
including the latest in logging 
equipment from all of the region’s 
top vendors.  

Back by popular demand at 
Friday night’s dinner will be 
Famous Dave’s Barbecue. The menu 
will feature ribs, baked beans, cole 
slaw, and a cornbread muffins.  
Tickets for the dinner are $15 each 
for adults and $10 for kids 8 and 
under.  They can be purchased in 
advance from the TPA office or at 

the door.
Continuing the Expo tradition of 

great food and fellowship, Nortrax 
will again provide a free pancake 
breakfast on Saturday morning.

“Grand Rapids always gives 
the Expo a warm welcome,” said 
TPA Expo Committee chair Chad 
Lovdahl.  “Attendance at last year’s 
Expo was the biggest we’ve had 
in years, both in terms of vendors 
and people showing up.  We look 
forward to a bigger and better show 
this year.”

In addition to the usual Expo 
events, TPA is partnering with a 
variety of organizations, including 
Log-A-Load For Kids, on a live 
harvest during the event, with 
all proceeds going to benefit the 

Gillette Children’s Hospital in the 
Twin Cities.  More information on 
the Log-A-Load harvest is elsewhere 
in this issue of the Bulletin.

Like at any Expo, there will be 
plenty of competitions:

The Best Load contest is taking 
place again this year.  Only the 
wood will be judged, not the truck it 
is hauled on.  Points will be scored 
on the timber quality, product 
quality, product manufacturing, 
load appearance, and load 
securement.  Monetary prizes are 
awarded to the top finishers.

The Loader Contest will also be 
held again this year, as well as the 
Master Loader contest.  

The Coloring Contest will take 
place this year as well.  In the last 

Expo vendors put a lot of time and effort into making sure their displays look their best.  Last year, Ziegler Cat received the 
blue ribbon in the Best Large Equipment division.
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issue of the Timber Bulletin, you’ll find a pull-out 
poster for the little ones to enter.  Just have them color 
the poster and either bring it to the Expo or mail it to 
the TPA office.  Entries will be posted at the Expo for 
all to enjoy. We also have poster to be colored at the 
expo.

Don’t forget to bring in your wood cookies for 
the Big Cookie Contest.  Remember to attach a list 
indicating species, where taken, company name and 
register at the Registration Desk first!

Test your visual skills and Guess the Weight!  Entry 
forms will be available near one of the Best Load 
trucks.

We’ll have fun for the whole family.  See you 
September 15 and 16 in Grand Rapids!

The Expo is known for great food.  Last year, Famous Dave’s provided the ribs and more for Friday night’s barbecue, and the 
restaurant’s tasty fare will be back in 2017!

Wheel Loaders, Crawlers, Track Excavators
Loader Backhoes, Skidders, Skid-Steer
Loaders, Engines and Transmissions

“Rely on our experience–Est. 1967”

www.sewlparts.com - parts@sewlparts.com
4535 State Route 3 N • PO Box 136

Wolf Lake, IL 62998

1-800-626-6046

USED REPAIR PARTS
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A highlight of every Expo is the Best Load competition, in which loggers and truckers show off the best of the best of 
Minnesota’s wood.  This is a bird’s eye view of three of last year’s outstanding Best Load entries.
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Wanted: 
Good Hardwood Grade Logs

•	Red oak, white oak, birch, ash, maple, basswood
•	We have center-mount trailers, or you can deliver
•	Paying top dollar the same day
•	8’-10’-12’ lengths
•	Stick scaling

Call or Email Ben:
952-442-5988

pineproben@embarqmail.com

Pine Products, Inc.
11780 County Road 32
Waconia, MN  55387

607 Northwest 5th Street, Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
don@evansins.com          sam@evansins.com 

www.evansins.com  

 

Truck—Equipment—General Liability—Workers’ Comp—Life 

 Serving the logging 
industry for  

over 25 years 

Call us for a quote! 
218-326-0563 

Representing many fine companies, including: 
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Log-A-Load Harvest Comes to the Expo
For the first time in the North 
Star Expo’s 64-year history, the 
event will feature a live timber 
harvest, thanks to the Log-A-Load 
For Kids program.

A stand of red pine adjacent to 
the Itasca County Fairgrounds was 
due to be thinned.  Itasca county 
Land Department staff and the Log-
A-Load For Kids Committee have 
coordinated the harvest to coincide 
with this year’s Expo.  As a result, 
folks attending this year’s Expo 
will be able to see an active timber 
harvest.

“It’s a great opportunity for 
our industry,” said TPA’s Expo 
committee chair Chad Lovdahl.  
“The Expo is always a great event to 
show the public what our industry 
is all about, and the opportunity to 
include a harvest greatly enhances 
that.  We’re thrilled that the kids and 
families in the Log-A-Load program 
will benefit from it, as well.”

Log-A-Load For Kids is a 
nationwide campaign through 
which loggers and other forest 
industry professionals donate 
the value of a load of logs, or any 
amount they can, to help make 
hospital stays easier for children. 
The generous donations of 
stumpage, equipment use, labor, 
and trucking brings monetary 
support that enables Gillette 
Children’s Specialty Healthcare in 
the Twin Cities to help Minnesota 
children who have disabilities.  
Nationwide, Log-A-Load for Kids 

raises 
more 
than $2 
million 
each year 
through 
golf 

tournaments, fishing events, dinners, 
and truckloads of log donations.

“We are very excited to see 
this harvest come together,” said 
Minnesota’s Log-A-Load Committee 
chair Chris Martland.  “It has 
taken a great amount of work and 

coordination from all parties involved.  
I would like to thank the North Star 
Expo Committee for working with us 
to get this project up and running in 
tandem with the Expo.”

For this year’s harvest, Pittack 
Logging of Bovey will handle the 
harvesting, and Rieger Logging 
of Northome will take care of the 
forwarding of the timber.  Both 
companies are donating their time, 
equipment, and labor.  On top of 
that, UPM Blandin is paying Itasca 
County for the stumpage, so Log-
A-Load for Kids will receive all 
proceeds of the harvest.

Another of Log-A-Load’s 
missions is to reach out to school 
children and teach them about the 
logging industry.  For this year’s 
harvest at the Expo, Log-A-Load 
is partnering with a coalition of 
groups to bring more than 200 high 
school-aged students to the event.  
Once there, kids will learn about a 
variety of topics, including logging, 
sustainable forestry practices, jobs 
available in the industry, and the 
industry’s economic impact in 
our state.  Among those involved 
in this coalition are the Grand 
Rapids Chamber of Commerce, the 
regional economic development 
organization APEX, the Northeast 
Minnesota Office of Job Training, 
and the Applied Learning 
Institute, which strives to enhance 
technical education in northeastern 
Minnesota.

“We’re excited to have the chance 

Scott Pittack of Pittack Logging will be performing the Log-A-Load For Kids 
harvest at this year’s North Star Expo.

to talk to high schoolers from our 
region about opportunities in the 
logging industry,” said Tamara 
Lowney of APEX. “Logging and the 
forest products industry are critical 
to the fabric of our way of life here 
in northeastern Minnesota, and 
we’re proud to have the chance to 
help tell that story to students at the 
Expo.”

The Minnesota DNR, Itasca 
County Land Department, Blandin 
Foundation, the Health Forests-
Health Communities program, 
Itasca Community College, the 
University of Minnesota, and 
the Minnesota Logger Education 
Program are among the groups 
helping to organize the learning 
opportunities for the high school 
students.

“This will be a great learning 
opportunity for the students and 
teachers and public to see how our 
industry works and impacts the 
state,” Martland said.  “On behalf 
of Log-A-Load For Kids, a special 
thanks to goes to all of the logging 
companies and industries that will 
be supporting the harvest this year.  
Their donations will go a long way 
in helping the Gillette patients of 
Minnesota.”

The Log-A-Load harvest will 
begin at 9 a.m. on Friday, Sept. 15, 
at the site just west of the Itasca 
County Fairgrounds and will 
continue throughout the day, as 
well as during the hours the Expo is 
open on Saturday.
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Toward the Best
Customer Service

1932 - 2017
CELEBRATING 85 YEARS IN BUSINESS

www.rihmkenworth.com

St. Paul, MN
651.646.7833  •  800.988.8235

Sauk Centre, MN
320.352.8540  •  855.704.9211

Albert Lea, MN
507.552.1340  •  877.744.6591

Duluth/Superior
715.395.5350  •  800.341.1666

Lake Elmo, MN
651.272.4480  •  844.220.2633

good 
business.

WHAT’S RIGHT IS JUST
WHEN DoING

° Business/Corporate Law °
›› Michael Donovan   ›› John Gasele  ›› Robert Kanuit

›› Dexter Larsen   ›› Daniel Maddy

fryberger.com

We have an attorney for you.

Marketed in the 
USA exclusively by

Dealer 
inquiries 
invited

the legend.nothing 
compares to

www.wallingfords.com | 800.323.3708 | info@wallingfords.com

We're raising the bar
to higher standards.
• Patented 15 Tooth Sprocket
    Holds the chain straighter and reduces it's 

RPM, reducing vibration, friction, and wear. 
Yielding less down time.

• Internal oil feeder grooves
 (Patent Pending) force the lubrication directly 

to the bearings, keeping them cool which 
results in longer life.

• Flex Memory
 A result of a unique blending of Titanium 

steel, provides for a bar that returns to form 
when bend pressure is applied, resulting in 
less down time for straightening repairs.
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   NORTH STAR EXPO    
FRIDAY NIGHT BBQ 

 
FAMOUS DAVE’S 

 
 

Friday, September 15, 2017 
5PM     Cash Bar 
6PM    BBQ Dinner 

 

Please join us for another tasty North Star Expo 
Friday night BBQ dinner, featuring Famous Dave’s! 
 Ribs 
 Pulled pork 
 Baked beans 
 Coleslaw 
 Cornbread muffin 

 
Adults:               $15 
Kids 8 & under: $10 

Tickets available in advance and at the Expo.  Call the 
TPA Office at 218-722-5013 for details. 
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LARGE TRAILER INVENTORY 
WALKING FLOORS • LOWBOYS • TIPPERS 
WALKING FLOOR INSTALLATIONS 

SERVICE • REPAIR • CONVERSIONS 

Easily Move Bulk Material! 
 Wood Chips, Sawdust, Mulch 

 Corn, Grain, Silage 
 Refuse, Recyclables, Waste, Demo 

 Bulk Material & Palletized Cargo 
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The Timber Bulletin publishes information regarding results of a sampling 
of recent timber sales and other market indicators, as well as other market-
related news items.

DNR Year-end Timber Numbers

With the end of the state fiscal year on June 30, the DNR numbers 
show that it sold less timber than the previous two fiscal years.  In addition, 
while the average yearly stumpage prices rose for most species, the average 
price for aspen actually showed a decline of nearly 13 percent as compared 
to FY2016.

In FY2017, the average sold price for aspen was $31.80 / cord, down from 
$36.45 / cord in FY2016.  The average sold price for black spruce also fell 
in FY2017, while prices for birch, jack pine, red pine, and balsam fir all rose 
(see the accompanying chart).

In FY2017, the DNR sold 866,810 cords of timber, down from 892,400 
cords in the previous fiscal year.

On the Markets
Recent Timber Sales 
Average prices, as reported
by each agency

Agency	 Regular	 Intermediate
Hubbard County 
July 10—Oral Auction
Aspen Mixed	 $50.97	 NA
Aspen Pulp	 $48.43	  NA
Birch Pulp	 $18.03	 NA
All 109 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.
DNR—Warroad Area
July 20—Oral Auction
Aspen 
   Species (WC)	 $17.51	 $13.37
Pine 
   Species (WMP)	 NA	 $44.51
Trembling 
   Aspen (WC)	 NA	 $34.17
Mixed Conifers 
   (WMP)	 NA	 $16.38
Spruce-Balsam 
   (WMP)	 NA	 $24.40
22 of the 23 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Cass County 
July 27—Oral Auction
Aspen	 $30.02	 $42.31
Birch	 $13.99	 $34.69
Red Oak	 $41.40	 $42.41
5 of the 6 tracts offered durng the 
sale were purchased.
Koochiching County 
August 2—Oral Auction
Aspen P&B	 $37.95	 $38.39
Spruce P&B	 $18.98	 $24.24
Red Pine P&B	 $50.60	 $44.73
Balsam P&B	 $14.23	 $  8.69
26 of the 28 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Beltrami County
August 8—Sealed Bid
Aspen Pulp	 $65.30	 NA
Tamarack Pulp	 $  9.18	 NA
All 3 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.
Beltrami County
August 11—Oral Auction
Aspen Pulp	 $48.12	 NA
Red Pine P&B	 $14.21	 NA
Balsam P&B	 $18.84	 NA
Birch Pulp	 $15.93	 NA
11 of the 12 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.

www.HarvesterBars.com
ORDER ONLINE

Now you can purchase GB® harvester bars and accessories 
online at your convenience.  Visit today and join our mailing list 
and be the first to learn about current sales and promotions.

For assistance, speak with our experienced sales staff by calling

1-855-255-08711-855-255-0871(Toll Free)
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Aitkin County
August 16—Sealed Bid
Aspen P&B	 $37.38	 NA
Mixed 
   Hdwd P&B	 $16.48	 NA
Paper 
   Birch P&B	 $15.17	 NA
Oak P&B	 $26.60	 NA
18 of the 20 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
St. Louis County 
August 17—Oral Auction
Aspen Pulp	 NA	 $31.08
Balsam Fir Pulp	 NA	 $19.23
Black Spruce 
   Pulp	 NA	 $30.91
Birch Pulp	 NA	 $12.05
Sugar Maple	 NA	 $  4.36
18 of the 25 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Products:
PB= Pulp and Bolts
WMP= Woodsrun mixed Products
WC= Woodsrun cordwood
ST=Sawtimber
WST=Woodsrun Sawtimber
PW=Pulpwood
SLV=Sawlogs/Veneer

Logging equipment can damage 
underground pipelines. 

Pipeline rights-of-way are not 
designed as roads, and heavy 
machinery—such as logging 
equipment—can damage the 
pipelines below.

Contact Enbridge before working 
on or crossing our pipeline 
right-of-way.  We will work with 
you to establish safe crossing 
and accommodate logging 
requirements.

Call 1 (800) 858-5253 or 
visit enbridge.com/safedigging

Call before you cross

Hedstrom Lumber Co., Inc.



Timber Bulletin    July/August 201728

LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

Before First Aid 
Kits Came to Camp

by J. C. Ryan

This story is reprinted from an earlier Timber Bulletin–one of the first of “Buzz” 
Ryan’s ever-popular contributions to these pages. The Bulletin will continue to 
reprint selected stories from the memories he recorded for us.–Editor

11

LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

Before First Aid Kits
Came to Camp
by J. C. Ryan

Wood workers performed many dangerous jobs, dressed for cold weather and recorded remarkably good 
“no-lost-time” records.

Today with all the logging companies 
and loggers setting rigid accident preven-
tion and control programs, I can’t help but 
look back to woods safety in the old days.

Accidents were rare then. I can recall 
clerking in a 175-man lumber camp where 
I didn’t report an accident during an entire 
year. In the many years I was associated 
with my father’s logging jobs, I only remem-
ber reporting two lost-time accidents.

One was when a group of men were try-
ing to lift a sick horse to its feet and it 
struggled and fell back on one of the men’s 
feet, breaking it at the ankle. And this was 
not really a lost-time accident, as the man 
was back in camp with a cast on his foot 
within 24 hours. He spent the rest of a 
winter as night fireman.

The other accident occurred when a top-
loader slipped on the frost atop a load and 
fell on a man’s shoulder, breaking his upper 
arm. It was nearly spring, and he was 
unable to return to work for several months.

Axe cuts as well as saw cuts were rare. 
And head injuries due to falling limbs or 
dry tops were very few. Most injuries came 
during loading or breaking down skid-
ways of decked logs – occasionally a man 
would be caught by a fast rolling log as 
high-decked logs were broken down.

Prior to 1919, a first aid kit was never 
found in a lumber camp. It was only after 
workmen’s insurance laws were passed 
that insurance companies insisted first aid 
kits be in every camp. If a man got a 
scratch or cut, he would apply balsam 
pitch or a chew of Peerless tobacco to it; 
and it would heal in a few days. The only 
medicines sold in the camp commissary 
were Hinkleys bone liniment, Davis Vege-
table pain killer, castor oil, Prunia, Vaso-
line, Jamaica Ginger, Cascara pills, carbolic 
salve, and in later years, aspirin tablets. 
Most camps had more medicine on hand for 
the horses then they had for the men.

Why there were fewer accidents in the 
old days, I do not know. But it was proba-
bly because men were better trained. It 
was a bad mark against a man if he 
allowed himself to get hurt. No one wanted 
to hire a careless man, and no one wanted 
to work with a careless man. Men took 
great pride in being able to do a job with-
out having or causing an accidents.
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Northern Capital has been serving the Forest
Products Industry for over 20 years specializing in
workers compensation, property, general liability

and truck/auto insurance coverages.

For more information contact Northern Capital at
1-800-676-8818 or info@northerncapital-mn.com

BITCO has been serving the forest products industry for more 
than 70 years and is proud to partner with Northern Capital 

Insurance Group to serve the needs of TPA members.

53’ – 7 axles – Michigan Special
6 bunks,  empty weight 22,500 lbs, (2) FA Lifts and (2) RA Lifts,
445 Michelin tires on aluminum wheels  $94,500 w/FET

Complete 5 Bunk Kits with 
Aluminum Stake and End Gates

For Flatbed or Rail Trailers
Kit includes: 10 Galvanized Bunk Bottoms, 
(20) Alum. 8’ Stakes, Alum. Front and Rear
Gates, Mounting Kit............................$7750
Galvanized Bunk Bottom w/ (2) 8’ Aluminum
Stakes and Hardware............................$600
Alum. Stake, 8’6....................................$140
Alum. Stake, 8’ .....................................$125

New 2016 Galvanized 47’ 3 Axle 
5 Bunk Log Trailer 

All Alum. Wheels, Front and Rear Axles Lift, 30K Axles and
Suspension, LED Lights, Empty Weight: 13,500# Painted,
13,800# Galvanized.

$48,500 w/FET Galvanized

$46,500 w/FET Painted Black

In Stock – Escanaba! 20 bunk trailers in stock
ready to go!

Custom built galvanized truck
racks for loader trucks. 
Call for customized quote.
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To serve our readers better, the Timber 
Bulletin offers free classified ads of 
up to 85 words to all members and 
associate members of the Minnesota 
Timber Producers Association. All ads 
must be submitted in writing to the 
Association office. The MTPA assumes 
no responsibility for ad contents and 
accepts free ads on a first-come, first-
served basis within space limitations.
________________________________
HELP WANTED________________________________
Truck driver, full time, year 
around, hauling tree-length wood 
in Southeast Texas, experience 
preferred. 409-489-0113
________________________________
WANTED________________________________

Barrel stave logs – White Oak and 
Burr Oak butt cuts 12-inch diameter 

and up – random lengths
For more information call

Robert Staggemeier at
Staggemeyer Stave Co. Inc.

Caledonia, MN 55921
Office: 507-724-3395
Cell: 608-792-7598

________________________________
FOR SALE	________________________________

750 Deihl Rip Saw
Available on sight for mor 

information contact
Pierce Lumber

25783 Pierce Lane
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572

218-863-8523 or 218-329-9185

Classifieds
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Kevin Thorson — Your Salesman 

www.MidStatesHydraulics.com 

CORP. OFFICE:   
Medford, WI   

715-748-5565     

BRANCH OFFICE:  
Appleton, WI  

920-687-9750    

Daniel J. Zobel CIC
Certified Insurance Councilor
Duluth / 332 West Superior Street, Suite 700
218.722.7753 -or- 1.800.241.2425

www.otismagie.com

We are staffed to provide the following endorsed programs for
members of the Minnesota Timber Producers Association:

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
Group Health Insurance • Group Dental Insurance

Insurance Section 125 Plans  • Group Life Insurance

Protection, Performance and Peace of Mind.

Let Otis-Magie Help You Get There.



MAXIMIZE PRODUCTIVITY

John Deere M-Series Feller-Bunchers make every operator more 
productive. The New Rapid Cycle System (RCS) combines automated 
felling-head arm cycling with simple boom control dramatically 
reducing operator fatigue while increasing efficiency. Save time. 
Cover more area. 

See Nortrax today for a full set of solutions to help you outrun 
any obstacles to your success.

OUTRUN™ HESITATIONS.

Bemidji, MN   888.450.1996

Ashland, WI    800.472.6685

Duluth, MN                  800.450.7456

Chippewa Falls, WI    800.691.2924

Grand Rapids, MN   800.450.9427 

Escanaba, MI             800.562.6174

Merrill, WI   715.536.0633



FORESTRY 
QUALITY WITH 
THE KOMATSU 

ADVANTAGE

WWW.RMSEQUIPMENT.COM

DULUTH, MN
218-727-8611

VIRGINIA, MN
218-741-9011

ROAD MACHINERY & SUPPLIES CO.  
PROUDLY SERVING ITS CUSTOMERS SINCE 1926

Komatsu is an engineering company with a dedicated focus on 
forestry that will bring your business distinct advantages, including: 

Komatsu delivers world class quality, reliability and support–All of  
the tools you’ll need to get the job done.

•	 Technical Innovations
•	 Manufacturing Quality

•	 Product Support
•	 A Reliable Partner


